Term 4, Week 6 — 8th November 2021

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Happy Monday everyone and welcome to Week 6! I hope you all
had a wonderful weekend with friends and family. It certainly is
nice to have a little more freedom to get out and about with the
easing of some restrictions.

Vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending schools
Please see below information regarding covid safe practices and vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending
onsite as per department guidelines.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All parents and carers attending schools, including for drop off and pick up must adhere to physical distancing,
density limits, face mask requirements and practise respiratory etiquette and good hand hygiene.
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must check in using the QR code.
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must also have had at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and
must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November 2021 or have a valid medical exception with the
following limited exceptions:
- when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be administered
by the school
- when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by
their parent/carer.
- when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, for
example, to collect a completed art project or similar.
Parents and carers attending any event or activity inside a school building including, but not limited to tours,
graduations, kindergarten transition, whole of school events are required to show evidence of vaccination.
Meetings and other discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) with parents and carers who do not
meet vaccination requirements should be held virtually.
Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school buildings do not need
to comply with vaccination requirements.

We thank you for your support with these changes and keeping our school community safe.

Kinder Visit
Last Wednesday, Mrs McDonald and I accompanied our current Year 5 students to the Birregurra Pre School to meet their
buddies. Our students were very excited to revisit the pre-school, reminiscing fondly and engaging in a range of play-based
activities with their buddies. It was a wonderful opportunity to engage with our preps for next year and learn a little more
about them ahead of our first transition day this Friday. While our 2022 Preps are onsite, I will have the pleasure of engaging
with our current preps, something I am most looking forward to!

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Mask Requirements Reminders
A reminder that masks are still required indoors for students in years 3-6 who do not have an exemption, including when
travelling on the bus to and from school. Overall students have managed this requirement well, but we have had a recent
increase in students forgetting masks and requiring one from the office. We ask that families please ensure students have a
mask from home each day to help avoid this, especially as we await delivery of additional masks from the Department of Education.

Outside School Hours Care
We are very excited to announce that from the beginning of 2022, our school will be providing Before and After School Care.
To ensure a service that is sustainable over time our school submitted a Establishment Grant and have today received
notification that our submission has been successful. This means that the Outside School Hours Care program is guaranteed for
the next three years. School Council has been through a thorough selection process to appoint a third party provider and are
pleased to advise that TheirCare was the successful applicant. TheirCare will be hosting a Parent Information Evening next
Wednesday 17th November via WebEx. Please see the flyer in today’s newsletter for more detail.

Lunchtime Activities
Lunchtime activities continued last week with ‘Hip Monday’ and ‘Thoughtful Friday’. Unfortunately, the weather meant we had
to postpone ‘Wheelie Wednesday’ for our Prep-2 students. These students will however get the opportunity to engage in
‘Wheelie Wednesday’ this week. Fingers crossed the weather is fine!

Police visit
Last Thursday 4th November, Leading Senior Constable Terry Woodcroft visited our school to
provide important safety information relating to bikes, helmets and roads. Senior Constable
Woodcroft spent approximately 40 minutes with our 3-6 students, engaging them with a PowerPoint presentation and outlining the responsibilities of bike riders and the law. He then spent some
time with our Prep-2 students, also sharing with them the importance of bike safety, wearing
helmets and keeping our hands on the handlebars.

Remembrance Day
This Thursday November 11th is Remembrance Day. Staff and students will observe one minutes
silence at 11am to pay tribute to the men and women who have served and are still serving in our
defence forces and remember those who have died or suffered in conflicts, wars and peacekeeping
operations. Students will also participate in classroom-based activities based on Remembrance Day.

Secondary School Transition
In exciting news our Grade 6 students are now also able to complete onsite transition to their chosen secondary school.
Students attending both Trinity College and Colac Secondary College will have the opportunity to visit their new school setting,
meet teachers and learn more about how the school operates. Further information regarding dates and times has been
provided to families. If you have questions, please feel free to contact Mr Fetherston, myself or the secondary school your child
is enrolled to attend.

Book Fair coming!
We are happy to announce that our Scholastic Book Fair will take place from
Monday 15th of November to Monday 22nd of November. Stay tuned for opening
times however we are pleased to advice that online purchases are available. Your
child will have the opportunity to visit the fair and bring home a Wishlist. The
Wishlist will have details of how you can pay online and receive a receipt number.
Students can then bring the receipt number and amount to school to complete
their purchase. More information to come!

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Accounts
If you have not yet finalised your account for 2021, could you please do so as soon as possible? Booklist money covers all the
requisites used by your child during the year. These items are not covered by fund raising money. Mrs Leigh and I have commenced working on the 2022 budget and to ensure we can accurately plan 2022 budget lines; we would appreciate it if 2021
accounts could be finalised. Thanks for your help and understanding with this.

Intentions for 2022
If you have changing circumstances in 2022 and this will be reflected in your child’s enrolment at our school, we kindly ask
that you contact our school office to inform us of your intentions for 2022. This will help us to plan our class structures for
2022 and confirm staffing arrangements.

Sunscreen
As the weather finally begins to warm up, the sun comes out and the UV index goes higher, we suggest that it is a good time
for students to start wearing sunscreen. We will have sunscreen available in classrooms, but if your child has sensitive skin, or
you have a preferred brand, please feel free to send this to school with your child.

Thankyou
Thanks to the school community for your support in the Stop, Drop and Go procedure to enable the smooth movement of cars
through the drop off areas. We greatly appreciate your support in keeping within the department guidelines.
Thanks also for your ongoing commitment to your child’s education. Please do not hesitate to make contact with us if you
need to discuss concerns about your child. We are always here to listen and put a support plan in place.
Have a wonderful week,
Jess Kattwinkel & team

15th to 22nd November, Multipurpose Room

Dates for the calendar…
Tuesday 9th November
Wednesday 10th November

Small Schools Big Connections Grade 6
Transition Day 1 - hosted here at Birre!
‘Wheelie Wednesday’ for P-2 students (make
up for last week’s weather!)

Thursday 11th November

Assembly 2:45pm

Friday 12th November

Prep Transition 9:00am - 11:00am

Monday 15th November

RACV safety squad incursion P-6

Tuesday 16th November
Wednesday 17th November

Small Schools Big Connections Grade 6
Transition Day 2 - hosted here at Birre!
‘Wheelie Wednesday’ for 3-6 students
TheirCare Parent Info Session 6.30pm

Friday 19th November

Prep Transition 9:00am – 11:30am

Friday 26th November

Prep Transition 9:00am – 2:15am

Monday 29th November

Curriculum Day – no students

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week...
November

11th

Blake H

Orders MUST BE placed via
QuickCliq by 9am on Thursday
morning. Late orders will not be
accepted.
Please note—if doing a bank
transfer for credit, this can
take up to 3 days to appear on
your QuickCliq account.

Birregurra Primary School OSHC
Parent Information Evening

About the Program
Birregurra Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide this service
to your school commencing Term 1 2022. We would like to welcome you to a
Parent Information Evening on Wednesday 17th November 2021 at 6:30pm via
WebEx so we can answer all your questions.
WebEx link:
https://meet141.webex.com/meet141/j.php?MTID=m7dc11653d770866f69b1206a21102997

