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From the Principal’s Desk 

The last week of school for our students has arrived for 2022. How 

quickly this year has passed and what a lot we have achieved. 2022 

has been a very successful year on many levels. Despite COVID cases 

across our state and community, we have successfully navigated our 

way through a full year of onsite learning. There have been many 

opportunities for our students to shine and they have risen to the 

occasion, as they always do.  

Throughout this year, our school staff have worked together to ensure all of our students had 

the opportunity to grow as learners and as people. Our students have also been given the 

opportunity to excel in many areas – academic, social, the arts and in the sporting arena. We 

continue to value and build strong partnerships with local community groups to maximise 

learning opportunities for our students, and look forward to further building upon these 

connections in 2023.  

Birregurra PS continues to be a busy and fun place. Students are happily completing Christmas 

related learning activities and reflecting on their achievements. Student reports have been 

finalised and will be available for viewing on XUNO later today. An outline of class structures 

and staffing arrangements for 2023 will also be sent home with families. We encourage you 

to read reports and reflect on the positive gains your children have made in their learning. If 

you wish to discuss your child’s report with teachers, please contact them via SeeSaw or XUNO 

to make an appointment.   

 

End of Year Excursions 

On Friday, students and staff headed off on our end of year excursions. Years 3-6 travelled up 

the highway to Scienceworks, enjoying the opportunity to explore all things science related. 

The planetarium was a highlight for many with a live presentation of the current night sky and 

the major astronomical objects seen. The information presented in the planetarium session 

allows anyone to go into their backyard at night and experience the joy of astronomy! 

Our Prep-2 students learnt about cocoa beans and the chocolate making process, completed 

a tour of the grounds and tasted some of their amazing products. Please enjoy the photos in 

today’s newsletter. 

Grade 6 Graduation & School Concert  

Our Grade 6 graduation and school concert will take 

place this Tuesday 13th of December. Please note there 

is a change in location and arrangements due to the poor 

weather forecast.  The night will now be held at the 

Birregurra Mechanics Hall. Unfortunately, there will not 
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be an opportunity to enjoy a picnic dinner at the hall due to limited space. We ask that students are dropped to the 

Strachan Street side entrance to the hall at 5:45pm. Families are to then enter through the front entrance of the hall. 

The school concert will begin at 6:00pm sharp and is anticipated to run for approximately 40 minutes. Grade 6 

graduation will follow the concert. Please note that space is limited and the hall will be at capacity. We ask that any 

younger children please remain with their parents/families and not with the primary students. This will support a 

smooth running of class concert items.  

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank our Grade 6 award sponsors ahead of the graduation. Special thanks to Max 

Curtis on behalf of the Freemasons Lodge, Lachie Henderson, Neighbourhood Watch, the Birregurra Arts Group and 

the Bendigo Community Bank for donating awards. We greatly appreciate the support of these organisations and 

individuals.  

I would also like to thank all of the Year 6 students for their significant contribution to the Birregurra school community 

throughout their time at our school. They have shown wonderful leadership and been positive role models for the 

younger students in our school. Particular thanks to School Captains, Georgia and Miller, and all of the student leaders 

who have been such caring and responsible students.  

I wish our Year 6 students the best for their future education. I am confident that Birregurra PS has provided them with 

the confidence, knowledge, skills and values they need to continue their educational journey at secondary school and 

become happy, successful and lifelong learners.  

 

Grade 6 excursion  

To celebrate the end of their primary schooling, the Grade 6 students will travel to Bounce this Wednesday 14th 

December with Mr Burrell and Ms Bree.  

 

Step Up Day 

This Thursday 15th December our students will participate in ‘Step Up Day’ from 9:00-11:00am. This is an opportunity 

for students to spend time in their 2023 class with their new teacher. This is designed to support a successful in school 

transition.   

 

Community Colour Run  
We are really looking forward to bringing our community together at our inaugural whole community Colour Run to 

be held this Friday 16th of December. What a fun way to end the year! This event is open to the whole community, 

with kinder children, secondary school students and other community members welcome to attend. The cost is $5 per 

person or $20 per family. Community members are required to RSVP to the office via phone 5236 2222 or email 

birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au. The event will kick off at 2:00pm.  

It's highly recommended to wear clothing that you don't mind getting dirty. This could be old clothes that you have in 

your closet or something that you plan on using solely for the Colour Run. Wearing white clothing can make the colour 

really pop! As well as powder colour, students may be sprayed with water so please ensure your child brings along a 

towel to sit on, leaving minimal colour transfer from their clothes when they’re on the bus or in the car.  

If any parents would like to get involved please let us know, but even if you can’t help, we’d love to see you down there 

on the day cheering the kids on… Everyone’s invited! 

 

Lunch Orders 

Please note lunch orders have finished for the year. Huge thanks to Mrs Leigh for her organisation of canteen orders 

throughout the year. Thanks to the Birregurra General Store for providing this service for our school community.  
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Lost Property 

We have a stack of unnamed uniform items in our lost property basket located in the foyer. Please feel free to come 

in and sift through the items to claim any lost uniform. Please note any unclaimed items will be put into our second 

hand uniform supplies at the end of the week and used as spares. 

 

Outside School Hours Care  

Our first year of Outside School Hours Care has been very successful. A huge thanks to TheirCare and particularly Alex 

for her amazing organisation and ensuring a program that reflects the interests of our students. We are very thankful 

to have this service up and running in our school. A reminder that the last day of care for 2022 is this Friday. TheirCare 

will reopen on Monday 30th January 2023- the first day back at school. To book your child into care in 2023, please go 

online and visit www.theircare.com.au or contact 0436333006. 

 

Thanks School Council Members  

Kirsty Roberts, Luke Fitzpatrick, Shanti Bock, Claire Leeson, Rob Lidgerwood, Abbey Gannon, Kelly Dodds Brendan King, 

Jaymie Lowe, Kate Leigh (minutes secretary). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents and staff members who give so freely and enthusiastically of 

their time to be your representatives on School Council. I am extremely grateful to this supportive group. It certainly 

does make a principal’s job much easier. Thank you all for being so supportive, friendly, flexible and generous with 

your time.  

 

Thanks to our Parent Community 

I would like to thank all parents for your ongoing support. We all know and understand that learning communities that 

build and sustain strong home/school partnerships achieve the best outcomes for their students. The students in our 

school are very respectful and diligent – a fact that is commented on regularly when we are out of the school. This is a 

wonderful reflection of the great job you are all doing as parents. 

Thanks to our parents that have supported fundraising and events this year. The return of our termly canteen days has 

been well received, parent social events have been lots of fun and we have also managed to raise considerable funds 

thanks to the generosity of our parent community and local businesses.  All money raised is a huge bonus to our school 

and will support our building and maintenance works in 2023. We greatly appreciate your support.  

 

Thanks to Staff  

Thanks also to our wonderful and dedicated team here at Birregurra P.S. I have enjoyed working with you all 

throughout 2022 and appreciate the time, effort and genuine care you provide to all students. Wishing Mrs MacDonald 

the very best for the 2023 as she enjoys a well-deserved year of leave. Mrs Mac exhibits a wealth of knowledge and 

expertise and will certainly be missed around the school. Thankyou on behalf of the entire school community for your 

dedication to our school. We are also farewelling two other staff members at the end of the year. Huge thanks to Ms 

Jody who has supported our 3/4 students and Miss Erskine this year. We have appreciated your positive energy and 

flexibility. Thanks also to Miss O’Bree, our Art specialist who has created some awesome artworks with our students 

this year. Miss O’Bree along with our students are finishing off the revamping of our rebound wall this week.  We are 

super excited to see the finished product! We wish Ms Jody and Miss O’Bree the very best for their future endeavours 

in education and beyond! 

Finally, thank you to the school community for your ongoing support. On behalf of all at Birregurra Primary School, I 

would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas with family and friends, and Happy and Safe New Year! 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 😊 

 

http://www.theircare.com.au/
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Dates for the Diary  

Monday 12th December  - Final Assembly  

- Semester Two reports/ class structures sent home 

Tuesday 13th December  - Grade 6 Graduation & School Concert – Birregurra 

Mechanics Hall 6:00pm 

Wednesday 14th December - Grade 6 EOY Excursion  

Thursday 15th December  - ‘Step Up Day’ 9:00-11:00am 

Friday 16th December  - Community Colour Run 2:00pm 

- Last day of school for students – normal dismissal 

time 

- Last day of Outside School Hours Care for 2022 

Monday 19th December  - Teachers’ handover & planning for 2023 

Tuesday 20th December  - Curriculum Day  

Friday 27th January  - Staff return to school for 2023  

Monday 30th January  - Students first day of school  

- TheirCare re-opens for 2023 

Wednesday 1st February  - No school for Preps  

Friday 3rd February  - Assembly 2:45pm  

Monday 6th February  - P-2 Parent Information session 6:00pm  

Wednesday 8th February  - No school for Preps  

- Welcome BBQ  

Monday 13th February  - 3-6 Parent Information session 6:00pm  
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Students of the Week 

Prep 

Stella L 
For your outstanding contribution to all our class activities this year. You 
have ensured our room is always ready for learning! 

Alby H 
Congratulations on the wonderful way you support your friends when 
we learn new ways to count in Maths.  

1/2K 

Augie C 
You have continued working hard this term and are a real leader during 
our daily numeracy lessons. well done on completing the year in style! 

Hettie G 
Well done on your capacity to remain on task. This attribute consistently 
allows you to complete all set work on time and with rigour. Well done! 

1/2L 

Indie H 
For the way you always support your peers. Your kindness never goes 
unnoticed! Thank you for being a wonderful class friend. 

Hunter G 
For your exceptional leadership skills demonstrated on our end of year 
excursion. Your organisation and helpfulness were very much 
appreciated! 

3/4 

Vivienne G 
For your creativity and attention to detail when creating your comics. 
Your illustrations were amazing! 

Jackson S 
For your terrific character voices during the fractured fairy tale 
performance.  You really captured the audience! 

5/6 

Ivy H 
For being such a great leader of the school and setting a great example 
for everyone to follow. You are always willing to help! Great work Ivy. 

Tyrell G 
For demonstrating such great resilience and being such a great help in 
the move. Always has a smile and positive attitude. Keep up the great 
work Ty! 

Art 

Lottie K 
For her effort and determination when participating in the Christmas 
French Knitting challenge. You were so close to winning!! 

Imogen M 
For her consistently positive and enthusiastic attitude in all Art classes 
throughout 2022. It has been a pleasure teaching you Imogen. 

 

 

 

  

 

Principal’s Award 

Olivia M 

For her initiative and willingness to support students and 

staff as needed. 
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Italiano Buddies 

During Italian this year, the 
Grade 5/6 Students have 

been working on translating 
picture story books. Last 

week they got to share these 
with the Preps. 
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Grade 3 – 6  

EOY Excursion 

Scienceworks 
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Prep – Grade 2 

EOY Excursion 

Great Ocean Road 
Chocolaterie 

& Ice Creamery 
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas,  
a happy new year, a relaxed & safe break. 

The holiday season is upon us, a time to relax and enjoy our families as we 

celebrate Christmas.  It can also be a time that is pressure packed as we 

attempt to ensure everything is in order and ready for the perfect 

Christmas experience and dare I say it, tempers can become frayed. 

So here is a timely reminder of the importance in being kind to one 

another, remembering that even a wave and a smile can make a 

difference to somebody’s day.  How do we practise being kind when we 

don’t feel like it?  Kids tend to model the behaviours of the adults around 

them.  We can model kindness to each other by remembering to… 
 

• Say please and thank you 

• Regularly tell others what you appreciate about them 

• Speak to others in a pleasant tone, even if they upset you 

• Treat others, including children, with respect 

• Pitch in when you see a need (without complaining) 

• Give random compliments to others 

• Keep your negative thoughts to yourself 

• Do unto others as you would have them do unto you 
 

 If children see you regularly being kind, they will begin to exhibit kindness 

 in their own lives. Of course, no one’s perfect. There will be moments when 

 you tell someone off, hurt someone’s feelings, or fail to help someone in 

 need. Taking the time to apologise when you were less than kind can also 

 help children learn a lesson about the importance of kindness. 

 So with these thoughts in mind, when you’re looking at that last mince tart 

 on the plate, remember to say thank-you as you save everyone else from 

 over indulging… 

           …thinking of you all as we enter this season of celebration. 

Sue Bath. 
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