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From the Principal’s Desk 
Welcome back to BPS for Term 4! I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful 
school holidays. Term Four is always a busy and exciting time, with many 
highlights ahead, including senior interschool sport, end-of-year 
excursions, STOMP, the school concert, and of course, Grade 6 
Graduation! Make sure you check out dates for the diary section of 
today’s newsletter.  

We finished Term Three on a high with our Footy Colours Day 
celebrations. Thank you to everyone who joined in the fun by dressing in 
their sporting colours. A special thank you to Mrs Leigh, Mrs Ritchie, 

Sarah Scott and Ms Bree for organising, preparing and distributing the hotdog lunch, it was a fantastic 
way to finish the term.  

Parent/Teacher Conversations 
We would like to extend our thanks to all the parents who took the time to engage in parent-teacher 
conversations at the end of last term. Your involvement and support play a crucial role in your child’s 
learning journey, and we greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss their progress, achievements, 
and areas for growth.  

Lunch Orders 
Lunch orders will continue Fridays throughout Term 4, thanks to the amazing Jemma. A reminder that 
orders are due via Spriggy Schools by 9:00am on Wednesday morning for Friday lunch. 

Melty Mondays & Toastie Tuesdays 
With the warmer weather, we will be replacing Milo Mondays with Melty Mondays! Ice creams will be 
available for $1 each, starting next Monday. Massive thanks to Brad Stephens and Bulla for their 
generous support in helping us make this happen. 
Toastie Tuesdays will also continue this term, with cheese toasties available for $2 at lunchtime every 
Tuesday. 
All proceeds from Melty Mondays and Toastie Tuesdays will go towards our Camps and Excursions Fund, 
helping to subsidise future camps and excursions for our students. 

Greater Western Regional Athletics in Ballarat  

Congratulations to Tess, Aliya, Indi, Hudson, Roy, Alby, Stella, Kate M & 
Jaxson for qualifying for the Greater Western Regional Athletics in Ballarat 
this Friday 9th October. Their times/jumps and placings in the Colac Division 
Athletics earlier in the year, earnt them a spot in the team for Ballarat. 
Wishing the Birre team all the very best for Friday.  

Our Library is Ready for Borrowing! 
We are super excited to have our new library borrowing system up and running for Term 4! Each class 
will have the opportunity to visit the library every fortnight and students will be able to borrow two 
books to take home and enjoy for two weeks. We are really looking forward to seeing our students 
choosing books, discovering new stories and authors, and hopefully finding some new favourites along 
the way. 
Students will need to return their books before borrowing new ones. If students are in the middle of a 
chapter book and would like to keep reading it, that's absolutely fine! They just need to bring the book 
back into the library so it can be renewed. 
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Birregurra Primary School is a 
child safe organisation which 
welcomes all children, young 

people and their families. 

We are committed to 
providing environments where 
our students are safe and feel 
safe, where their participation 

is valued, their views 
respected, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Our child 

safe policies, strategies and 
practices are inclusive of the 

needs of all children and 
students. 

We have no tolerance for child 
abuse and take proactive 

steps to identify and manage 
any risks of harm to students 
in our school environments. 

Particular attention is given to 
the child safety needs of 

Aboriginal students, those 
from culturally and 
linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, international 
students, students with 

disabilities, those unable to 
live at home, children and 

young people who identify as 
LGBTIQ+ and other students 

experiencing risk or 
vulnerability. 

Child safety is a shared 
responsibility.  

 

 Our Vision 
An inclusive community that 
supports and encourages a 

love of learning and the skills 
and mindset to thrive. 

 

Our School Values  
Community - growing 

positive partnerships between 
school, home and the broader 
community 
Aspire - setting goals and 

purposefully working towards 
their achievement 
Respect - for self, others, 

learning and our environment 
Excellence - striving for the 

highest personal achievement 
in all aspects of schooling. 

School Councillors –Kelly Dodds, Emily McDonald, Cassie Stephens, Sarah Green, Katie Delahunty, 

Belinda Matheson, Alistair Burrell, Jaymie Lowe. 
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When will my child visit the library? 
Our borrowing timetable will run on a fortnightly cycle: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each class will have a dedicated 20-minute borrowing session with Mrs Ritchie. While we organise some new calico library bags, it 
would be great if students could bring a library bag from home. It doesn't need to be anything fancy. Any fabric bag will do, or 
students can even use their reader folder. This will just give their library books a little extra protection while they make their way 
to and from school. 
We can't wait to see our library being used and, most importantly, our students bringing home lots of books to read and enjoy! 

Exploring a New Break Time Routine 
School Council are currently reviewing our school break routines and would like to gather feedback from families before making 
any changes. At present, students eat for the first 10 minutes of each break and then have time to play. We are exploring whether 
changing this routine so that students play first and then eat may support students to eat more of the food they bring to school, 
while still providing plenty of opportunity for play.  There is evidence from schools that have introduced a play-first, eat-later 
approach suggesting that it can reduce food waste, encourage students to eat more of their food, reduce behavioural incidents 
during breaks and support a calmer, more settled transition back to learning. There are a number of schools within the Barwon 
area as well as interstate that have adopted this approach with positive outcomes noted.  
We know that every child is different, and we are particularly interested in what you notice at home. For example, does your child 
regularly bring food home, tell you they were too busy playing to eat, or come home hungry? We’d love your feedback and would 
appreciate if each family could please complete the below short survey. The survey will help us establish a baseline before we trial 
any change. We will then gather feedback again following the trial to see whether the change has made a positive difference for 
our students. Thanks in advance for your support and feedback. We would appreciate your responses by Wednesday 14th October.  
Survey link - https://forms.gle/bchRjZ5ZuoqB9WGh8 

Birregurra Buy, Swap and Sell Market BBQ this Sunday  
A huge thanks to the families that have volunteered to support the BBQ this Sunday at the Birregurra Buy, Swap and Sell Market. 
This is a great opportunity for us to raise some funds for our school. Please see the roster below. 

9.00am – 

11.00am 

Delahunty/Filippi 

(2A/1C) 

Hegarty 

(1A/2C) 

Callahan 

(1A/1C) 

Gallagher  

(1A/2C) 

11.00am – 

1.00pm 

Holdsworthy/ 

Casey (1A/1C) 

Borton 

(1A/1C) 

Rowe/Campbell 

(1A/1C) 

Grucza/Stagg 

(1A) 

1.00pm – 

2.30pm 

Murnane 

(1A/2C) 

N.Ball 

(1A) 

Brain  

(1A/1C) 
 

 

Hats  
A reminder that students are required to wear wide brimmed hats throughout Term 4, as outlined in our SunSmart policy. Please 
ensure your child brings their school hat every day, and make sure it is clearly labelled. Sunscreen is available for students to apply 
at school, but we encourage them to apply it before arriving. It would be helpful if you could show your child how to apply 
sunscreen so they can do it independently at school. Thank you for your support! 

Reminders 
• Breakfast Club is on Thursday morning at 8:15am, all welcome 

 

Have a great first week back 😊 

 

Jess Kattwinkel & team  

Odd Week 
 (This week!) 

Even Week 
(Next week!) 

Prep/1  
(Tuesday) 

3/4  
(Tuesday) 

1/2  
(Tuesday) 

4/5  
(Tuesday) 

2/3  
(Wednesday) 

Grade 6  
(Wednesday) 

https://forms.gle/bchRjZ5ZuoqB9WGh8


 

COMMUNITY – ASPIRE – RESPECT - EXCELLENCE 

Dates for the Diary… 
TERM 4 

Monday 5th October - Term 4 Commences 
Tuesday 6th October - Toastie Tuesday – Cheese toasties $2 
Wednesday 7th October - Geelong Venom Basketball Clinics with Gr 3-6 
Thursday 8th October - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 9th October - Greater Western Athletics – selected students 
Sunday 11th October - Birregurra Buy, Swap & Sell Market BBQ 
Monday 12th October - Colac Division Basketball – selected students 

- Melty Mondays – Ice Creams $1 
Tuesday 13th October - Toastie Tuesday – Cheese toasties $2 
Wednesday 14th October - JSC Loud Shirt Day – gold coin donation 
Thursday 15th October - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 16th October - Gr 5/6 BioLab  

- Assembly 2.45pm, Grade 2/3 Class Presentation 
Monday 19th October - Melty Mondays – Ice Creams $1 
Tuesday 20th October - Toastie Tuesday – Cheese toasties $2 
Thursday 22nd October - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Monday 26th October - Melty Mondays – Ice Creams $1 

- School Council 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October - Toastie Tuesday – Cheese toasties $2 
Thursday 29th October - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 30th October - World Teachers’ Day 

- Assembly 2.45pm, Grade 1/2 Class Presentation 
Saturday 31st October - Otway Women’s Day 12pm-5pm 
Monday 2nd November - Melty Mondays – Ice Creams $1 
Tuesday 3rd November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday  
Thursday 5th November - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 6th November - Talent Quest & Market Day 
Monday 9th November - Melty Mondays – Ice Creams $1 
Tuesday 10th November - Toastie Tuesday – Cheese toasties $2 
Thursday 12th November - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 13th November - STOMP 

- Assembly 2.45pm, Prep Class Presentation 
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Students of the Week 
Co

m
m

un
it

y 
Mia B 

For always going out of your way to look after our classroom community. 
You are kind to others and ensure our classroom runs smoothly. Go Mia. 

MuYa C 
For being a kind and caring friend and including others at playtime. Thank 
you for making others feel welcome! 

Willow E 

For always being a super helper within our classroom community. You are 
always willing to lend a hand with jobs such as cleaning the whiteboards or 
changing our reader tubs. Thank you for being such a helpful and 
thoughtful member of our class! 

Thomas M 

For being a responsible and helpful member of our classroom community. 
You are always willing to lend a hand, show initiative and look out for those 
around you. You can always be counted on to step in and help when 
needed. Keep being a legend, Thomas!  

Bodhi G 
For being willing to lend a hand, whether it is helping to put things out or 
pack things away. You also show care for others by using wonderful 
manners and taking the time to ask staff how their day has been. 

Freddie L 
For offering his assistance in Sounds Write by handing out the resources 
and assisting teachers. Keep up the great work Freddie! 

As
pi

re
 

Louis B 
For continually challenging yourself across all learning areas. You take on 
feedback and are willing to give things a go. Way to go Louis! 

Joe M 

For your fantastic effort in creating an informative poster based on our 
mentor text, ‘The Gentle Genius of Trees’. Your poster included lots of 
interesting information and was bright and eye-catching. Awesome effort, 
Joe! 

Liam P 
For always completing your set tasks and willingly taking on extra jobs 
when needed. You are always willing to give things a go, even when they 
are tricky. Great job, Liam! 

Polly F 

For always approaching your learning with a positive attitude and giving 
everything your best. You listen carefully to feedback and use it to improve, 
and you are always willing to have a go without complaining. Your 
wonderful attitude and consistent effort make you a great role model! 
Keep it up, Polly! 

Eliza C 
For taking great pride in your work. You put care and effort into presenting 
your learning neatly and always aim to produce work you can be proud of. 

Imogen M 
For creating a terrific persuasive letter to persuade Mrs K to get a Therapy 
Dog for BPS. Great use of persuasive language Imogen, well done Imogen! 

Art Isabelle S 
For her beautifully colourful family of Yayoi Kusama inspired mushrooms. 
They topped off a wonderful term in Art, well done Isabelle! 

Indonesian Oak W 
For your persistence when putting together your wayang puppet, and your 
willingness to have a go independently, even when it was tricky. Bagus, 
Oak! 

Phys Ed Alby H 
Alby displayed exceptional determination and enthusiasm in Phys Ed this 
term, participating in every lesson despite wearing a moon boot. Super 
resilience Alby! 

STEAM Ivy W 
For being curious and enthusiastic in our STEAM lessons. I loved your 
recycled paper artwork! Keep it up Ivy! 
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Why is Social and Emotional Learning [SEL] important? 

Research shows that children and young people’s learning is influenced by a range of social and emotional factors.  

Developing strong social and emotional skills helps enable children and young people to thrive in their learning environments, 
leading to better academic outcomes.  They can experience improved physical, and mental health and wellbeing, enjoy a better 
quality of life, and contribute positively to their communities. 

How well individuals do in their learning community is affected by factors such as how: 

• confident they feel about their abilities 

• effectively they manage their behaviour  

• they concentrate and organise themselves 

• they can effectively solve problems 

• positive their relationships are with educators and their peers 

• effectively they consider others’ needs 

• they understand and accept responsibilities. 
Therefore, SEL and flourishing within the learning community are closely interconnected. 

For more information on this topic visit https://beyou.edu.au/resources/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning/social-and-

emotional-learning 

Brendan King 

Ted L 
For his eagerness to have a go at all learning 

tasks and give his best effort.  
Well done Ted! 

https://beyou.edu.au/resources/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning/social-and-emotional-learning
https://beyou.edu.au/resources/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning/social-and-emotional-learning
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In STEAM, our senior students in grades 4 - 6 have been diving 
into the fascinating world of Australian manufacturing. This 
project has given our students a chance to see how science and 
engineering work in the real world by exploring industries that 
make products right here in Australia. To start their research, 
students chose iconic Australian brands and looked closely at 
the technology behind them. 
To take their learning even further, the students wrote 
professional letters to industry experts. They asked detailed 
questions about how their favourite products are designed and 
built. The whole class has been waiting eagerly for replies, and 
the excitement is growing as emails and letters have started 
arriving back at school! These responses are filled with technical 
facts and manufacturing information sent directly from the 
experts themselves. 

One of the most exciting moments happened for Year 6 student, Flynn. He was thrilled to receive a special 
parcel from Gray-Nicolls Sports! The package included information about their manufacturing process, along 
with an incredible autographed cricket bat and a certificate of authenticity. It is wonderful to see our students 
connecting with local industries and seeing their hard work in STEAM lead to such rewarding results. 

 – Mrs Williams 

 

 

 
 
 
To celebrate Book Week, our students 
were invited to take part in the Colac Herald’s community 
bookmark display. Students created their own Book Week-
inspired bookmarks, which were displayed in the Colac Herald 
office window alongside bookmarks from schools across the 
local community. The creativity and imagination on display 
were fantastic, and we were thrilled to see so many of our 
students get involved. The Colac Herald team selected a 
favourite bookmark from each participating school, with 
Imogen’s Dragon Design chosen as our school’s winner! 
Congratulations, Imogen! She received a craft pack and printed 
copies of her original bookmark. A big thank you to all of our 
students who took part and helped make the display such a 
success. 

 

Colac Herald Book Week Bookmarks 
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