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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 
Welcome to Week Two. I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful weekend. This week, we are excited to welcome our 3/4 students 

back onsite this Tuesday and Wednesday and our 5/6 students on Thursday and Friday.  

I’d like to remind students and families that it is important for all students to continue to learn at home in between their staged 

return days. The classroom program delivered by the teacher will be sequential and learning taking place on their days onsite 

will follow on from and lead into learning remotely at home.  

I would also like to reiterate that the learning program delivered to students at home is designed to allow for students to be as 

independent as possible and we do not expect parents and carers to take on the role of a teacher. Parents/carers                  

responsibilities are to supervise and provide a safe space for students to engage in their learning. We do appreciate that there 

will be times when some extra help may be required, and we are grateful for your efforts to support your child/ren in these 

times. 

Many students will be thrilled to be heading back into the classroom, but for some they may initially feel some apprehension 

and need some support to re-engage with on-site learning. Staff will plan to support the 3- 6 students, as they have the P-2 

students this week to re-establish on-site learning behaviours that maximise their learning for the remainder of the year. 

Updated Guidelines- mask wearing  

As some of you may have heard or read through the media, as of Monday 18th of October the wearing of masks for all school 

students in years 3-6 is required. We understand that this may cause some anxiety for some students, and we will do our best 

to support students as best we can. We ask that students provide their own masks. Students attending without masks will be 

given a disposable mask to use.  

One of the most important and effective things we can do to help maintain onsite learning is to wear masks to help minimise 
COVID-19 transmission risk. When worn properly, masks can play an important role in reducing the transmission risks of COVID
-19 that could happen from common activities in school. 

We know COVID-19 can be transmitted amongst children, and between children and adults. When teachers, staff, and students 
consistently and correctly wear a mask, they help protect themselves and others from COVID-19. 

The following safety measures apply: 

• Secondary students (aged 12 and above) must wear a mask at all times both indoors and outdoors at school, unless 
a lawful exception applies. Students can remove masks when eating, drinking, or exercising.  

• Face masks are required for students in Year 3 to Year 6 , only when indoors on school premises, unless an excep-
tion applies.   

• Face masks are highly recommended for students in Prep to Year 2.  

Exceptions for all year levels include:  

• Students with a physical or mental disability are not required to wear a face mask where their disability means it 

would not be suitable.  



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

 Covid Safe Reminders 

• The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19 is to    
ensure that any unwell staff, parents/carers and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest 
of symptoms, and that people who are unwell do not attend school sites.   

• STOP, DROP & GO… We ask that you stop, drop and go to enable the smooth movement of cars through the 

drop off areas. A staff member will be on duty from 8.40am – 9.00am each morning at the back gate. Parents/

carers are asked not to congregate near school entrances. The 1.5 metre physical distancing requirement must 

be adhered to. Please remain in or close to cars and don’t congregate on footpaths or wait next to gates. At the 

end of the day, we will supervise your child out the gate. Please assist them into your car and move off as quickly 

as you can to ensure that other cars can move through to the collection point. This makes it easier for everyone.  
• Parents/carers are not to come onsite to drop off or pick up their children. If your child is ill, injured or having 

other issues, the school will call and you will be permitted to come onsite. If you are required on site for an     

essential visit, you must wear a mask, use the QR codes and sign in at the general office. 

Assembly 

Assemblies this term will be held on a Thursday afternoon due to a timetable change with music and respectful relationships 

now being on Friday. Assembly will be held this Thursday afternoon at 2:45pm via WebEx. Students and families are encour-

aged to join us by clicking on the following link at 2:45pm https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/kattwinkel.jessica.m The Meeting 

Room Number if prompted is 571 959 189. We hope to see you there! 

SunSmart 

Hats are back! It’s wonderful to see our students and staff wearing their hats when out and about enjoying our spurts of Spring 
sunshine. A friendly reminder to our 3-6 students to have their hats ready for their staged return to school this week. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful week. As always please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you have any 
concerns or questions. Please note I will be working from home on Monday, contactable by email Jessi-
ca.kattwinkel@education.voc.gov.au and on leave Tuesday and Wednesday this week. For any urgent matters please contact 
Mrs McDonald.   
 
Jess Kattwinkel & team  

 

Update from our School Council President 

As school council president, I was lucky enough to be involved in the recent school review (completed every 4 years).  While it 
was easy on my behalf, it was certainly not an easy task for Jess, Alison and Bryce in particular, along with the other teachers to 
undertake.  The behind-the-scenes workload that our principal and teachers had to complete was massive!   

The process involved goal setting, ways to continue and strive for higher levels of education and how to implement new ways 
of teaching and learning, just to mention a few.  The work that our teachers do outside of class teaching hours is above and     
beyond anything I ever knew they did in order for our children to gain their best education possible.  

While completing this review process the reviewer and panel spoke to teachers, parents and students.  The common theme 
that prevailed was that our teachers love coming to work, our parents are more than happy with the level of education our 
children are receiving and our children love their school days.  These levels of satisfaction are some of the highest in the state.  
The friendship, education, fun and community feel the school provides is a major factor in why we have some of the highest 
results state wide. 

Congratulations to all staff at Birregurra Primary School. Just another reason we are extremely lucky to have this awesome little 
school available for our children’s primary education years. 

Kirsty Roberts  

 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/kattwinkel.jessica.m
mailto:Jessica.kattwinkel@education.voc.gov.au
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Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on 

5236 2222. 

 

We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday to the following students 

who are celebrating their birthday   

during the coming week... 

 

October 

  15th   Ava R 

     Isaac L 

  17th  Kyra G 

  

 

Dates for the calendar… 

 

Monday 11th October Extraordinary School Council Meeting 6:30pm 

Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 

13th October 

Grade 3/4 students onsite 

Grade 5/6 students remote learning 

Thursday 14th October 
Virtual Assembly 2:45pm – see details in 

newsletter on how to join 

Thursday 14th & Friday 

15th Oct0ber 

Grade 3/4 students remote learning 

Grade 5/6 students onsite 

Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 

20th October 

Grade 3/4 students onsite 

Grade 5/6 students remote learning 

Thursday 21st & Friday 22nd 

October 

Grade 3/4 students remote learning 

Grade 5/6 students onsite 

Monday 25th October School Council 6:30pm 

Tuesday 26th October 
All students return to fulltime onsite     

learning! 

Tuesday 2nd November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 



RESILIENCE:  Why do avid gardeners             

passionately do what they do?  They are outside, 

they receive vitamin D from the sun.  It’s physical 

work, there’s a connection to the earth.  There’s 

great planning, forecasting and working with the  

seasons…...brings a real sense of joy, pride and 

achievement. 

Make a time in your day, week or month that is all 

about you and the thing that makes your heart sing 

and your mind smile.  

It can be the difference between doing life and living 

it. 
 

The Big Little Book of Resilience by Matthew Johnstone. 

…Reminder…Breakfast Club…8am Tuesday mornings…Don’t forget… 

In Prep, One and Two we listened to Edna-May’s story. Edna-May is 106 years old 
and has lived in a country town in Victoria her whole life.  She was a little girl when 
Australia faced the Spanish Flu pandemic. If you would like a copy of her story you 
can find it on the Australian Childhood Foundation Website. 




