
Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 
‘Living & Learning Together’ 

58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242 

Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028 

Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel 

Term 4, Week 9— 29th November 2021 

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 

 Welcome to Week 9! We hope our students and families are enjoying an extra day off today and a rest 

ahead of an exciting end to the 2021 school year. Teachers are using today’s Curriculum Day to analyse 

a range of data sets collected through observations, conferencing, and formal assessments in English 

and Mathematics. These will ensure our teachers can provide an accurate picture of student  

achievement in Semester Two reports. Student reports will be distributed to families on Monday 13th of 

December via the Xuno portal.   

 

Healthy Heroes Program 

Last Monday, all students participated in the Healthy Heroes Program here at school. A team from the Geelong Cats and 

GMHBA Healthy Heroes educators ran through a range of activities aimed at educating our students on a Healthy Lifestyle. This 

ended with an outdoor clinic for our students.  All students also received a range of resources including brain breaks / mindful-

ness ideas, booklets and magnets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing 

As we shared with the school community last Wednesday, Mr Fetherston has accepted a new position for next year at a school 

much closer to his home. I’d like to publicly congratulate Mr Fetherston on his appointment and thank him for his commitment 

to our school community over the last ten years. Mr Fetherston is a dedicated, professional and amazing member of our team 

and he will certainly be missed by staff, students and families alike.  



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

As the saying goes, when one door closes another one opens. We have now begun the recruitment process and are excited to 

be adding a new member to our teaching team. We hope to have the recruitment process completed by the last week of term 

and look forward to sharing the news of the successful applicant with our school community.  

In other staffing news, Ms Gabby has also accepted a new position in 2022 closer to her family. Although only with us for a 

term, Ms Gabby is clearly a passionate Art teacher and has supported our students to complete some amazing pieces of Art 

this term. Recruitment for the MACC position is also currently underway.  

We wish both Mr Fetherston and Ms Gabby every success for the future. 

Emergency Drill 

Last Thursday our school participated in a mandatory emergency lockdown drill. A school lockdown confines all staff and stu-

dents to the classroom due to a perceived or real threat; isolation of staff and students inside the school limits exposure to risk 

to outside contaminants: people, dangerous animals or situations. Teachers and  students responded calmly and promptly to 

the initiation of the drill, and everyone was accounted for in a timely manner.  

The purpose of any type of school drill is to prepare all students and adults with the knowledge they need to quickly make their 

way to safety in the event of an emergency. These drills are a requirement for all schools and play an important role in training 

school staff to know in advance their responsibilities so they can take the lead in an emergency. It’s equally important for  

students to know the planned procedures so they can work cooperatively with adults. Well done team on a successful and 

calm emergency drill.  

 

Footy Gala Day 

On Thursday, students in years 3-6 participated in a Footy Gala Day at the Birregurra Recreation Reserve. AFL Barwon hosted 

the event to students from Birregurra, Deans Marsh and Beeac Primary schools. Fortunately, the weather was kind allowing 

students to make the most of the day. AFL Victoria coaches taught the students different skills around the ground, game-based 

tactics, and basics on how to work as a team to move the ball. There was also a longest kick competition and some short games 

involving a mix of students from each of the schools. This provided another great opportunity for our students to connect with 

other students from local schools. Check out the photos from the day in today’s newsletter. Thanks to Mr King, Mr Fetherston 

and Ms Hannah for supporting our students on the day and embracing the activities! 

 

Prep Transition  

On Friday we held our final 2022 Prep transition day. It was wonderful to see our new students engaging in a range of activities 

supported by their buddies and new friends. The students were very excited to stay for recess and lunch play. Mrs Mac did a 

great job once again as did our grade 5 students who revelled in their roles supporting their new buddies.  

Thanks to the 2022 parents and carers for attending our ‘meet and greet’ afternoon tea in the Multi-Purpose Room and the 

opportunity to chat with other parents and staff. We are all very excited for 2022 and this important milestone for children and 

families.  

 

Secondary School Transition  
It is also a very exciting time for our year 6’s as they begin their transition to secondary school. Students attending both Trinity 

College and Colac Secondary College will spend the day at their chosen school this Tuesday 30th November. School bus  

arrangements are available to all students. This is a good opportunity for them to get to know their bus route. Please contact 

Kerrie O’Connor on 52319800 if requiring more information about buses. We hope our students enjoy their day Tuesday and 

look forward to hearing all about it on Wednesday.  

 

Talent Quest & Market Day 

We are super excited to be able to hold our 2021 Talent Quest and Market Day this week. Unfortunately, we were unable to 

hold this amazing event last year due to restrictions.  Nevertheless, it is back, and our teachers and students have been      

working hard behind the scenes in preparation for the day to be held this Thursday 2nd December. Families are welcome to 

attend part or all of the day however as per department requirements, all visitors must check in using the QR code and show 

evidence of vaccination status. 



The talent quest kicks off at 9:15am in the Multi-Purpose Room with some very excited students eager to take to the stage! 

This will be followed by the ‘Birre Café’ which is open in the Art Room to parents and carers from 11:00-11:30am and run by 

our Junior School Council representatives. Finally, our Market Stalls will be operating from 11:30-1:00pm.  

Please see other important details below: 

Cost   
• There is no cost to enter the Talent Quest. 

• A gold coin donation from all students on the day would be appreciated.  

• Prices for Market Day vary.  Students will need their own wallet/purse and small coins will assist with change.   

Why Market Day   
Market Day is an integral part of our financial literacy unit of work.  Students will enjoy the real-life experience of preparing for 

and conducting a business.  This year all business opportunities will be organised within each grade level.  

All businesses donate the materials needed for the enterprise and the earnings to the 

Junior School Council. This year funds raised support incursions for 2022. 

 

Christmas Raffle  

This year we are running a Christmas raffle thanks to the generous donations from 

the Geelong Cats and the GMHBA Healthy Heroes program. There are four prize 

packs to be won. Keep your eye out for raffle tickets which will be sent home this 

week.  Winners will be drawn at our final assembly on Thursday 16th December.  

 

Sugar Free-Zies Day 

Last Friday we held a Sugar Free-Zies Day. Sugar Free-zies are icy-poles that contain no preservatives, zero sugar and nothing 
artificial.  Our school is supporting the No Nasties Project which is on a crusade to remove over 500 tons of sugar from Austral-
ian diets without removing the fun or the yum! This is a Junior School Council fundraiser and run by our JSC team. This Friday 
we will once again by selling Sugar Free-Zies at lunch time. A gold coin donation is required.  

Working Bee – Sunday December 5th  
On Sunday December 5th at 9:30am we will be holding a Working Bee. There are several jobs to be done including the remov-

al of garden beds surrounding the Science Room portable and pruning of bushes. If you are available on the 5th and can spare 

an hour or two, we would love for you to join us. Shovels, wheelbarrows, and secateurs would be handy. Please let us know if 

you plan on attending by phoning the office. Thanks in advance for your support! 

 

Thanks  

We are so very thankful to the wider school community for their 

amazing support. Firstly, huge thanks to the parents that gave up 

their time to help with the Book Fair! It was a great success with 

approximately $2000 in sales which allowed the school to select 

$600 worth of books to add to our classroom libraries. This is a  

fantastic result which would not have been possible without the 

support of our school community.  



Thanks also to the families that provided a plate for our 2022 Prep Meet & Greet session on Friday. It was a wonderful        

opportunity for our prep families to come together and chat over a cuppa and some delicious Afternoon Tea.  

Finally, a big shout out to Otway Artisan Bakery, Justin Garner and the Birregurra community for donating new soccer nets to 

our school.  We are certainly excited to get them up and enjoy using them in the nicer weather.  

 

On behalf of the Birregurra team, thank you for your generosity, support, and willingness to contribute to making our school 

the best it can be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful week everyone and please don’t hesitate to contact us if we can help in any way! 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 

 

Dates for the Calendar … 

 
 Monday 29th November  Curriculum Day—No students  

Tuesday 30th November 
Country Schools Year 7 Transition Day—Colac  

Secondary School / Trinity College 

Wednesday 1st December  Wheelie Wednesday 3-6  

Thursday 2nd December Talent Quest / Market Day 

Sunday 5th December Working Bee 9:30am  

Monday 6th December P-2 Excursion Narana Aboriginal Centre 

Tuesday 7th December 
Year 7 Orientation Day—Colac Secondary College / 

Trinity College 

Wednesday 8th December Final School Council Dinner meeting 6.00pm 

Thursday 9th December Grade 6 Graduation / School Concert 

Friday 10th December ‘Go Ride A Wave’ excursion 3—6 Students  

Monday 13th December Grade 6 Excursion 

Thursday 16th December 
Final Assembly  

Final Day for Students 

Friday 17th December Curriculum Day—No Students 



Footy Gala Day 

On Thursday, all students in grade 3  

to 6 participated in a footy gala day  

run by the Geelong Cats.  

We practiced lot’s of different drills  

including marking, tackle bag  

and kicking.  

Ms Hannah kicked an awesome goal! 



Students of the Week 

Prep 

Hettie G 
For her terrific determination to challenge herself during our numeracy 
sessions. 

Harvey B 
Congratulations on using your sounding strategies to build your sentences 
for your writing. 

Ava R 
Go Ava! Great observations and thoughtful comments during our ‘Big 
Book’ shared reading. 

Grade 1  
Evelyn W 

For your outstanding sentence building during our Sounds Write session. 
Well done Evelyn! 

Stevie G 
For your terrific character voices and expression while reading. You bring 
your stories to life!  

Grade 2 

Felix D 
For your sensational participation during our RACV Safety Squad  
Incursion. Very impressive, well done Felix!  

Savannah K 

For being an exceptional role model and classroom helper. Your  
organised approach to learning allows you to experience many successes. 
Well done Savannah!  

Xavier K 
For your outstanding effort to improve your handwriting. Your letter size 
and formation is beautiful, keep it up Xav!    

Grade 

3/4   

Mitch G 
Your fantastic assessment marks are a result of your willingness to work 
hard all semester. Outstanding effort Mitch!  

Kyra G 
Your willingness to lend a hand and work well with your team on our 
camp day experience was terrific. Well done!  

Tyrell G 
Your willingness to lend a hand and always remain positive makes you a 
wonderful role model to your peers. Brilliant effort Ty!!  

Theo F 
Your engagement in all writing tasks this term has been outstanding. Well 
done! 

Jonah C 
 Your Remembrance Day project highlighted your well-developed ICT 
skills. Super stuff Jonah!  

Marshall H 
You demonstrated outstanding teamwork on our camp day when helping 
set up, cook and clean up. Well done!  

Celeste Mc 
For your willingness  to work hard and always remain on task. Keep up 
the good work. 

Scarlett S 
You demonstrated outstanding leadership and teamwork during our 
camp day setting a fine example for your peers!  

Grade 

5/6      

Jae S 
For showing integrity and maturity. Making sure that people feel  
accepted and welcomed in our school community. 

Felicity D 
Your enthusiasm for our market day has been fantastic. You have stayed 
focused all week, preparing your resources.  

Aidan M 
You have been an incredible buddy, showing tremendous leadership and 
compassion to others.  

Miller L 
Your helpfulness during the prep transition days has been greatly  
appreciated. 

Art Lottie K 
For her wonderful 100 line drawing challenge. You showed excellent 
brush control and fine artistic judgement in your colours and shapes.  



Principal’s Award 
Marshall Hutson 

For demonstrating responsibility and initiative during our camp  
experience, embracing the opportunity to cook and serve his peers and 

teachers. 





  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

RESILIENCE:  If you have a degree of dis-

content or feel stuck about how your life is 

panning our, having a goal is a good way to 

change the current trajectory. 

Goals help bring out your true potential.  They 

create energy, focus and they force you to  

live your life more consciously. 

If it doesn’t work out, you will have extended 

yourself, learnt new skills, met new people and 

perhaps discovered other ideas worth explor-

ing.  If it does work out, the first question you’ll 

ask yourself is ‘why didn’t I do this sooner?”   
          The Big Little Book of Resilience 

                                                                by Matthew Johnstone. 

Reminder… Breakfast Club… 8:15am Tuesday … 
Don’t forget… 

How did you go with last week’s riddle? 

Did you guess – AN EGG? 

Okay…Riddle me this… 

When I’m ripe, I’m green,  

when you eat me, I’m red,  

and when you spit me out, I’m black… 

What am I? 

Continuing with our theme of 

 Being Brave and using your 

voice, each year level has been 

looking at different situations 

they may need to use courage. 

Times when you may need to 

stand up and say no for yourself 

and times when you may need 

to step up on behalf of others.  

Whatever the situation it’s  

important to use your voice to 

say ‘NO’, your feet to ‘WALK 

AWAY’, and your courage to go 

and ‘TELL’ a safe adult you can 

trust what has happened. 




