Term 4, Week 8— 22nd November 2021

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week 8. What a big week we had last week! The Safety
Squad sessions last Monday were very informative, delivering key
safety messages in an age appropriate and engaging way. It was
another opportunity to empower our students to make educated
decisions when out and about on our roads.
The Year 6’s had their final Small Schools, Big Connection session on Tuesday which was another fabulous opportunity for our students to connect with others ahead of secondary school. Remi shares more about this
program in today’s newsletter!
The Littlelight virtual incursion on Wednesday was engaging and fun, well done to the senior students for their special roles and
a big thanks to Mrs Mac (library teacher) for all her work behind the scenes, organising and setting up props and getting into
the spirit of the day.
Thursday delivered all weather conditions for our 3/4 camp experience held here at school. It was an awesome day with teamwork challenges, camp cooking and many laughs. Thanks to Mr King for his preparation in ensuring the day was a great success.
Last but least we welcomed our 2022 Prep students for their second transition day on Friday morning. This proved another
valuable chance to familiarise the new students with our school routine and to enjoy some time playing at recess. I also had the
pleasure of once again working with this years preps in all things ‘chickens’!

Planning
With only four weeks of the school year remaining, we are busy finalising all manner of things but also importantly, establishing
strong planning for 2022. At this time of the year we are completing assessments and student reports, organising staffing,
arranging 2022 classes and engaging in transition activities and programs at either end of the school – prep and year 6. We look
forward to sharing more information regarding 2022 with our school community in the coming weeks.

TheirCare Parent Information Session
Last Wednesday evening, TheirCare our new Outside School Hours Care provider
held a parent information session to share more about their organisation and the
program which will commence at the beginning of 2022. The session was recorded
for those that were unable to attend. To access the session please click on the
following link: Birregurra Parent Information Evening 2021-11-17-18-31-43

Breakfast Program Update
Our final order for 2021 has arrived, and it is pleasing to see the addition of bread into the program, as toast is always a popular choice. The majority of our items at the breakfast program are ‘green rated’. If you would like to know more about green
and red rated food items, please visit the Healthy Eating Advisory Service which explains the traffic light system in more detail.
Please join us for Breakfast Club this Tuesday morning from 8:15am.

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Healthy Heroes
Today the Geelong Cats Healthy Heroes team are visiting our school to run two half hour
sessions with our students as well as a footy clinic. Healthy Heroes focuses on positive
behaviour change across five key areas; physical activity, healthy eating, hydration,
screen time and sleep. Delivered by AFL and AFLW players and Cats staff, Healthy Heroes
is proudly presented by GMHBA. We look forward to sharing more about the day in next
week’s newsletter.

Footy Gala Day
Birregurra PS grades 3-6 students have the opportunity to join students from Beeac and Deans Marsh Primary Schools this
Thursday 25th November for a Footy Gala Day run by AFL Barwon. The day will take place from 10:00-2:00 and will be held at
the Birregurra Recreation Reserve. It will consist of game play and game sense activities, competitions and prizes, Clawdia and
Half Cat mascots, music and visiting football players. It is recommended the children wear sneakers for the event, no need for
any footy boots. Mr King, Mr Fetherston and Ms Hannah will accompany our students on the day.

2022 Prep Transition & Meet & Greet Afternoon Tea
Last Friday was another successful prep transition day with happy faces enjoying
getting to know their new educational setting. A shout out to Mrs Alison
McDonald, our chaplain Sue Bath and our super supportive buddies for ensuring
that our new students are engaged and experiencing a positive start to school
life.
This Friday 26th November is our final Prep transition session and this will take
place from 9:00-2:15pm. We warmly welcome our 2022 prep parents/carers to
join us for an informal ‘Meet & Greet’ afternoon tea in the Multi-Purpose room
from 1:45-2:15pm on this day. This is a chance for parents to catch up over a
cuppa, discuss all things school and meet our staff. Please note that as per
Education Department guidelines, parents/carers are required to check in and
must meet vaccination requirements.

Working Bee – Sunday December 5th
On Sunday December 5th at 9:30am we will be holding a Working Bee.
There are a number of jobs to be done including the removal of some garden beds, playground edging and general tidy up. If you are available on
the 5th and can spare an hour or two, we would love for you to join us. For
more information, feel free to contact either myself or Luke Fitzpatrick.

Grade 6 Graduation & School Concert
Thanks for your patience as we awaited the latest announcements from the Victorian Premier and the updated operational
guidelines from the Department of Education to finalise graduation and concert arrangements. In positive news, the latest
guidelines allow graduation ceremonies and school concerts on school sites involving external guests (like parents & special
guests) with no limitations on numbers. Please note that as per the Department’s guidelines, ‘parents, carers and other adult
visitors attending an outdoor event or gathering held at schools are required to be fully vaccinated. Parents, carers and adult
visitors must check in using the QR codes and schools must sight vaccination information’. We appreciate your understanding
with this requirement as we adhere to the current health & departmental guidelines.
The evening will take place on Thursday December 9th and will begin at 6:00pm where we invite students and their families to
bring along a picnic rug, chairs and enjoy a picnic together. Our Grade 6 graduation ceremony and presentations will begin at
6:30pm sharp. This will be followed by our school concert.
We are very much looking forward to celebrating this special milestone with our grade 6 students and their families, the wider
school community and ending the year on a positive note.
Thanks everyone for your ongoing commitment to your child’s education. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need to
discuss concerns about your child. Have a fabulous week!
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Dates for the Calendar …
Monday 22nd November

‘Healthy Heroes’ Program & Footy Clinic
Final day of Book Fair
Emergency Drill

Thursday 25th November

Footy Gala Day @ Birre Rec Reserve (3-6
students)
Assembly 2.45pm

Friday 26th November

Prep Transition 9.00am—2.15pm
JSC Sugar Free-zies Fundraiser, gold coin donation

Monday 29th November

Curriculum Day—No students

Tuesday 30th November

Country Schools Year 7 Transition Day—Colac
Secondary School / Trinity College

Thursday 2nd December

Talent Quest / Market Day

Sunday 5th December

Working Bee 9:30am

Monday 6th December

P-2 Excursion Narana Aboriginal Centre

Tuesday 7th December

Year 7 Orientation Day—Colac Secondary College /
Trinity College

Wednesday 8th December

Final School Council Dinner meeting 6.00pm

Thursday 9th December

Grade 6 Graduation / School Concert

Friday 10th December
Monday 13th December
Thursday 16th December
Friday 17th December

‘Go Ride A Wave’ excursion 3—6 Students
Grade 6 Excursion
Final Assembly
Final Day for Students
Curriculum Day—No Students

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on
5236 2222.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week...
November

23rd
26th

Xav K
Matilda G

Small Schools Big Connections – Remi G
On the 9th and 16th of November, Birregurra’s year sixes experienced two amazing days with
other year sixes from local schools – Alvie, Forrest, Beeac and Deans Marsh. We participated in
a range of team and brain activities, all leaving us tired and hot at the end of the day.
At the beginning of each day, everyone was assigned a group. In that group we all participated
in the brain and team activities. Some examples of activities we did were: Tug of War, Pentathlon, Obstacle Course and ranking survival items. One of my favourite activities was playing
European Handball with my team. It was so much fun to play and laugh around.
For lunch each week we had Subway sandwiches, milo and a cookie.
The point of the Small Schools, Big Connections project was for ‘the soon to be year 7’s’ to
make new friends for high school and that we did!

Grade 3/4 Camp Experience
Day
Our day started with breakfast
including cereal and pancakes
made by Mr. King.
We had team challenges
throughout the day including
setting up shelter, tug of war
and having to keep a hula hoop
off the ground.
Lunch was sausages on the
camp fire and s’mores.
It was so much fun!

How did you go with last week’s riddle?
Did you guess – LIGHT?
Okay…Riddle me this…
I have to be broken before you can use
me…

Reminder…Breakfast Club…8:15am Tuesday
…Don’t forget…

While grade one and two
students have been thinking about fair play, our
years three to six students
have been considering
what it means to have a
voice. We listened to a
little of Malala Yousefzai’s
story…a young girl who
used her voice to make
sure she didn’t lose her
opportunity to an education. We also listened to
Joseph Wang as he shared
how he needed to be
brave as he began life in a
new country with a new
language.
We then worked in groups
to explore what message
we would share with everyone and created an
amazing video clip.

RESILIENCE:

If someone has done the
wrong thing by you, one of the best (and
sometimes toughest) things you can do is
find a place in your heart for forgiveness.
When you forgive you can let go; when you
let go, you can move forward.
This by no means condones what they have
done. You don’t have to see them again.
You don’t have to tell them.
Forgiveness simply allows you to get on with
your life.
The Big Little Book of Resilience

