Term 4, Week 7 — 15th November 2021

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week 7, more than half way through the final term of yet another challenging school year. Staff
continue to engage students in focused teaching and learning tasks. The students are to be commended on their
ongoing focus and gratitude for being back at school. While the end of year is fast approaching, there are still
many learning opportunities for our students and a lot to look forward to for the remainder of the year.

Small Schools, Big Connections
Last Tuesday we hosted the first of two Small Schools Grade 6 transition days. Our school welcomed grade 6 students from
Forrest, Deans Marsh, Alvie and Beeac Primary School’s to join in a range of activities run by Michelle Hemley and her team.
The day was a huge success with the sun shining and students participating enthusiastically in all activities further
strengthening their interschool connections ahead of secondary school. The second day will be held this Tuesday and will focus
on a ‘survivor challenge’.

Prep Transition
Last Friday we held our first Prep transition day. It was fantastic to be able to
have our 2022 preps onsite to familiarise themselves with the school setting
and the students and teachers they will be working with next year. We are
very much looking forward to this Friday where the students will complete
their second transition day, this time having an opportunity to enjoy recess.
While the new preps were spending time in the prep classroom, I had the
opportunity to work with our current preps in the Art room. Our morning
activities were all based on Pirates. We read four different pirate books,
identifying the similarities and differences between each, made pirate hats,
pirate puppets and completed alphabet dot to dots.

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Book Fair Open!
In exciting news, the Scholastic Book Fair has arrived at our school. Thanks to Mrs Leigh and Kirsty Kelly for their help setting
the fair up on Friday afternoon. The Book Fair will run from today through to next Monday 22nd November. Families are
welcome to visit the fair in the Multi-Purpose Room before school from 8:40-9:00 or after school from 3:00-3:30, each day.
People are asked to enter via the back-double doors and must check in on arrival and follow mask and vaccination
requirements. Alternatively, orders can be made online from home with details of how to do this available on the Wishlist.
Your child will have the opportunity to visit the fair early this week with their class and complete a Wishlist. If you have any
queries regarding the Book Fair, please contact the office.

Outside School Hours Parent Information Evening
As mentioned in last week’ s newsletter, we are extremely excited to be offering Outside School Hours Care in 2022. This
Wednesday evening, TheirCare, our chosen provider is holding a Parent Information Evening at 6:30pm via WebEx. Details on
how to join can be found on the flyer attached to the newsletter. I encourage everyone to jump on and learn more about this
service and how it works.

Year 3/4 Camp Experience
This Thursday, our 3/4 students will have the opportunity to
engage in a range of camp like activities on school grounds.
More information will be forwarded to families and students
regarding what this day will look like. Please note students can wear casual clothes for the day.

Shade Sail Grant
I am pleased to advice we have been successful in obtaining funding to create an outdoor space for learning. This has been an
initiative of the Victorian School Building Authority to encourage classes to be taken outdoors with the protection of the shade
sail. We are currently obtaining quotes and will keep you updated with the project’s progression.

Congratulations
On behalf of the BPS community, we would like to congratulate Felicity (Grade 5) and Parker and Samson (Grade 3) on their
selection in the Colac Kookas Representative basketball teams. We are all very proud of you and can’t wait to hear about how
you go!

End of Year Events
We are very excited to now have the opportunity to engage in a range of end of year activities and events. Please check out the
‘Dates for the Calendar’ section and take note of specific dates. More details of events will be provided shortly once finalised.
Keep an eye out for permission slips and more information.

Parent Payment Arrangements
School council passed the Parent Payment Arrangements for 2022 at our October meeting. In our school, we are mindful of
costs for families and try to keep fees as low as possible so have therefore agreed to keep our fees at $200 once again in 2022.
This fee includes all necessary items for the year including workbooks, stationary, paper, whiteboards, etc as well as access to a
one-to-one digital device. Families do not need to supply any of these items. Our ability to do this relies on our strategic use of
all funds, including locally raised funds, and also on families paying their booklist fees. Please find attached a copy of the Parent
Payment Arrangements for 2022.

Intentions for 2022
If you have changing circumstances in 2022 and this will be reflected in your child’s enrolment at our school, we kindly ask that
you contact our school office to inform us of your intentions for 2022. This will help us to plan our class structures for 2022 and
confirm staffing arrangements.

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Thanks everyone for your ongoing commitment to your child’s education. Please do not hesitate to make contact with us if
you need to discuss concerns about your child. We are always here to listen and put a support plan in place. Have a fabulous
week,
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Before School 8.40am to 9.00am, After School 3.00pm to 3.30pm
15th to 22nd November, Multipurpose Room

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on
5236 2222.

Dates for the Calendar …
Monday 15th November

RACV Safety Squad Incursion P-6

Tuesday 16th November

Small Schools, Big Connections Grade 6
Transition Day 2—hosted here at Birre!

Wednesday 17th November

‘The Littlelight’ Virtual Performance
‘Wheelie Wednesday’ 3-6 Students
TheirCare Parent Info Session 6.30pm

Thursday 18th November

Grade 3/4 Camp Experience

Friday 19th November
Monday 22nd November

Prep Transition 9.00am—11.30am
‘Healthy Heroes’ Program & Footy Clinic

Wednesday 24th November

Offsite Evacuation Drill

Thursday 25th November

Assembly 2.45pm

Friday 26th November

Prep Transition 9.00am—2.15pm

Monday 29th November

Curriculum Day—No students

Tuesday 30th November

Country Schools Year 7 Transition Day—Colac
Secondary School / Trinity College

Thursday 2nd December

Talent Quest / Market Day

Monday 6th December

P-2 Excursion Narana Aboriginal Centre

Tuesday 7th December

Year 7 Orientation Day—Colac Secondary College /
Trinity College

Wednesday 8th December

Final School Council Dinner meeting 6.00pm

Thursday 9th December

Grade 6 Graduation / School Concert

Friday 10th December
Monday 13th December
Thursday 16th December
Friday 17th December

‘Go Ride A Wave’ excursion 3—6 Students
Grade 6 Excursion
Final Assembly
Final Day for Students
Curriculum Day—No Students

Students of the Week
Hunter S

For his terrific sentences, using our focus sound, in Sounds Write.

Soraya M

For her sensational enthusiasm as we share our ‘how will I know I am
successful?’ learning goals.

Prep

Grade 1

Stevie G
James G
Patrick D

Grade 2

Alister G
Vivienne G

Grade
3/4

For your strong understanding of rhyming poetry. Super effort!

Hugh F

For your outstanding week in P.E classes. Keep working hard.

Theo F

For being a wonderful teacher’s assistant. Well done!

Phoebe C

Luella H
Meah P
Alisha A
Rueben F—P
Miller L

Art

For your sensational effort to use paragraphs in your weekend writing. Well
done Viv!

Ollie D

Marshall H

Grade
5/6

For your sensational creativity in constructing your ‘Under the Sea’ diorama.
Well done Stevie!
For your outstanding use of WOW words in your Big Write this week. Great work
James!
For your commitment to segmenting and blending sounds during our Sounds
Write sessions this week. Your commitment and concentration has been
wonderful.
For your outstanding design and creativity in creating our Under the Sea Inquiry
dioramas. Well done Ali!

Ezra F

Your focus in class this week has been wonderful. Keep up the good work!
For being an excellent team member during her transition day, setting the example of teamwork, cooperation and enthusiasm.
For being an excellent team member during her transition day, setting the example of teamwork, cooperation and enthusiasm.
For being an excellent team member during her transition day, setting the example of teamwork, cooperation and enthusiasm.
You continue to challenge yourself, growing as a learner in all areas.
Your enthusiasm for your fish book has been fantastic. You created an excellent
fish book guide.
Your fantastic attitude towards your learning has been wonderful. You continue
to ask thoughtful questions and stay focused on the task at hand.
For his amazing improvement in his cutting skills. Ezra you are growing and
learning like a trouper. Keep it up. Fantastic effort.

Principal’s Award
Beau C

For demonstrating a kind, caring and responsible attitude
supporting your peers of all ages.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week...
November

17th
19th
21st

Olivia M
Lottie K
Eliza C

Orders MUST BE placed via
QuickCliq by 9am on Thursday
morning. Late orders will not be
accepted.
Please note—if doing a bank
transfer for credit, this can
take up to 3 days to appear on
your QuickCliq account.

Wheelie Wednesday

Our Junior School students embraced the sunshine and the opportunity to ride
their scooters or bikes on Wednesday as part of our fun lunchtime activities!

Reminder: Breakfast Club…8:15am Tuesday morning…Don’t forget…
How did you go with last week’s riddle?
Did you guess – A cob of corn?
Okay…Riddle me this…
I can fill up a room without taking any
space…

Years One and
Two had lots of
giggles playing
games, old and
new. Learning
about rules and
fair play.

RESILIENCE:
As you get older you begin to realise how important having good friends is.
A good friend has a positive influence and is a
good listener who is interested in you and your
life. Good friends are supportive and never use
put downs. They are people you can share your
values with, laugh with and where conversations
flow naturally.
So, take the time to practise being a great friend.
The Big Little Book of Resilience
by Matthew Johnstone.

Hi to you
all,

Sue

Birregurra Primary School OSHC
Parent Information Evening

About the Program
Birregurra Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide this service
to your school commencing Term 1 2022. We would like to welcome you to a
Parent Information Evening on Wednesday 17th November 2021 at 6:30pm via
WebEx so we can answer all your questions.
WebEx link:
https://meet141.webex.com/meet141/j.php?MTID=m7dc11653d770866f69b1206a21102997

Birregurra Primary School
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242

Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Birregurra Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like to advise
you of Birregurra Primary School’s voluntary financial contributions for 2022.
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we want to assure you
that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families ensures that our school can
offer the best possible education and support for our students. We want to thank you for all you support, whether
that’s through fundraising or volunteering your time. This has made a huge difference to our school and the
programs we can offer.
Within our school this support has allowed us to organise and coordinate rich, extensive programs outside of the
traditional teaching and learning programs. Our reading and numeracy materials are extensive, and we are
constantly adding new material for teachers to use to support personalised and quality learning.
Our Specialist programs of Art, Music, Italian and PE all play an important part in allowing our students access to a
varied curriculum and your financial contributions assist us with the purchasing of essential resources to support
these areas. Our fantastic playgrounds, sports oval and outside facilities have all been supported through our
combined efforts.
In addition, due to the continued support of our wider school community we are fortunate to provide a one-to-one
digital learning device for all students at our school.
These are the programs and events so essential in being able to provide the rich learning opportunities that foster
our belief in developing the whole child.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview attached.

Yours sincerely,

Jessica Kattwinkel

Kirsty Roberts

Principal

School Council President

Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to access
the Curriculum

Amount

Foundation to Year 2 students will be issued with the following classroom consumables, materials and equipment:
Exercise books – dotted thirds/ lined (size dependent on Year level)
Display folders
Scrapbooks
Writing time handwriting book (F-2)
2B/HB pencils
Twistable crayons (F-2)
Pencil case / pencil boxes (dependent on Year level)
Pencil Sharpener, eraser, glue sticks, scissors and ruler
Coloured Textas
Coloured paper A3 and A4
Student Communication / Reading Diary
Clear sticky Tape / Masking Tape
Whiteboard markers (for use with mini whiteboards)
Highlighters
Book box
Cover paper A3 and A4
Tissues
Icy pole sticks, coloured match sticks, pasta

$ 100.00

Materials for Specialist Subjects including Italian / Library/ Music: exercise

$ 20.00

Cost of student consumables for the MARC program

$ 25.00

Ingredients for classroom cooking activities
Flour, Oil, Sugar, Eggs, Butter, Baking soda, Other Ingredients

$ 10.00

Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials

$ 13.00

Technology Contribution
The Technology Contribution assists with the cost of technology in the school – hardware, software, digital learning devices (i.e. interactive televisions, computers and tablets). This contribution also assists with the upkeep and upgrading of digital learning
devices.

$ 20.00

Annual Online Subscriptions
Sunshine Online

$ 12.00

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities

Amount

Facilities Contribution

$ 20.00
SUMMARY OF PARENT PAYMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

Curriculum contributions

$ 200.00

Other Contributions

$ 20.00
TOTAL

$ 220.00

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities
Birregurra Primary School offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience
of students and are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays basis.
If you would like to purchase an item or activity for your child, please indicate on the table below and return this to
the school by Friday 12th November.
Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Amount

F-2 swimming program
Optional F-2 swimming program beyond the free curriculum
swimming

$65.00 (approx) TBC

Excursions as scheduled throughout 2021

$50.00 (approx) TBC

Total Extra-curricular Items and Activities

Purchase (Please tick)

$ 115.00

Financial Support for Families
Birregurra Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of
support options, including:
•

•

•

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund – Families who qualify with a health care card may access
CSEF funding towards camps, swimming, and excursions. Application for this will be required each
year and parents will be advised when applications are accepted. For each Primary school student
who qualifies, the school will receive $125.00 which will be credited towards camps, sport, swimming
and excursions.
State Schools Relief - State Schools’ Relief provides support to any Victorian student attending a government school (primary, secondary or specialist), on the advice of the school. Schools are able to submit an application directly, whenever they believe there is a need to support a student whose family/
carers are facing difficulty in providing the appropriate uniform, footwear or educational items for
attending school.
Welfare and support agencies that have established partnership arrangements with schools to provide
further assistance to students and their families.

Birregurra Primary School will always exercise sensitivity to the differing financial circumstances of individual students and their families. For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss
alternative payment arrangements, contact: Kate Leigh – Business Manager Ph: 03 5236 2222 | Email:
kate.leigh@education.vic.gov.au.
Total
Category
Curriculum Contributions

$ 200.00

Other Contributions

$ 20.00

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

$ 115.00 TBC

Payment methods
BPay, Direct Deposit, Parent Payment Plan, Cash
Refunds
Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds
will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost
has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy and
any other relevant information.

Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to
access the Curriculum

Amount

Grade 3-6 students will be issued with the following classroom consumables, materials and equipment:
Exercise books – dotted thirds/ lined (size dependent on Year level)
Display folders
Handwriting Book
Clipboard
Scrapbooks
2B/HB pencils
Blue, black, red pens (3-6)
Coloured pencils (3-6)
Pencil case / pencil boxes (dependent on Year level)
Pencil Sharpener, eraser, glue sticks, scissors and ruler
Coloured Textas
Coloured paper A3 and A4
Student Communication / Reading Diary
Clear sticky Tape / Masking Tape
Whiteboard markers (for use with mini whiteboards)
Mini whiteboard
Highlighters
Book box
Cover paper A3 and A4
Tissues
Icy pole sticks, coloured match sticks, pasta

$ 110.00

Materials for Specialist Subjects including Italian / Library/ Music: exercise
books, visual diary, ‘Active Hands on Learning’ materials

$ 20.00

Cost of student consumables for the MARC program

$ 25.00

Ingredients for classroom cooking activities
Flour, Oil, Sugar, Eggs, Butter, Baking soda, Other Ingredients

$ 10.00

Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials

$ 15.00

Technology Contribution
The Technology Contribution assists with the cost of technology in the school – hardware, software, digital learning devices (i.e., interactive televisions, computers and
tablets). This contribution also assists with the upkeep and upgrading of digital learning devices.

$ 20.00

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities

Amount

Facilities Contribution
Used for the maintenance of outdoor equipment, grounds and school buildings.

$ 20.00

SUMMARY OF PARENT PAYMENT CONTRIBUTIONS
Curriculum contributions

$ 200.00

Other Contributions

$ 20.00
TOTAL

$ 220.00

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities
Birregurra Primary School offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience
of students and are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays basis.
If you would like to purchase an item or activity for your child, please indicate on the table below and return this to
the school by Friday 12th November.
Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Amount

3-6 swimming program
Optional 3-6 swimming program beyond the free curriculum
swimming

$65.00 (approx) TBC

3/4 Camp

$220.00 (approx.) TBC

5/6 Camp

$300.00 (approx.) TBC

Excursions as scheduled throughout 2021

$50.00 (approx) TBC

Purchase (Please tick)

Total Extra-curricular Items and Activities for Grade 3/4

$ 335.00

Total Extra-curricular Items and Activities for Grade 5/6

$ 405.00

Financial Support for Families
Birregurra Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of
support options, including:
•

•

•

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund – Families who qualify with a health care card may access CSEF
funding towards camps, swimming, and excursions. Application for this will be required each year and
parents will be advised when applications are accepted. For each Primary school student who qualifies, the school will receive $125.00 which will be credited towards camps, sport, swimming and excursions.
State Schools Relief - State Schools’ Relief provides support to any Victorian student attending a government school (primary, secondary or specialist), on the advice of the school. Schools are able to submit an application directly, whenever they believe there is a need to support a student whose family/
carers are facing difficulty in providing the appropriate uniform, footwear or educational items for
attending school.
Welfare and support agencies that have established partnership arrangements with schools to provide
further assistance to students and their families.

Birregurra Primary School will always exercise sensitivity to the differing financial circumstances of individual students and their families. For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss
alternative payment arrangements, contact: Kate Leigh – Business Manager Ph: 03 5236 2222 | Email:
kate.leigh@education.vic.gov.au.
Total
Category
Curriculum Contributions

$ 200.00

Other Contributions

$ 20.00

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities for Grade 3/4

$ 335.00

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities for Grade 5/6

$ 405.00

Payment methods
BPay, Direct Deposit, Parent Payment Plan, Cash
Refunds
Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds
will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost
has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy and
any other relevant information.

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW
FREE INSTRUCTION
•

Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to
all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements in Victorian Curriculum F-10, VCE and VCAL.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:
Curriculum Contributions
Voluntary financial contributions for curriculum items and
activities which the school
deems necessary for students
to learn the Curriculum.

•

Other Contributions
Voluntary financial contributions for non-curriculum items
and activities that relate to the
school’s functions and objectives.

Extra-Curricular Items and
Activities
Items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are
above and beyond what the
school provides for free to deliver the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays basis.

Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
•

Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay
for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

•

Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a

SCHOOL PROCESSES
•

Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.

