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BIRREGURRA PRIMARY SCHOOL IS A CHILD SAFE PLACE 

Standard 1:  

Child Safety is important! Our school must be a safe place for our students. 

Standard 2:  

We follow our Child Safe Policy. 

Standard 3:  

We have a Code of Conduct that adults at our school sign. 

Standard 4:  

We choose our staff carefully and train them to keep our students’ safe 

Standard 5:  

We act quickly when told a student is feeling unsafe or has a NO feeling. 

Standard 6:  

We continually look for ways to reduce and prevent risks to our students. 

Standard 7:  

We develop positive relationships, resilience, and the awareness and 

prevention of child abuse. Students have a say and we listen to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Child-Friendly Child Safe Standards                Ratified by School Council in February 2019               Review in 2022 
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WELCOME 
 

On behalf of the Birregurra Primary School community and the Birregurra Primary School Council, I 

would like to welcome you and your family to our school. By enrolling in our school, you become part of 

our learning community, where we work together to support all aspects of your child’s wellbeing and 

future as a learner.  We understand the education we give young people is the greatest gift of all and it 

is not only a responsibility, but a privilege. 

Be assured that by enrolling your child in our school, they will experience an education that addresses 
the needs of the whole child.  At Birregurra Primary School we believe it is really important to recognise 
that a great school isn’t just about academic achievements;  

o it’s about creativity,  
o it’s about curiosity,  
o it’s about engagement in a broad curriculum,  
o it’s about friendship,  
o it’s about young children living and working together in harmony,  
o it’s about fun,  
o it’s about embracing new opportunities,  
o it’s about developing open and enquiring minds in a changing world.  

 
At Birregurra P.S., we greatly appreciate the involvement of parents in the life of the school and through 
working together our school will continue to grow and strengthen as it meets the challenges and 
demands of a rapidly changing world. Parents are encouraged to involve themselves in our school – 
there is something for everyone and the children love seeing their parents involved. 
 
I hope this Information Booklet provides the answers to many of your questions and contains the 

information that you will need to transition your child and family into the school community. However, 

if at any time you have queries please contact the school via email – birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

or phone - 5236 2222. Timely communication between the home, school and your child is central to our 

positive school. 

Enthusiastic students, dedicated staff and committed parents will ensure a successful and enjoyable 

time at Birregurra Primary School, for children and parents alike.   

 

Kind Regards, 

Jessica Kattwinkel  

Principal  

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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SCHOOL PROFILE 
 
Established in 1864, Birregurra Primary School (BPS) is 20 kilometres east of Colac, in a picturesque rural 
setting in the township of Birregurra. The school consists of five classrooms, an Art Room, a 
Multipurpose Room, two ovals, basketball court and numerous playground areas. 
 
The school has a current enrolment of 106 students with approximately 9% of students travelling to 

school by bus. The Student Family Occupation (SFO) is 0.3075. There are 6.2 teaching staff, a full time 

Principal, a 0.8 Business Manager, 1.94 Education Support, and a chaplain. Building the capacity of all 

staff to improve student engagement and achievement outcomes is a strong focus in our school.  

During 2021, Birregurra Primary School underwent a detailed self-evaluation and Peer Review process 

to acknowledge our progress and to clearly identify the next level of work for improved teaching and 

learning practices in the school. The Strategic Plan goals for 2021 – 2025 are:  

 

• Maximise learning growth and achievement for all students in literacy and numeracy. 

• Develop confident, connected and engaged learners equipped to adapt and thrive. 

• Strengthen student health & wellbeing. 

 

Birregurra Primary School is committed to continual improvement across our school. The core 

curriculum of English and Mathematics will remain a high priority over the four years in order to 

maximise learning outcomes and opportunities for all students. 

In order to increase the engagement levels and further empower our students, a consistent whole 

school approach to student voice and agency is being implemented. Student Voice and agency aims to 

expand student opportunities to co-design learning and influence the teaching and learning program.  

The Respectful Relationships curriculum continues to support the social and emotional learning of all 

students. 

The school, being central to the community of Birregurra, has built strong partnerships with parents and 

local community groups. These partnerships maximise learning opportunities for all in our learning 

community. 

These factors all combine to make Birregurra Primary School a stimulating, flexible and happy 

environment where all children have the opportunity to develop the key social, academic and emotional 

competencies to be successful and happy life-long learners.  
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VISION AND VALUES 
 

Our Vision and Values ensures that everyone in our school community will be treated with fairness and 

respect. In turn, we will strive to create a school that is inclusive and safe, where everyone is empowered 

to participate and learn.  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a safe, supportive and inclusive environment for all 

students, staff and members of our community. Our school recognises the importance of the 

partnership between our school and parents and carers to support student learning, engagement and 

wellbeing. We share a commitment to, and a responsibility for, creating an inclusive and safe school 

environment for our students.  

To celebrate and embed our vision and values in our school, we:  

• display posters and banners that promote our values in our school  

• celebrate our values in our school newsletter  

• provide awards and recognition for students who actively demonstrate the values 

• discuss our values with students in the classroom, meetings and assemblies 

• explicitly teach Respectful Relationships program, linking to school values. 
 

MOTTO  
‘Living and Learning Together’ 

VISION - our aspirations 
To be an outstanding rural school where care, creativity, curiosity, innovation and progressive 

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

MISSION - what we do 
In order to fulfil this vision, we nurture our students to:  

• be independent lifelong learners who are well equipped to meet the challenges of an ever-

changing world 

• think and learn through problem solving 

• achieve personal success and excellence 

• demonstrate ethical, social and environmental responsibility 

• be active, happy, engaged and productive citizens. 

 

Birregurra’s Primary Schools students experience high levels of engagement and wellbeing in an 

environment where they develop positive learning behaviours and dispositions that enable them to 

become successful lifelong learners. 

All staff members support a positive learning culture, whilst designing learning experiences based on 

evidence based best practice.  At Birregurra Primary School, we nurture a culture of trust enabling staff 

to openly question, collaborate, reflect and support one another.  All staff accept shared responsibility 

for the academic success and general well-being of all students.  
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Family engagement and participation is an important element of the school’s culture, improving student 

wellbeing and strengthening the importance of community to student learning. 

VALUES   

At Birregurra Primary School, we value: 

• integrity in all of our actions words and endeavours 

• commitment to each other and persisting in all that we do  

• respect for each other, the environment and ourselves 

• responsibility for our own learning and behaviour 

• tolerance to accept and value differences in others 

• teamwork  learning together to achieve the best possible outcomes for all.  
 

We apply these values in our everyday dealings with each other and in the development of our programs 

and policies. In our school community, these values are demonstrated when: 

• learners are at the centre of our teaching and learning 

• teaching and learning programs encourage deep understanding and a sense of the importance 
of learning 

• students have the opportunity to learn in a positive, caring environment and are encouraged to 
become self-motivated, life-long learners 

• all students are encouraged to achieve their personal best in all that they do 

• members of the school community show great confidence in one another and themselves 

• students, teachers and parents feel that they are treated fairly at all times 

• students are encouraged to work cooperatively and collaboratively with their peers and other 
members of the school community, and to be active and responsible citizens. 
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SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Street Address: 58 Beal Street, Birregurra 3242  

Postal Address: 58 Beal Street, Birregurra 3242 

Phone Number: (03) 52362222 

Website: www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au 

General Enquiries: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Principal: jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager: kate.leigh@education.vic.gov.au 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
8.30am – 3.30pm on school attendance days 

 

2023 TERM DATES 
 START DATE FINISH DATE 

TERM 1 Friday 27th January Thursday 6th April  

TERM 2 Monday 24th April Friday 23rd June 

TERM 3 Monday 10th July Friday  15th September 

TERM 4 Monday 2nd October Wednesday 20th December 

 

 

2023 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS – during school terms 

ANZAC Day Tuesday 25th April 

Queen’s Birthday Monday 12th June 

Melbourne Cup Day Tuesday 7th November 

mailto:birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:kate.leigh@education.vic.gov.au
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PLANNED 2023 PUPIL FREE DAYS 
All Government Primary Schools are entitled to determine four Pupil Free days per year. There will be 

two other curriculum days in 2023. The dates are yet to be confirmed.  

 

Date Purpose 

Friday 27th January Staff Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 20th December Staff Curriculum Day 

 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 
Activity Hours 

Students arrive  8.40am  

Bus Arrival Time 8:55am  

Class start time 9:00 am 

Recess 11:00-11:30 am 

Lunch 1:30-2:15pm (10mins eating 1.30pm -1.40pm) 

Class Finish Time 3:15 pm 

Bus departure time 3:20pm 
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STAFF 
NAME Role in 2022 

Jessica Kattwinkel Principal 

Kate Leigh Business Manager 

Classroom Teachers   

Alison McDonald  Prep, Learning Specialist  

Brendan King Year 1/2K – four days per week 

Donna Williams  Year 1/2K - one day per week  

Jaymie Lowe  Year 1/2L  

Genevieve Erskine Year 3/4  

Alistair Burrell Year 5/6  

Specialist Teachers   

Kathryn O’Bree  Art Specialist (MACC) – one day per week 

Ann Maree Convery  Italian – one day per week  

Kristen Mackinlay  Library Specialist (MARC) – one day per week  

Brendan King  Phys. Ed – one day per week 

Louise Brown  Music – Semester 2 

Education Support Staff   

Hannah Zappelli  Literacy Support / Tutor Learning Initiative 

Jody Coridas Teacher Aide 

Bree Egan Teacher Aide 

Wellbeing   

Sue Bath  Chaplain  
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SCHOOL READINESS 
Many parents struggle to know when the right time is to send their child off to school or preschool, and 
when it is better to keep them back for another year. 

Until the age of seven, children continue to have wide variations in their development. There is no one 
quality or skill that children need to do well in school, but a combination of things contributes to success. 
These include: 

• good health and physical wellbeing 

• social and emotional maturity 

• language skills 

• an ability to solve problems and think creatively and 

• general knowledge and awareness of their world. 

What we must remember is that every child is an individual - each develops at a different rate, with 
some children being stronger in some areas than others. 

At Birregurra Primary School, we expect children to start school with the majority of these: 

• action taken for identified vision, hearing and dental problems 

• knows their name and has a basic awareness of self, family and community 

• can follow basic rules and routines 

• has a basic understanding of hygiene and is able to use the toilet and wash their hands 

• able or learning to tie shoes, do up buttons, zips, etc 

• able to eat unassisted 

• able to follow clear in instructions such as put toys away when asked 

• developing gross and fine motor skills. 
 

Immunisation 
By law, your child must have an immunisation status certificate to enrol in primary school. The certificate 
is a statement showing which immunisations your child has received prior to starting school.  

The School Entry Immunisation Status Certificate (SEISC) is the Australian Childhood Immunisation 
Register (ACIR) Child History Statement, issued when your child turns five, however you can request a 
statement from ACIR or from myGov online, at any time. The school keeps these records on file to assist 
quick identification of unimmunised children.  

In the event of a disease outbreak, unimmunised children, can be quickly identified and excluded from 
school until the risk of infection has passed. If your child’s immunisation status is unknown, then your 
child may be excluded as a precautionary measure. 

Enrolling in primary school is a good time to ensure your child’s immunisations are up to date. Children 
starting school are exposed to large numbers of people and to a range of potentially dangerous diseases. 
Immunisation is a proven and safe way to protect your child against vaccine-preventable diseases that 
cause serious illness and sometimes death.  

 

Transitioning for Prep Students 
Your child’s transition to primary school should be a very positive experience.  At Birregurra Primary 

School, we offer a thorough transition program.  We believe it is essential that your child engage in all 

parts of their transition process.   
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In order to make your child’s transition effective we recommend the following: 

1. parents and guardians undertake preparative activities outside the school 
2. parents and guardians establish a relationship with the school Principal and Prep teacher 
3. children attend all Prep transition days at the school 
4. parents and guardians follow the support recommendations when the child starts school. 

Preparing Your Child for School 
The year before school 

• Ask your child what they think about starting school. 

• Encourage your child to ask questions about going to school. 

• Help your child stay healthy. Make sure they have regular health and dental checks and keep 

immunisations up to date. 

• Encourage children to do things on their own. This could be dressing, going to the toilet, washing 

their hands, unwrapping their food, opening/closing their drink bottle and lunchbox. 

• Talk to friends and other families about what school is like. 

• Talk to your child’s preschool teacher about home activities that may help your child. 

• Regularly read to your child. 

During the summer holidays 

• Show your child where the school is and talk about how you will get there. 

• Arrange play times with other families whose children will be going to the same school. It helps 

if your child knows children at their school at the start of prep. 

• Practise the things your child will need to do to get ready for school (e.g. putting things in their 

bag, remembering to take a hat). 

• Confirm before or after school care arrangements and explain these to your child. 

• Be positive about starting school and enjoy your child’s excitement. 

• Consistently read to your child. 

Establishing a relationship with the school 
• Attend school open days, during education week, enrolment week and information sessions. 

• Introduce yourself to the Principal and classroom teacher.  Expect them to ask you questions 

about your child and your family. 

• Read all materials given to you relating to the school, especially your child’s transitions, and ask 

questions if you need more clarity. 

• Attend transition interview with your child’s classroom teacher. 
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Enrolment and transition activities in 2022 for 2023 prep enrolments  
 

 

HOW TO ENROL YOUR CHILD 
Once you have decided to enrol your child into Birregurra Primary School, there is some paperwork to 

complete.  The following explains the process for you: 

Activity Date Time Purpose 

Education 

Week 

Information 

sessions/tours 

of school 

23rd to 27th 

May 

Open Day 

24th May 

Enrolment packages and information to 

preschool. Advertisement in Colac Herald. 

Opportunity to tour the school. 

Informal Question & Answer session with current 

prep teacher, Mrs Alison McDonald. 

Buddy Visit TBA  Year 5 students to meet their 2023 Prep buddies. 

Transition Day 

1 
TBA 9.00 – 11.00 

2 hour developmental play / familiarisation with 

school environment. 

School Tour 

Transition Day 

2 
TBA 9.00 – 11.30 

2.5 hour developmental play/ familiarisation with 

school environment. 

30 mins playground 

Transition Day 

3 
TBA 9.00 – 2.15 

Developmental play/engagement in classroom 

activities. 

# Luncheon for parents at 1pm. 

Activity Tick 

Collect Enrolment Handbook and Enrolment Forms from preschool or 

BPS 

 

Complete Enrolment Form and include:  

Evidence of your child’s date of birth (birth certificate, or, if they were 

not born in Australia, a passport or visa) 

 

Your contact, phone and address details, and that of any other parent, 

guardian and/or carer 

 

Your contact, phone and address details, and that of any other parent, 

guardian and/or carer 
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ABSENCES   
If your child is not attending school, please let their teacher know by speaking directly to them, writing 

a note, commenting in the student diary, using the XUNO for Parents App or ringing the school office on 

5236 2222.  You may also email the school at:  birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

With the changes to the attendance guidelines, it is very important that the school be notified each 

morning for all absences. New DET regulations require us to know where every child is every day. An 

SMS will be generated by XUNO to any family who has not advised the school the reason for their child’s 

absence.  If your child is away for an extended period [e.g. family holidays], then the school is required 

to do a learning absence plan, so early notification is requested.  

 

ASSEMBLY 
Assembly is generally held each fortnight (depending on commitments). Our student leaders organise 

and run the assembly. We celebrate student achievements and birthdays for the fortnight. Parents, 

toddlers and other family members are welcome to attend. Assembly dates are published in the 

newsletter. 

 

BELL TIMES 
Students are asked to arrive after 8.40am each morning. This is when supervision in the yard 

commences. 

• 8.55   -              School bus arrives 

• 9.00a.m. Classes 

• 11.00a.m. Recess 

• 11.30a.m. Classes 

• 1.30p.m. Supervised lunch in classroom 

• 1.40p.m. Lunch Recess 

• 2.15p.m. Classes 

• 3.15p.m. Dismissal 

 

Parents are asked to collect students at 3.15pm each day. Bus travellers leave the school at 3.20pm. 

Doctor’s and dentist’s names and phone numbers  

Immunisation Status Certificate  

Health and welfare information  

Complete a Bus Enrolment Form (if a bus traveller)   

Complete a Local Excursion / Media Consent Form  

Organise the purchase of uniforms (uniform order form in Enrolment 

pack) 

 

Organise child minding for your child on Wednesdays during February 

2023. Preps do not come to school on Wednesday for the first 4 

weeks.  

 

mailto:birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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BIKE SHED  
Our bike shed is located at the back of the school beside the basketball court. Students are to put all 

bikes, scooters and helmets in the bike shed during the school day. Students are to walk their 

bikes/scooters in the schoolyard. Students riding or scooting to and from school are required to wear a 

helmet.  

 

BUS TRAVEL  
Any children on the route may travel on the bus if they meet the criteria set out by DET. Bus rules, as 

outlined, must be adhered to.  Parents must advise the school in writing if the bus routine for your child 

is to change at any time. The school must be informed prior to 3pm if your child is not travelling on the 

bus on any particular day. 

Bus Travel Expectations: 
1. Students are expected to wait quietly at the bus stops. 

2. Students are to behave respectfully at all times. 

3. Students to remain seated. 

4. Students to communicate quietly. 

5. Bus travel is a privilege not a right! 

 

BOOK CLUB  
The school participates in the Scholastic Book Club several times a year.  There is no membership fee 

and you are under no obligation to purchase the books on offer. Each child will receive their own sheet 

that offers quality books for sale, at reasonable prices. To order, complete your child's form and return 

it with the correct money to school by the due date. Owning your own books is something special and 

we know of no better way to encourage reading than for children to own their own books.  We feel sure 

you and your child will really enjoy Book club. 

 

CAMPS  
As part of our Outdoor Education program, children in years 3 - 6 will participate in a camping program.  

Further details will be given to those children involved during the school year. 
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CANTEEN/LUNCH ORDERS  
On Fridays, students have the opportunity to order their lunch from the Birregurra General Store. Orders 

are placed via QuickCliq (www.quickcliq.com.au) by 9am on Thursday, unfortunately late orders cannot 

be accepted. A flyer is included in the enrolment pack with information on how to register. 

A special canteen day is generally available a twice a term. This canteen day is organised by the Parents 

and Friends (P&F) and sometimes Junior School Council. Information regarding these days will be sent 

home with the newsletter. 

 

CHILD SAFE/STUDENT WELLBEING  
Birregurra Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This 

will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance 

for child abuse. Our school community is committed to providing a child safe environment where 

children and young people are safe and feel safe, where their voices about decisions that affect their 

lives, are recognised. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, children with 

disability and vulnerable children.  

Every person involved in our community has a responsibility to understand the important and specific 

role they play individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and 

young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

The school’s plan for creating a Child Safe culture is to communicate policies to the community on our 

website. Information about Child Safety will also be available via the school’s newsletter, displayed 

around the school on noticeboards and distributed at parent information sessions. 

Birregurra Primary School will ensure the following actions are undertaken. We will: 

1. Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety by closely monitoring 

students, particularly those at risk. 

2. Value and empower children to participate in decisions, which affect their lives through access 

to internal and external expertise, in a regulated manner. 

3. Offer programs that support the building of strategies around resilience, management of 

conflict, positive mental health, mindfulness etc. to support students’ willingness to discuss and 

resolve child safety matters. 

4. Foster a culture of openness, where all persons, including school staff, parents and children feel 

safe to disclose risks of harm to children. 

5. Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount. 

6. Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children. 

7. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and 

volunteer supervision and professional development. 

8. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they 

are comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues. 

9. Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities. 

http://www.quickcliq.com.au/
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10. Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the safety and 

wellbeing of children is at risk. 

11. Communicate regularly with families and carers, as appropriate. 

12. Support and assist children who disclose child abuse and children linked to suspected child 

abuse. 

The Child Safe Standards has one key aim – to protect all children from all kinds of abuse. As part of our 

school’s commitment to this aim, we will continue to ensure that our recruitment processes of both 

staff and volunteers meet the highest possible standards in terms of ensuring the safety of students. If 

you wish to volunteer at Birregurra Primary School in any capacity – camps, parent helpers, excursions 

etc., it is essential that you have a current Working with Children Check. These are easy to obtain via the 

WWCC website.  Once you have your card, please bring to the office so that we can photocopy for our 

files. If you already have one, you might like to bring in and photocopy for the file.  

 

COMMUNICATION  
At the heart of our community spirit lies a commitment to respectfully work together to achieve the 

best possible outcomes we can. As a member of our Birregurra Primary School community, our 

expectation is that: 

• relationships between families, the school team, and the students are treated as partnerships 

• that we work with an open mind to find positive pathways to help one another 

• that we communicate about, and to one another, respectfully 

• the teaching team are respected as professional educators and as such, their knowledge is 

supported when educational decisions need to be made. 

To support this, we work with restorative practices. This involves all upsets, disputes or challenges to be 

resolved with the party it directly relates to, with a willingness, from everyone, to work together on a 

resolution. This includes our students. This process is fully facilitated so all parties are supported and 

have an opportunity to voice their upset in a safe environment. The only time we steer away from this 

practice is if the matter will place one of the parties in danger or harm. In all other cases, it is an expected 

commitment to participate in restorative practice to resolve conflict.  

 

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 
To communicate efficiently with parents, and to support our commitment to reducing waste, the school 

communicates with parents via the email address they provide to us. If you request that we provide 

information other than via electronic means, the school will communicate by other means. The school 

communication channels are as indicated on the following table. It is assumed when the school sends 

out information that families take the time to read it and respond quickly to the school with any concerns 

they may have. 
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Communication 

Channel 
Purpose 

School Email 

The School Office sends email notifications to families: 

• General whole school notifications (reminders, event 

information, etc.) 

• Health notifications 

Families can email the school to advise of absences, request 

appointments, etc. 

Newsletter 

A newsletter is emailed and sent out via XUNO to families weekly 

containing: 

• General school information/reminders. 

• School Principal News. 

• Upcoming event information. 

• Class news  

• Student recognition 

• Community news/ads  

Phone calls 
Families can phone the school office for anything urgent or in case of 

an emergency.  

Website 

www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au 

Contains eNewsletter access, general information about the school, 

the parent handbook, policies and relevant reports. 

XUNO App 

XUNO provides instant two-way communication between 

parents/caregivers and Birregurra PS. The quick post acts like a text, 

with live instant alerts sent to any mobile device. 

It provides access to eNewsletter, events calendar, online absentee 

form, subscription to email, images in and around the school and 

much more. 

Annual School 

Report 

Each May, the school publishes the Annual Report for the previous 

year on the school website. This report is a wealth of information on 

the school’s progress. 

Parent Meetings 

Parents are welcome to contact their teacher via email or through 

phone appointment for a face-to-face meeting when the need arises. 

Parents need to be mindful that the teachers are often booked in 

advance for meetings throughout the day and week, so it may take a 

few days.  

http://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/
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Parent / Teacher 

Conversations 

Phone appointments allow teachers to discuss with parents how their 

child is progressing prior to written reports being distributed. Twice a 

year you will receive a written report about your child’s progress.  

Seesaw App  

 

Seesaw is a student driven digital portfolio. It empowers students of 

all ages to create, reflect, collaborate and share what they are 

learning at school. Families are provided with a link to their child’s 

folder.  

 

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the 

classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the 

opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities.  

To be eligible, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

a) be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the 

holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or 

Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) be a temporary foster parent, and 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income 

tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 

Eligibility date 

CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card successfully validating with 

Centrelink on either the first day of term one or term two. 

 

The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 

activities for the benefit of your child.  

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary school students. 
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CURRICULUM  

Overview 

At Birregurra Primary School, we have created a dynamic learning community that provides the 

opportunity for all young people to flourish within a supportive and caring environment, with high 

expectations for learning and behaviour. We want our students and their families to know we are 

committed to achieving the best outcomes for their child.  

The Victorian Curriculum guides our planning, assessment and reporting. The curriculum design, 

learning experiences and overall learning environment focus on fostering the skills and mindset of self-

directed, lifelong learners. Teachers explicitly plan to give all students the opportunity to be successful 

learners who can apply/integrate new knowledge and skills across learning areas, with 21st century 

capabilities woven though all learning experiences. Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Mathematics (STEAM) are integrated within the curriculum. Specialist teachers conduct Library, Art, 

Italian, Physical Education and Music classes.  

Student learning is further enriched through programs including: Social and Emotional Learning 

(Respectful Relationships, Mindfulness, and Peaceful Kids), Human Development, Junior School Council, 

Concert, Camping, Sporting Schools and Interschool Sport.  A Chaplain works closely with our welfare 

team to provide support for our staff, students and parents. Our students enjoy a technology rich 

learning environment, which consists of iPads, laptops and flat screen TV’s and a range of coding and 

resources to support STEAM. 

Victorian Curriculum – Key Areas and Capabilities 

As a Victorian Government School, we are required to deliver the content of the Victorian Curriculum 

F–10, which includes both knowledge and skills. These are defined by learning areas and capabilities. 

This curriculum design assumes that knowledge and skills are transferrable across the curriculum and 

therefore not duplicated. For example, where skills and knowledge such as asking questions, evaluating 

evidence and drawing conclusions define in Critical and Creative Thinking, these are not duplicated in 

other learning areas such as History or Health and Physical Education. Expectations are that the skills 

and knowledge defined in the capabilities develop and can be practised, deployed and demonstrated by 

students in and through their learning across the curriculum. 

The design of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 is set out below: 

Learning areas  Capabilities 

The Arts 
Critical and Creative Thinking 

o Dance 

o Drama 
Ethical 

o Media Arts 

o Music 
Intercultural 

o Visual Arts 

o Visual Communication Design 
Personal and Social 

English 

Health and Physical Education  
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The Humanities 

o Civics and Citizenship 

o Economics and Business 

o Geography 

o History 

Languages 

Mathematics 

Science 

Technologies 

o Design and Technologies 

o Digital Technologies 

 
Learning Areas  
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 learning areas are a clear and deliberate reaffirmation of the importance 

of a discipline-based approach to learning, where learning areas are both enduring and dynamic. 

Their enduring nature rests in their different ways of understanding, and the associated skills they 

provide for students. Each of the learning areas provides and defines by a unique way of seeing, 

understanding and engaging with the world.  

Capabilities 
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 includes capabilities, which are a set of discrete knowledge and skills that 

and taught explicitly in and through the learning areas, but are not fully defined by any of the learning 

areas or disciplines.  

The four capabilities in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 are: 

• Critical and Creative Thinking 

• Ethical 

• Intercultural 

• Personal and Social 

The Australian Curriculum F–10 includes three additional general capabilities: 

• Literacy 

• Numeracy 

• Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). 

There is considerable research that identifies the importance of the teaching Literacy, Numeracy and 

ICT in the context of the different curriculum areas. It is both appropriate and necessary that the literacy, 

numeracy and ICT requirements be embedded in the curriculum areas. 

Literacy 
While much of the explicit teaching of literacy occurs in the English learning area, it is strengthened, 

made specific and extended in other learning areas as students engage in a range of learning activities 

with significant literacy demands. 

Literacy practices are embedded in the aims of the Victorian Curriculum: English. Students learn to: 
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• listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on spoken, written and multimodal texts 
across a range of contexts 

• appreciate, enjoy and use the English language and understand its potential to communicate for 
a range of purposes 

• understand how Standard Australian English works in spoken and written form and in 
combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning. 

While Literacy is one of the Strands of the Victorian Curriculum F–10: English, each of the three strands 
address various literate practices that students must develop and demonstrate: 

• the Language strand aims to develop students’ knowledge of the English language and how it 
works 

• the Literature strand aims to engage students in the study of literary texts of personal, cultural, 
social and aesthetic value 

• the Literacy strand aims to develop students’ ability to interpret and create texts for learning in 
and out of school, and for participating in the workplace and community). 

The strategies also incorporate the different language modes (Speaking and Listening, Reading and 
Viewing, and Writing). 

Literacy learning at Birregurra Primary School involves developing a love and appreciation for language 

in many forms. Students learn to comprehend the ideas and information presented in fiction and non-

fiction printed texts, as well as visual and digital media. As creators of texts, students learn to inform, 

persuade, discuss, argue, entertain, respond and reflect. Students develop the skills to listen to 

discussions, clarify content and challenge other’s ideas. They learn to make deliberate choices about 

language and visuals when communicating to various audiences. 

While literacy permeates all areas of the curriculum, students are engaged in focused literacy learning 

in a daily two-hour integrated literacy block that incorporates explicit teaching of the skills of Reading 

and Viewing, Speaking and Listening, and Writing. Based on the Victorian Curriculum, the literacy 

program aims to develop in children: 

• A knowledge of the ways in which language varies according to context, purpose, audience and 

content, and the capacity to apply this knowledge.  

• A knowledge of the linguistic patterns used to construct different texts and the capacity to apply 

this knowledge.  

• A broad knowledge of a range of texts and a capacity to relate this to aspects of contemporary 

society and personal experience.  

• The capacity to discuss and analyse texts.  

• A knowledge of the ways interpretation and understanding of texts may vary according to personal, 

social and cultural differences, and the capacity to develop reasoned arguments about 

interpretations and meanings. 

Literacy learning at Birregurra Primary School encompasses a range of evidence –based, high impact 

teaching strategies and approaches including:  

• Sounds Write – Phonics 

• Soundwaves and Word Knowledge 
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• CAFÉ Reading  

• VCOP – Big Write  

• Mentor Texts  

• Writers Workshop  

• Readers Workshop 

 

Numeracy 
Numeracy has never been more important. The rapidly evolving nature of knowledge, work and 

technology, demands stronger understanding, reasoning, strategic and problem solving skills. 

Numeracy is the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need in order to use 

mathematics in a wide range of situations. It involves recognising and understanding the role of 

mathematics in the world and having the dispositions and capacities to use mathematical knowledge 

and skills purposefully. 

In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the knowledge and skills that underpin numeracy, are explicitly taught 

in the Mathematics strands Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics/Probability 

and reinforced and further exemplified in and across other curriculum areas. 

The proficiencies of Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning are fundamental to 

learning mathematics and working mathematically and are applied across all three strands Number and 

Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

Understanding refers to students building a robust knowledge of adaptable and transferable 

mathematical concepts and structures. Students make connections between related concepts and 

progressively apply the familiar to develop new ideas. They develop an understanding of the relationship 

between the ‘why’ and the ‘how’ of mathematics. Students build understanding when they: 

• connect related ideas 

• represent concepts in different ways 

• identify commonalities and differences between aspects of content 

• describe their thinking mathematically 

• interpret mathematical information. 

 

Fluency describes students developing skills in choosing appropriate procedures, carrying out 

procedures flexibly, accurately, efficiently and appropriately, and recalling factual knowledge and 

concepts readily. Students are fluent when they: 

• make reasonable estimates 

• calculate answers efficiently 

• recognise robust ways of answering questions 

• choose appropriate methods and approximations 

• recall definitions and regularly use facts, 

• can manipulate expressions and equations to find solutions. 
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Problem-solving is the ability of students to make choices, interpret, formulate, model and investigate 

problem situations, select and use technological functions and communicate solutions 

effectively. Students pose and solve problems when they: 

• use mathematics to represent unfamiliar or meaningful situations 

• design investigations and plan their approaches 

• apply their existing strategies to seek solutions 

• verify that their answers are reasonable. 

 

Reasoning refers to students developing an increasingly sophisticated capacity for logical, statistical and 

probabilistic thinking and actions, such as conjecturing, hypothesising, analysing, proving, evaluating, 

explaining, inferring, justifying, refuting, abstracting and generalising. Students are reasoning 

mathematically when they: 

• explain their thinking 

• deduce and justify strategies used and conclusions reached 

• adapt the known to the unknown 

• transfer learning from one context to another 

• prove that something is true or false 

• make inferences about data or the likelihood of events 

• compare and contrast related ideas and explain their choices. 

The Numeracy program at Birregurra Primary School is scaffolded to ensure our students develop these 
essential capabilities mathematical skills and knowledge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 

 

Information and Communications Technologies 
In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the ICT general capability skills are either specifically embedded in the 

content descriptions of Mathematics, Media Arts, Geography, English and Digital Technologies or 

schools have the flexibility to determine how these skills will be used in their teaching and learning 

programs for other curriculum areas.  

Teachers at Birregurra Primary School use technology to enhance teaching and learning. All classrooms 

and the Multipurpose Room have flat screen TV’s, with access to the Internet.  All classrooms are well 

equipped with computer facilities linked to the network. Children in years Prep through to grade 2 have 

access to 1:1 iPads, students in 3/4 and 5/6 have 1:1 Notebooks. The school also has a WebEx unit 

enabling students and staff to connect to other schools and places for learning. School Council and 

Parents and Friends fund raising activities enable our students access to up to date technology. 

 

Developing a Reading Culture 

Throughout the curriculum, it is extremely important to develop a strong reading culture. Having your 

child exposed to diverse vocabulary through language experience and reading from an early age does 

have a significant effect on learning outcomes during their lifetime.   
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At Birregurra primary School we recognise the critical importance of developing a strong reading culture 

where children develop the skills and have access to recourses to enable them to develop a true love of 

reading.  

There is compelling data on the benefits of encouraging your child to read: 

• Helps in language development - From the time your child is born, reading-out-loud is a positive 

influence. As your child grows, daily reading will help the brain make connections between the 

written and spoken word, widening vocabulary in the process. 

• Adding to that benefit, vocabulary knowledge equates to masterful spelling. In fact, reading, 

spelling and vocabulary are critically important to a child's lifelong achievement. 

• Promotes brain development - Educators have long said reading makes people smarter, and 

there is research backing them up. A recent study conducted by the American Academy of 

Paediatrics found reading to children of any age wakens a number of regions in the left part of 

the brain. The areas in the brain that become active involve understanding the meaning of words 

and concepts tied to memory. 

• Aids in understanding of a world outside our own - Reading is more than just translating written 

words into verbal form; it is about understanding those words were once ideas in the minds of 

great thinkers. It is about realizing those ideas can be connected to personal experiences. 

• Daily reading exposes children to a world outside their reality. It expands their expertise, opens 

their minds and creates the potential for a continuation of ideas and an endless number of 

possibilities. 

During learning time at Birregurra, children are learning how to read and comprehend texts.  Learning 

experiences designed at their instructional level or point of need, where they learn specific skills, assist 

student learning.   

It is very important that reading routines at home become established early because they are very 

important for your child’s development as a reader.  The only homework children are consistently 

required to do is to practise reading daily.  

One of the most important things you can do for your child is to set up a routine where they can read for 

at least 20 minutes every day. 
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STEAM Program 
STEAM is an approach to learning and development that integrates the areas of Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Mathematics. Birregurra Primary School delivers a STEAM program to all classes, 

each week for a minimum of 1-2 hours. 

Through STEAM, students develop key skills including: 

• problem solving  

• creativity 

• critical analysis 

• teamwork 

• independent thinking 

• initiative 

• communication and  

• digital literacy. 

STEAM is very important because it empowers individuals with the skills to succeed and adapt to this 

changing world.  The continual advances in technology are changing the way students learn, connect 

and interact every day. Skills developed by students through STEAM provide them with the foundation 

to succeed at school and beyond. 

Students at Birregurra Primary School really enjoy using the Engineering Design Process to solve real 

world problems in our school.   

Art  

The Mobile Art and Craft (MACC) van visits Birregurra Primary School each week. In this program, 

students explore the world of visual representation and expression. They experiment with a wide 

range of art materials, influences, styles and mediums such as drawing, painting, printmaking, 

collage, textiles and sculpture. Our students are encouraged to communicate through their art and in 

turn, respond to the artworks of others. A great deal of the work is made to be displayed in public at 

many of the local festivals, and is sometimes a feature of local shop fronts and Gallery spaces. 

 

Library  
The MARC (Material Area Resource Centre) visits Birregurra Primary School on a weekly basis.  
The MARC teacher supports learning by teaching literacy, digital literacy and research skills and by 

providing the opportunity for students to borrow books from the MARC library Van. 

Students participate in a quality library program that aligns to the curriculum, reflects the learning 

priorities of the school and promotes a love of reading. The program provides engaging and creative 

lessons that help students to develop skills to find, evaluate, use, create and share information and 

knowledge. The M.A.R.C. Library collections of fiction and non-fiction titles are regularly updated. The 

service actively encourages reading by ensuring the collection reflects and extends the students’ 

interests in literature and a love of story-telling. 
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Language (Italian) 

Italian is the Language Other Than English (LOTE) program offered at Birregurra Primary School. 

The LOTE program is developed by a qualified LOTE teacher recognising that student motivation and 

engagement is increased when the program is sequential. Students: 

• have frequent, regular lessons over a period of time 

• have opportunities to practice and meaningfully use the language in authentic situations 

• achievements are recognised and celebrated within the school and broader community 

• understand the cognitive, social and practical benefits of learning a language 

• have the opportunity to use the language they are learning for authentic, meaningful purposes. 

 

Physical Education  

We are fortunate to have the facilities to offer a broad range of PE programs.  We have a specialist PE 

teacher who delivers skill-based programs in areas such as gymnastics, football, soccer, ball skills, hip 

hop, tennis, athletics and more.   

Our school has annual House Sports that are organised by the House Captains. Students also participate 

in the Polwarth Sports Athletics Program, where six small schools get together to compete in seven 

athletics disciplines.    

Our students have the opportunity to be involved in sporting events at a local, division, regional and 

state level if they qualify to do so. 

 

Music Program 
Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a quality music program to all students.  We 

consider music to be a mode of learning where creative expression enables students to communicate in 

different ways.  

We timetable music for one hour per class each week during semester 2. We currently have an external 

provider teaching 1:1 Piano Lessons. The Graduation Concert, annual Talent Quest and assemblies 

provide great opportunities for our students to showcase their talents. 

 

Further information regarding school programs will be given at Information Sessions throughout the 

year. If you have any queries regarding School Programs, please make an appointment to see your 

child’s classroom teacher or the Principal. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



28 | P a g e  
 
 

CURRICULUM DAYS  
Schools are permitted four School Council approved Curriculum Days each year. Generally, the first and 

last days of the school year are Curriculum Days. Children do not come to school on Curriculum Days. 

On these days, teachers participate in professional learning related to the goals in the school’s Strategic 

Plan. In 2023, the first and last days of the school year will be Curriculum Days. Information regarding 

the other two curriculum days will be distributed through the newsletter.  

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS/ INFORMATION 
It is important that the details on our computer records be kept up to date at all times so that we can 

get in touch with you whenever necessary.  To help staff and your child, please ensure the school has 

the following information: 

    (a) Home address and phone number 

    (b) Business number 

    (c) Name, address and the phone number of a person who is able to care for your child in your 

absence, in case of illness or accident during school hours 

    (d) Current medical information concerning your child. 

In an emergency, we may need these contacts if parents cannot be contacted.  Please ensure that the 
people named are aware that they have been nominated as emergency contacts and agree to their 
details being provided to Birregurra Primary School. 
 

EXCURSIONS  
During the year children participate in a variety of cultural and educational excursions, that the staff 

believe will be educationally worthwhile.  Adequate notice regarding excursion and any costs will be 

sent home. Parents will be asked to return the Birregurra Primary School Local Excursion Agreement 

2023 in February.  This covers local excursions where we are not leaving the town area.  

 

FRUIT BREAKS 

Each class has a regular, healthy fruit break during the morning session. Students are asked to bring fruit 
or vegetable snacks to eat during this time. 
 

FUNDRAISING  
Each year Birregurra Primary School aims to raise funds to support our digital technology program.  This 
is achieved through different fundraising events approved by the School Council.  
 

HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT AT SCHOOL 
First Aid Procedures 
Any student who becomes ill/injured during the school day must initially report to a class/duty teacher 

and then report to the staffroom where they will be attended to. From there, students will return to 

class or a parent/guardian, or listed emergency contact, will be notified to arrange transport home. 

Please ensure that the School office always has the most current home and mobile telephone numbers 

and email address for your preferred contact. The emergency contact person should be someone that 

file://///0723AFS01/Users/ALVIE%20FILES/GOVERNANCE/Policies/-%20Current%20Policy%20Documents%20-/First%20Aid/First%20Aid%20Policy%2008%202005.doc
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is available to collect your child from the School if the parent/guardian is unable to do so. Please ensure 

the emergency contact is aware of their role. Your child should be collected as soon as possible after the 

school has contacted you. We cannot provide long-term bed care for students. 

Under NO circumstances is a student to contact home and arrange to be collected OR leave the school 

without permission. 

If something happens to a student in any medical or other emergency and it is impossible or impractical 

to communicate with you, the school may take action that may incur expenditure, if it considers that to 

be in the best medical interests of the student. Parents are responsible for any medical costs for such 

treatment or advice for any such injuries. 

The school will take reasonable care of the student suffering accident or illness but will not be 

responsible directly or indirectly for any act or omission of any medical or dental practitioner or medical 

officer attending or treating the student. 

First aid medical supplies are only issued for injuries/incidents that occur at school. 

Student Hospitalisation 
If a student requires transport to hospital because of illness or injury, by either private vehicle or 

ambulance, the school will endeavour to have a staff member accompany that child to hospital and 

remain with them until a parent or guardian arrives.  

Ambulance Cover 
The school does not cover the costs of an ambulance if required for your child in an emergency. In the 
event of accident/incident at school requiring urgent medical attention, while all efforts will be made 
to contact parents. Should an ambulance be required, the school will arrange for the student to be 
transported to hospital via ambulance. The costs incurred, will be the responsibility of the 
parent/caregiver.  We highly recommend purchasing ambulance cover for your family. 
 

Anaphylactic/ Life Threatening Medical Conditions  
In the case of anaphylactic students, parents are required to provide documentation from their doctor 

/ Allergist (ASCIA form), as well as medication that is clearly labelled by a pharmacist. 

All medications required during school hours must be listed on the Student Update Details Form 

available on the website and the office. 

Each student who is at risk of anaphylaxis is required to have a management plan that has been 

developed in consultation with the parents/guardians and medical practitioner. Prevention strategies 

for each student at risk of anaphylaxis must be developed for both in school and out of school settings. 

Emergency Health Care Plans  
These plans are generated for students who may require medication or actions for medical conditions 
such as epilepsy, haemophilia, diabetes, anaphylaxis or severe allergic reactions. A doctor’s letter is 
required outlining the medical condition and any specific actions that may need to be taken. From that 
information an Emergency Health Care Plan will be drawn up and signed by a parent/guardian to confirm 
that the details are correct. This plan will be attached to your child’s school records. Parents/Guardians 
will also need to provide this information again when your child attends school excursions or camps. The 
school must be notified if there are any changes in the management of a student’s condition. 
 



30 | P a g e  
 
 

Asthma and asthma medications 
Parents are required to submit a copy of an Asthma Action Plan, completed by a doctor, to the school 

office. 

The school requires that Asthma medication (e.g. inhalers, spacers etc.) are supplied by parents; that 

they have not expired and that they are clearly labelled by a pharmacist. 

Students are not permitted to carry their inhaler on their person except in circumstances where their 

condition is deemed chronic or acute and they are therefore likely to require their inhaler immediately. 

Students are to hand their Ventolin to their teacher at the start of each day Please notify the School 

Office if this is the case. All other inhalers are to be labelled appropriately and stored in a named 

container. 

Emergency Health Care Plans will be generated for students who may require additional medication or 
actions in case of acute asthma. 
 

Medications at School 
The school is very conscious of its responsibilities when a student requires medication. In accordance 
with legal and safety requirements students are not permitted to keep medication on their person or in 
their locker or bag; nor are they permitted to administer any medication to other students. 
 

Parents/guardians undertake the following in relation to the administration of medication and/or 

management of health concerns: 

• Medication is to be provided in the original container with Pharmacist dispensing label attached, 

clearly stating the student’s name, name of medication, dose and time to be administered. It is 

also necessary to complete a Student Update Details Form. The medication is then to be handed 

to the school office or teacher. They will be held in the office available for use by your own child 

under supervision. 

• Notify the school in writing when a change of dose is required. The instruction is to be 

accompanied by a letter from a medical practitioner. 

• Ensure the medication is not out of date. 

• Self-medication is not permitted. On occasion, there may be special circumstances for an 

exception to this rule, and it would require the permission of parents/guardians. 

General Wellbeing 
We are concerned for each student’s total well-being. Students should not be sent to school when they 

are unwell or within 24 hours of having a fever, vomiting or diarrhoea. If this occurs, students will be 

sent home. 

It is important that your child have a nutritious breakfast before school. It is difficult to concentrate on 

their lessons on an empty stomach. 

Infectious diseases 
Infections spread quickly at school.  Accordingly, the Health Department exclusion table should be 

followed if your child contacts any of the diseases listed.  
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Appendix 2 - EXCLUSION TIMES FOR INFECTIOUS CHILDHOOD CONDITION 

Following Department of Health guidelines, children suffering from an infectious illness must remain at 

home until the contagious period is over and they have fully recovered. Parents are asked to notify the 

school immediately if a child contracts an infectious illness. 

Children are not permitted to be at school with any of the following: 

• Vomiting (in the previous 24 hours) 

• Measles 

• High temperature (in the previous 24 hours) 

• Chicken Pox 

• Mumps 

• Persistent coughing 

• German Measles 

• Impetigo (school sores) 

• Diarrhoea (in the previous 24 hours) 

• Conjunctivitis 

• Head Lice 

Please refer to Appendix 2 - EXCLUSION TIMES FOR INFECTIOUS CHILDHOOD CONDITION 

 

Head Lice 
It is school policy that children must be kept away from school until their hair has been effectively 

treated and they are cleared of lice. Please notify the School if your child has Head Lice. Should the 

school suspect that a student has Head Lice, a parent/guardian (or listed emergency contact) will be 

notified to arrange transport home. Information on the treatment of Head Lice is available from the 

School Office. 

Sun Safety and Care 
BPS recognises the need for children and staff members to be safe whilst in the sun. The Sun Smart 

Policy applies during September and April and when the UV factor is above 3.  

Therefore: 

• All children must wear hats whilst playing outside if the UV factor is above 3.  

• Students without hats will play in the shaded areas. 

• We ask that parents put sunscreen on their child before school (this allows time for sunscreen 

to soak into skin and have optimum performance once child is exposed to the sun) 

• Sunscreen will be available in each classroom and at the office for use by students at any time. 

(Please notify school if you have a sunscreen you would prefer your child use. This item must be 

clearly labelled with student name.) 

• Teacher will apply sunscreen on students in Prep on written request from parents. 

• In all other classes, parents are to make their children aware of where the sunscreen is kept and 

how to apply it themselves when necessary. 
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LEARNING DIARY 
The Learning Diary is an important communication tool between home and school and is used by all 

students from Prep to Grade 6.  Please check your child’s diary each night and ensure that it is returned 

to school daily.  Communication with classroom teachers can be written directly into the diary.  

 

LEARNING SHOWCASE 
In June we hold a ‘Learning Showcase’ between 3.15pm – 5.30pm. This is an opportunity for families 

to come into the classroom and engage in conversations with your child/ren about learning tasks they 

have completed and how the classroom operates.   

LOST PROPERTY 
Lost Property is stored in a laundry basket near the front office and at the end of each term there will 

be an appeal to students and parents to collect items.  Students and parents are welcome to check 

through the items collected at any time.  Items not claimed and unnamed will placed in second hand 

uniform or disposed of appropriately. 

Please remember:  Name all clothing, hats, lunch boxes, towels, etc. and check to see if names have 
faded or your child has mistakenly taken another child’s items. This is really important because labelled 
items are generally handed straight back to the student as they are collected.  
 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM  
The multipurpose room is available for STEAM, physical education, music and cultural activities. It is also 

a space, which can be used for demonstrations, performances, assemblies, displays, wet day programs 

and whole school events.  The Sporting Schools Program is also held in the Multi-Purpose Room if an 

indoor space is required. E.g. Dance, wet weather timetable. It is also a space that is used to host 

Professional Learning activities for teachers across our Network schools. 

 

OBJECTS NOT ALLOWED AT SCHOOL 
Toys, Trading Cards, Slingshots, toy guns, knives and other dangerous items are not permitted at school 
at any time.  The school does not endorse the use of roller skates or roller blades unless under the direct 
supervision of a parent to or from school.  These methods of transport are not to be used during school 
time.  It is not recommended to bring electronic games and any sentimental items as we cannot take 
responsibility for lost or damaged items. 
 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OSHC)  
From Term 2, 2022 we have been able to offer families Outside School Hours Care run by TheirCare.  To 
ensure a service that is sustainable over time our school received an Establishment Grant. This means 
that the Outside School Hours Care program is guaranteed for the next three years.  

 
Permanent and casual booking are available for both before and after school care. Please see below 
links for registration:  
• How to Register Information: https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/  
• Registration Page: https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register 
 

https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/
https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register
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PARENTS & FRIENDS  
The Parents and Friends (P&F) operates as a support group for our school. They aim to encourage 

parents and the wider community to be involved in the school and develop links with the children and 

staff, and raise funds to enhance our school programs. 

The P&F group have assisted with sporting activities and fundraising.  They have offered their skills to 

classrooms and at working bees, parent evenings and the grade six graduation. 

The P&F truly promotes friendship and the social life of our school.  You are invited to be part of our 

P&F group.  Why not come to our next meeting and develop an understanding of our school ethos?  We 

would love to see you there.  

PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
Throughout the year, the school holds information sessions, which explains our unique educational 

model. Attending these sessions will deepen your understanding of teaching and learning at Birregurra 

Primary School. 

These information sessions are advertised closer to dates on our website, the XUNO app, via email and 

in hardcopy. 

 

PARENT SUPPORT  
Although we employ people to carry out professional roles within the teaching and administration of 

our school, we also rely upon the generous volunteering of parents. Birregurra school community has 

always been blessed to have parents who have helped support the school in many ways. Without these 

contributions of time, energy, ideas and initiative, BPS would not have the facilities it does today. 

Birregurra Primary School has the potential for much growth over the coming years and we are 

enthusiastic about nurturing the generous community already established around our school. 

Community involvement in the school not only ensures our continued growth and success, but it also 

provides an opportunity for meaningful participation in your child’s education. In addition, children are 

encouraged by the practical displays of care and involvement of their parents. 

We actively support, encourage and greatly appreciate any assistance you are able to give us with typing, 
reading, library, shelving, covering books, gardening etc.  Children enjoy having parents, grandparents, 
etc. involved in any of the many opportunities available to assist the school. 
 

PARENT / TEACHER CONVERSATIONS 
Parent / Teacher conversations are conducted in the first few weeks of the school year and then 

approximately week 8 of each term but may be requested at other times by parents or teachers if 

needed. The conversation is for parents to provide the teacher with information about their child and 

their individual social, emotional and academic needs.  Parents are welcome to make a time for one-on-

one interviews with the classroom teacher anytime during the year.  
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PERSONAL ACCIDENT PROTECTION/AMBULANCE 
Parents / guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for paying 
the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance / 
transport and any other transport costs. Parents / guardians can purchase insurance policies from 
commercial insurers. It is important that all families have Ambulance cover as the school or DET does 
not cover the cost of an ambulance, if called. 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
The Department of Education does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and has 
no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. If your child has something of value, it is 
recommended that they do not bring it to school because we cannot guarantee the safety of personal 
items.  
 

ROAD SAFETY  
Walking/Riding 
We encourage students to walk, scoot or ride to school. Our school program will reinforce and help to 

develop safety habits. It is important for their safety that our children are aware of familiar safety rules. 

It would be great if you could reinforce road safety rules at home.  

e.g. If walking to school choose the safest route.  Point out safe places to cross the road.  Look both ways 

for approaching traffic.  Walk, don’t run. Watch for cars reversing or turning in. 

There are a number of entrances to our school so it is important for children to know exactly which one 

they should use if they have to wait for you. Children under the age of nine can ride their bike to school 

if supervised by an adult. 

Ask your child to go directly to and from school.  Don’t allow them to stop to play or explore unless they 

have your permission. Tell your child never talk to strangers or accept rides.  

It is important that students wear helmets if they are riding or scooting. 

 

Drop off/Pick up 
Our school is a very busy drop off/pick up zone, especially as our enrolments increase. Please ensure 

that you are driving safely when approaching or leaving the school area. Drop off/Pick up your child 

quickly and move on so that others can come through. Your child is not to walk across the gravel areas 

in the back car park. They are to use the path or the nature strip to get to cars. Children are small and 

cannot be seen by drivers if they move behind parked cars. 

 

SAFETY IN THE PLAYGROUND  
While children are in the school ground between 8:40am and 3:15 pm they are under supervision. On 
wet and cold or extremely hot days, children will be supervised inside. There are two teachers on yard 
duty at recess and lunch times to ensure that all children feel safe and to provide a fast response to 
medical needs.  Our motto for the all interaction in the yard is to be ‘SAFE, FAIR AND FRIENDLY’. 

 

SCHOOL BUS SERVICES  
The school provides a bus service to families of enrolled children, the local kindergarten. Students from 

kindergarten (min age 4yo) to Year 6 are eligible for use of these services. The school is committed to 
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the safety of all those driving or travelling in the school busses. Students using the School Bus Service 

are required to follow Code of Conduct protocols. Application forms for the School Bus Service are 

available from the office.   

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  
The School Council meets twice a term on Mondays and is responsible for: 

• developing the school’s education policy within state-wide guidelines 

• overseeing the school’s finances 

• developing the school’s Student Code of Conduct 

• assisting in the selection of the school principal when a permanent vacancy occurs, and making a 
recommendation about the appointment to the Director of Education 

• employing non-teaching staff eg. Cleaning contractors  

• reporting on an annual basis to the community on its achievements 

• developing and maintaining school buildings and grounds  
 

CURRENT OFFICE BEARERS: 

PRESIDENT:    Kirsty Roberts 

SECRETARY    Kate Leigh  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER:               Jessica Kattwinkel (Principal)  

TREASURER:                                Luke Fitzpatrick  

DET REPRESENTATIVES:  Jaymie Lowe, Brendan King 

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES: Rob Lidgerwood, Abbey Gannon, Shanti Bock, Kelly Dodds, Claire Leeson 

 

School Council elections are held at the start of each year. Members of the School Community are always 

welcome to attend School Council Meetings. If you would like more information contact the School 

Council President, Principal or a School Councillor. 

 

SCHOOL CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS & CHARGES  
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we want 

to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families 

ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our students.  

Within our school, this support has allowed us to organise and coordinate rich, extensive programs 

outside of the traditional teaching and learning programs. Our reading and numeracy materials are 

extensive, and we are constantly adding new material for teachers to use to support personalised and 

quality learning.   

Our Specialist programs of Art, Music, Italian and PE all play an important part in allowing our students 

access to a varied curriculum and your financial contributions assist us with the purchasing of essential 

resources to support these areas. Our fantastic playgrounds, sports oval and outside facilities have all 

been supported through our combined efforts. 

In addition, due to the continued support of our wider school community we are fortunate to provide a 

one-to-one digital learning device for all students at our school.   



36 | P a g e  
 
 

These are the programs and events so essential in being able to provide the rich learning opportunities 

that foster our belief in developing the whole child.  

Birregurra Primary School Council manages the school budget to ensure curriculum contributions and 

charges are as low as possible for our families.  Several methods of payment are available, school 

account, cash, B-Pay or funds transfer. Families who have Health Care Cards are eligible to receive the 

CSEF Grant of approximately $125 per child, to cover costs associated with camps and excursions. 

Families experiencing hardship can make alternative arrangements for payments upon request. 

School accounts have BPay details as well as direct deposit details on them. Payments by cheque need 

to be made out to “Birregurra Primary School Council”. 

 

When you send money to school with your child for an excursion or other reason please put it in an 

envelope, write his or her name, grade and what the money is for on the outside. 

 

 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
Research is clear that nutrition plays a key role in the quality of a young person’s physical and neural 

development. For this reason, for optimum success with a student’s learning program, we believe that 

students should be fed the best quality nutrition possible. It is also important that students are 

encouraged and supported to take responsibility for the quality of food they eat themselves. 

Specifically, we ask families to: 

• provide lunches that are nutritious, wholesome and free of artificial chemicals/additives/colours, 

made up from fresh fruit, salads, vegetables, grains, nuts, eggs, meats, dairy, pasta or any other 

healthy, fresh, whole foods 

• empower students to make good choices about their own food by involving them in making their 

own healthy lunches 

• choose foods that avoid or reduce packaging and have a positive impact on our environment. 

Please note: Fridges are not available, please pack lunches in an insulated bag with an ice-brick. 

There are some food items that are well researched that we know have an adverse effect on children’s 

health or simply add no nutritional value to a lunch box. These foods are ones that we need co-operation 

with in excluding them from school lunch containers: lollies, sweet treats e.g. biscuits, cakes, foods 

containing chocolate, sugary spreads, chips, drinks (other than water). 

2023 School Curriculum Contributions and Charges (approximate.) 

 Annual Fee Due 

Consumable Learning Resources $200 Before June 30 

Subsidised Swimming Program $65 Term 3 

At least 3 excursions subsidised $50 Before excursion 

Grades 3-6 Camp – approximate amount $200- $350 Before camp  

Gold Coin Donations   Family choice 
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For those who would like more nutrition information, the link below will provide you with interesting 

information on children’s health; 

https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/schools/whole-school-approach 

https://www.fedup.com.au/factsheets/support-factsheets/eating-for-success 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/preventive-health/nutrition/victorian-healthy-eating-

enterprise 

Nude Food 

We encourage families to follow the Wipe Out Waste – Nude Food guidelines. 

 

What is Nude Food? Nude Food is food without excess packaging. This reduces the amount of ‘stuff’ 

that needs to go in bins to be sent to landfill. Durable, reusable containers are a great way to bring food, 

as they may last from pre-school through to high school and beyond, providing long term cost saving 

and environmental benefits. 

We encourage families to reduce the amount of material sent to landfill to benefit the environments by 

packing… 

• snacks/food in reusable containers 

• water in a reusable bottle 

• reusable utensils when needed 

• a reusable lunchbox. 

Avoid… 

• lunches packed in plastic bags, wrap, foil or baking paper 

• single use plastic forks and spoons 

• pre-packaged single-serve snack items. 

Tips for packing Nude Food lunches 

• Help children to make nutritious, waste-less lunches and let them make their own lunches. Try 

packing lunches the night before and storing them in the fridge overnight. 

• Discuss with your child what they would like to eat and how much. Be mindful of what comes 

home in your child’s lunchbox. If you are not sure how much they can eat at school, start small, 

e.g. a piece of fruit and a sandwich, and build it up if they are asking for more. 

• Cut up fruit and vegetables and pack them in reusable containers so that children can eat some 

and save the rest for later. For example, it is hard to take some bites from big apple at break and 

https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/schools/whole-school-approach
https://www.fedup.com.au/factsheets/support-factsheets/eating-for-success
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/preventive-health/nutrition/victorian-healthy-eating-enterprise
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/preventive-health/nutrition/victorian-healthy-eating-enterprise
http://www.wow.sa.gov.au/nude-food.html
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save the rest for lunchtime. It is easier to eat a wedge or two and then reseal the container. A 

rubber band around a sliced apple will prevent browning. 

• Buy snacks in larger bulk packs (rather than the more expensive so-called ‘convenience’ packs’ 

with lots of packaging) and have your children put the same quantity into a reusable-labelled 

container that they bring home each day. 

 

WATER BOTTLES IN CLASS 
It is important that students remain hydrated during the school day. For this reason, drink bottles are 

allowed in the classroom for easy access to water. Drink bottles should only contain water and not juices 

or cordials. For safety reasons, glass bottles are not permitted. 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
Our school newsletter is sent out electronically via XUNO each Monday. Alternatively you can access the 
newsletter via the school website. Instructions for installation of XUNO are included in the Enrolment 
pack.  
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM  
Birregurra’s School Uniform Policy requires students to wear a school uniform during school days and 

excursions. During the annual Polwarth Sports Day, students are required to wear sports uniform.  

Occasionally students will organise free dress or fancy dress days, when no uniform is required.  

We have decided to keep our school uniforms simple and affordable for our school community. Our 

uniform consists predominantly of clothing, which is available in standard colours from a range of 

suppliers.  Ideally, students will purchase at least one item of the school uniform with the school’s logo.  

These will be available on either the bomber Jacket, windcheater or polo shirt.  There is a uniform order 

in the Enrolment Pack. You are able to order new items of uniform each term.  

Purpose 

The compulsory wearing of school uniform at Birregurra Primary school: 

• promotes a sense of identity, cohesion and good order in the school 
• allows all students to feel equal 
• prevents bullying and competition on the basis of clothing 
• ensures students’ appearance reflects the expectations of their school community 
• enhances the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider community 
• strengthens the spirit of community within the school 
• enhances individual student safety and group security 
• ensures all students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities 
• encourages students to develop pride in their appearance and pride in the school. 
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Uniform Choices 

The colours of the school uniform are royal blue and white.  

Choose from the following items, depending on weather… 

Royal Blue polo top, long or short sleeve with 

logo 

Navy blue shorts-(Bike shorts only permitted 

on Sport’s Days) 

Navy blue skorts, skirts 

Gingham dress (checked blue and white) 

Black school shoes, OR 

Blundstone/Rossi/Crosby pull on boots OR 

sneakers. 

NO open toed shoes or crocs in summer. 

Broad brimmed or bucket hats in school 

colours compulsory from September to April 

and when UV Rating is above 3. 

Navy  blue Track pants- generic no labels 

Navy Blue leggings (under skirts, dresses) 

Bike shorts are only to be worn under 

dresses or on sports days Navy Blue 

pants, jeans/jeggings or shorts. 

Royal Blue jumper with logo 

Grade 6 graduation jacket 

 

 

Suppliers: Orders may be placed at the office – specific dates for orders to be taken are listed in the 

newsletter. Some uniform items are kept in stock at the school for emergency purchases.  

Implementation 

1.  All children are required to wear full school uniform daily 
2. Items of second hand uniform are also available at the school office. 
3. School hats and school bags are available for purchase direct from the office 
4. Contact will be made with families that are non-compliant with the uniform policy  

 ** PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING ** 
 

Please note:  

1. No thongs to be worn (unless for medical reasons). 
2. Jewellery within the school environment which may cause accident or injury is discouraged.  

Sleepers or studs only are to be worn. 
3. No tank tops, singlets and shoe-string tops, as these do not meet dress standards required in our 

Sun Protection Policy. 
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Seesaw is a student driven digital portfolio. It empowers students of all ages to create, reflect, 

collaborate and share what they are learning at school. Families are provided with a link to their child’s 

folder.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA & THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
Birregurra Primary School recognises the importance of the teacher, students and parents engaging, 
collaborating, learning and sharing through social media applications. These applications include, but 
are not limited to Facebook, Blogs, Remind, Teams and other online tools through which people connect 
and share information. 
 

All members of the School community are expected to use Social Media in a respectful and responsible 

manner. Social media should not be used to insult, present offensive or inappropriate content or to 

misrepresent Birregurra Primary School or any member of the school community. 

 

STUDENT PICK UP ARRANGEMENTS  
Classrooms are special spaces for students to learn. Please enter these spaces respectfully and arrange 
with their teacher, in advance, should you wish to pick your child up early (see Early Leave Passes section 
above for more information). If someone other than a parent or guardian is collecting your child, the 
school must have approval from the parent/guardian for this person to collect them. 
 
If you need to make changes to your child’s usual after school pick up arrangements, please contact the 

school office prior to 2.30pm to ensure your child and the class teacher can be informed. Changes may 

include bus bookings, alternative people to collect your child or you are running late to pick-up. 

 

STUDENT VOICE, AGENCY AND LEADERSHIP   
At Birregurra Primary School, leaders, teachers and students collaborate and 
plan how they will boost student voice, agency and leadership in classrooms and 
across all levels of schooling. 

Research suggests that there are compelling reasons to amplify student voice, 

agency and leadership. We recognise that young people who find their own voice 

in supportive school environments are more likely to develop a confident voice, 

a capacity to act in the world, and a willingness to lead others. By empowering students, we enhance 

student engagement and enrich their participation in the classroom, school and community. We help 

students to ‘own’ their learning and development, and create a positive climate for learning. 

When students have a strong sense of agency, starting with more commitment and a strengthened 

focus on their learning, a positive cycle of learning is generated. Students who are empowered to take 

ownership of their learning, understand and contribute to the development of learning intentions, are 

invested in the assessment processes and monitor their own learning goals and improvement.  
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As students become invested in their own learning, they gain a better understanding of what good 

learning is and the purpose of it. This enables them to evaluate their own work, and to more purposefully 

discuss progress and achievement with teachers, each of which has a significant effect size on 

achievement. 

In addition, empowering students to become partners in school decision making is recognition that 

students are knowledgeable experts in their lives. It acknowledges they can contribute to improving 

their schools and communities. 

At Birregurra Primary School, leaders, teachers and students collaborate and to plan how they will boost 
student voice, agency and leadership in classrooms and across all levels of schooling. 

 

WEB PAGE  
Our school website, http://birregurraps.vic.edu.au is a great way for families to keep up to date and 

informed with the latest news and events happening within our school. When you browse our website 

you will read information about our school and all of the programs that we have to offer. Forms and 

newsletters are also available on our web page. On occasions parents need to return questionnaires, 

surveys, permission forms, etc.  Notices for particular grades are sent home as needed. 

 

WELLBEING PROGRAMS  
Wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do.  Our wellbeing programs extend to children, families and 
staff members.  Our Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program is a major wellbeing 
initiative; however, we also offer a range of other programs to support students and families e.g. 
Mindfulness, Peaceful Kids, Smiling Minds. 
 

School Chaplain 
The chaplain’s role includes the pastoral care for the members of school and wider community. 

Responding to issues and critical incidents as they arise, as well as facilitating proactive relationship 

building, small group delivery and programs to ensure improved wellbeing outcomes for young people 

and their communities. 

 

The Chaplain’s role to provide the link needed between the physical, psychological and spiritual 

wellbeing of the students, parents/caregivers and teaching staff, ensuring that a holistic approach is 

undertaken as it seeks to produce resilient, resourceful, competent and successful individuals.  Duties 

include (but are not limited to): 

• building relationships and being present in the school community 

• implementation of preventative and proactive programs 

• promoting thinking about wellbeing 

• supporting classroom activities or individual students in class 

• assisting on school excursions or camps if required 

• accompanying child or parent to mediation and/or court appearances and to liaise with 

various service providers and local councils 

• home visits, if essential to the child’s wellbeing 

http://birregurraps.vic.edu.au/
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• understanding and developing appropriate boundaries 

• intervention and trauma support in crises and emergencies. 

Chaplains deal with a wide range of issues, including: 

• social relationship issues such as anger, peer relationships, loneliness and bullying 

• family relationship issues 

• the development of the self - sense of purpose, self-esteem, and mental health 

• the involvement of students in the community 

• addressing issues of social inclusion and racism. 

Duties also include informal conversations that have a pastoral intent, or assisting with appointments or 

referrals for people seeking help.   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships 

 
 
 

 

 

Respectful Relationships supports schools to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and 

behaviours – and to teach our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.  

● Developing positive and pro-social values 

● Developing strategies for coping and bouncing back 

● Finding courage in everyday life as well as in difficult circumstances 

● Optimist thinking and looking on the bright side 

● Amplifying positive emotions and managing negative emotions 

● Developing relationship skills 

● Using humour as a coping tool 

● Skills for countering bullying 

● Skills and attitudes for being successful. 
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Respectful Relationships integrates the teaching of these important personal and social skills within all 
key learning areas. It uses children’s literature to teach the key wellbeing and resilience concepts. It also 
incorporates cooperative learning strategies, circle time, educational games, music, drama, art and 
contemporary culture and technology. Many of the activities also feature critical and creative higher 
level thinking. 
 

The RRRR program is explicitly timetabled, taught each week in the classroom, and reinforced by linking 

to school values and student action groups.  

The program supports schools and early childhood settings to promote and model respect, positive 

attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and 

confidence.  The program links many areas of the Victorian Curriculum.  

Referral Programs - Students 
We offer a range of services to students through a referral process.  If children are requiring extra 

educational, health, social or emotional support we can access a range of in school services to support 

your child. 

Referral Programs– Families 
We provide information to families who are looking for specific services to help them with their needs.   

 

XUNO PARENT APP 

XUNO is an online platform to receive all school communications. XUNO is available via an app that can 

be downloaded through Google Play or the App Store. It can also be accessed through a website.  

Through XUNO the school is able to send out reminders and notifications about events, changes to 

assembly location etc.  

We use XUNO to distribute the weekly newsletter and student reports at the end of Term 2 and Term 

4. Parents and teachers can send instant messages to each other. 

Student’s attendance appears live as soon as the roll is marked. Parents are able to send in absence 

notifications to advise that their child /children will be away from school. We ask that any absence be 

reported by 9.10am.  

Please see the flyer in the enrolment pack for more information on how to download and register for 

XUNO.  



44 | P a g e  
 
 

Appendix 1 

EXCLUSION TIMES FOR INFECTIOUS CHILDHOOD CONDITION 
Some medical conditions require children to be excluded from school or child care to prevent the spread of 

infectious diseases among other children and School Team members, as well as the broader community.  

Minimum exclusion periods are recommended under the Public Health Act 2005. Some conditions require 

clearance by your doctor or local public health unit before your child can return to school. 

 

Disease or Condition Exclusion of Cases Exclusion of Contacts 

Amoebiasis 

(Entamoeba 

histolytica) 

Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased. Not excluded. 

Campylobacter Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased. Not excluded. 

Chickenpox Exclude until fully recovered or for at least 5 days after 

the eruption first appears. Note that some remaining 

scabs are not a reason for continued exclusion. 

Any child with an immune 

deficiency (for example, leukaemia) 

or receiving chemotherapy should 

be excluded for their own 

protection. Otherwise not 

excluded. 

Conjunctivitis (Acute 

infectious) 
Exclude until discharge from eyes has ceased. Not excluded. 

Diarrhoea Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased or until medical 

certificate of recovery is produced. 
Not excluded. 

Diphtheria Exclude until medical certificate of recovery is received 

following at least two negative throat swabs, the first 

not less than 24 hours after finishing a course of 

antibiotics and the other 48 hours later. 

Exclude family/household contacts 

until cleared to return by the 

Secretary. 

Haemophilus type b 

(Hib) 
Exclude until medical certificate of recovery is received. Not excluded. 

Hand, Foot and 

Mouth disease 
Until all blisters have dried Not excluded. 

Hepatitis A Exclude until a medical certificate of recovery is 

received, but not before 7 days after the onset of 

jaundice or illness. 

Not excluded. 

Herpes ("cold sores") Young children unable to comply with good hygiene 

practices should be excluded while the lesion is 

weeping. Lesions to be covered by dressing, where 

possible. 

Not excluded. 
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Human immuno-

deficiency virus 

infection (HIV/AIDS) 

Exclusion is not necessary unless the child has a 

secondary infection 
Not excluded. 

Impetigo Exclude until appropriate treatment has commenced. 

Sores on exposed surfaces must be covered with a 

watertight dressing. 

Not excluded. 

Influenza and 

influenza like illnesses 
Exclude until well. Not excluded. 

Leprosy Exclude until approval to return has been given by the 

Secretary 
Not excluded. 

Measles Exclude until at least 4 days after the onset of rash. Immunised contacts not excluded. 

Unimmunised contacts should be 

excluded until 14 days after the first 

day of appearance of rash in the 

last case. If unimmunised contacts 

are vaccinated within 72 hours of 

their first contact with the first case 

they may return to school. 

Meningitis (bacteria) Exclude until well. Not excluded. 

Meningococcal 

infection 
Exclude until adequate carrier eradication therapy has 

been completed. 
Not excluded if receiving carrier 

eradication therapy. 

Mumps Exclude for 9 days or until swelling goes down 

(whichever is sooner). 
Not excluded. 

Poliomyelitis Exclude for at least 14 days from onset. Re-admit after 

receiving medical certificate of recovery. 
Not excluded. 

Ringworm, scabies, 

pediculosis (head lice) 
Re-admit the day after appropriate treatment has 

commenced. 
Not excluded. 

Rubella (german 

measles) 
Exclude until fully recovered or for at least four days 

after the onset of rash. 
Not excluded. 

Salmonella, Shigella Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded. 

Severe Acute 

Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS) 

Exclude until medical certificate of recovery is produced. Not excluded unless considered 

necessary by the Secretary. 

Streptococcal 

infection (including 

scarlet fever) 

Exclude until the child has received antibiotic treatment 

for at least 24 hours and the child feels well. 
Not excluded. 
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Trachoma Re-admit the day after appropriate treatment has 

commenced. 
Not excluded. 

Tuberculosis Exclude until receipt of a medical certificate from the 

treating physician stating that the child is not considered 

to be infectious. 

Not excluded. 

Typhoid (including 

paratyphoid fever) 
Exclude until approval to return has been given by the 

Secretary. 
Not excluded unless considered 

necessary by the Secretary. 

Verotoxin producing 

Escherichia coli (VTEC) 
Exclude if required by the Secretary and only for the 

period specified by the Secretary. 
Not excluded. 

Whooping cough Exclude the child for 5 days after starting antibiotic 

treatment. 
Exclude unimmunised household 

contacts aged less than 7 years and 

close child care contacts for 14 days 

after the last exposure to infection 

or until they have taken 5 days of a 

10 day course of antibiotics. 

Worms (Intestinal) Exclude if diarrhoea present. Not excluded. 

 

 

 

 


