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Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week 9! I hope everyone enjoyed some sunshine over the weekend and that all of our fathers, grandfathers and
special people enjoyed Father’s Day and the home-made cards and gifts from your children.

Remote Learning activities:
Last week, I had the opportunity to support our grade 3/4 students on Wednesday and Thursday with remote learning lessons
and feedback and to connect with students online. It was pleasing to see so many students engaged in learning tasks, showing
their creativity and maintaining connection through our daily online sessions. I also had the pleasure of connecting with the
JSC on Wednesday to continue their work and to judge the Book Week Dress Up Day and Book Face competitions. Representatives from the JSC announced our winners through a video shared to each SeeSaw class. Congratulations to our dress up day
winners from each grade:

Prep – Ezra F
Garde One- Ida

Grade Two- Harry
Grade 3/4 – Tyrell
Grade 5/6 – Felicity
Teachers – Mr King
Congratulations also to Ava for winning the Book Face Competition with her Thelma the Unicorn entry. Certificates and book
vouchers will be given to our winners upon our return to onsite learning.

Parent/Teacher Conversations
It was wonderful for our teachers to chat to families last week via phone for our Term 3 Parent/Teacher
conversations. This time our conversations primarily focused on remote learning feedback and ensuring
support to our families. We greatly value your feedback and thank you for your continued support of
our learning program. We understand the challenges that remote learning places on our families and
we encourage everyone to do the best they can but at the end of the day our students health wellbeing
and safety are the priority.

‘Commit to be Fit’ challenge
Thanks to our school community for embracing our ‘Commit to Be Fit’ challenge. After a wonderful week, I am pleased to say
that we have well and truly made it to Portland and back, having walked 797.79 km in the past two weeks. However, we
thought why stop now! The challenge continues. Let’s see how far we can walk for the rest of the term. Can we make it the SA
border and back or even the WA border. Let’s do it!

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

R U OK? Day – Thursday September 9th
This Thursday 9th September is national R U Ok? Day. R U OK? Day is a
day dedicated to inspiring and empowering everyone to meaningfully
connect with people around them by asking the simple question “Are
you OK?” Now is a great time to ask your child, family members and
friends “Are you OK? and to support them in the event that they are
struggling. Click on the following link aimed at primary schools to find
out more about how to be a good friend and ask R U OK?
https://vimeo.com/594515979
In recognition of this day and the challenges families and communities
are facing, we have decided to engage the school community in a ‘Wellbeing Day’. Each class will upload a matrix of ‘R U Ok
Day’ activities for students to engage in if they wish. Students are welcome to upload pictures of these tasks however feedback
will not be given to these activities.
We are also holding a whole school virtual disco at 11:00am. Students are encouraged to put on their disco
attire and join in the fun! Details of how to join will be posted on SeeSaw.
Last but not least, we also have a super fun ‘Where’s Wally’ community challenge for our families to
undertake on Thursday. Twelve pictures of Wally will be placed around Birregurra. Families will need to look
at the main icons of our community for the hidden pictures of Wally. Some clues will be uploaded to SeeSaw
on Thursday. Once you have found a Wally picture, we ask you to take a picture of/with him. On each picture
you will see a number and a letter, these are here to help spell out a secret message.
While our students engage in these activities, our classroom teachers will use the day to complete planning
for Term 4.

2021 NAPLAN Results
The 2021 NAPLAN results have arrived for our Year 3 and Year 5 students. NAPLAN results have been directly mailed out to
parents as per VCAA recommendations. This year our students completed NAPLAN online apart from Year 3 writing.
It is important to remember that NAPLAN is one test, on one day, at one point in time. It can be, but is not always an accurate
description of where your child is in their learning. If you wish to discuss your child’s results please feel free to contact me.

School Damage
Unfortunately over the past week we have had people entering our school after hours causing
damage to our school buildings and basketball court. Bricks have been repeatedly thrown at
buildings and at our beloved basketball court that the community worked so hard to get, causing
damage to the surface. This is extremely disappointing and I urge anyone with information to
please contact the police. If you are passing by the school, please keep your eye out and report
any suspicious behaviour to the local authorities.

Thank you
We were very fortunate on Friday to receive these beautiful flowers from Twisted Willow Florist in
Colac after being nominated by community members as a worthy recipient. We are so grateful for
these flowers and the acknowledgement of our staff’s commitment to continuation of learning.
Remote and flexible learning is however a team effort as I have mentioned before and the success of
our program relies on the support of our whole school community. So we accept these flowers on
behalf of you all and the work that each and every person is putting into remote learning. We appreciate you!
Wishing everyone a wonderful week, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you require extra support,
we will do our very best to support you as best we can.

Jess Kattwinkel & team

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Dates for the diary …

Monday 6th September
Thursday 9th September

Monday 13th September
Friday 17th September

School Council 6:30pm
R U Ok Day
Planning Day for Staff
Whole School Disco at 11.00am
Where’s Wally Challenge commences
Assembly 9.00am —live via Webex
Last Day of Term 3, 2.15pm finish
Footy Colours Day, more info to follow

Welcome Ms Gabby
I am pleased to announce Gabriele Uhlendorf will be joining us from the beginning of Term Four as our new Art teacher. Ms
Gabby has had experience in the MACC Art role in 2018 & 2019 working with the Nagambie cluster of schools and she is super
excited to be taking on the Art role in our area.

My name is Ms Gabby and I am a filling in for Miss Jess and Mrs Williams whilst they enjoy
some precious family time. I have been teaching art for many years now and I truly love
what I do. I am a big fan of animals of all kinds, love tinkering in my shed and garden and
am passionate about making things from foods I grow, and things I find. I have a
daughter who is in grade 6 this year and loves drawing anime and manga. We go out for a
kayak near our home as often as we can - being on or near the water is enjoyed by everyone
in our family. We love camping and generally being out and about in the great outdoors.
I am super excited to meet you all.
Ms Gabby

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on
5236 2222.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...
September
7th Mahalia M
8th Abbey G
9th Tyrell G

How did you go with last week’s riddle…
did you guess TEETH?
Okay…Riddle me this…
I have a tail, I have a head,
What am I?

On my walk today there was lots of
wildlife enjoying the day. Here are
two blue tongues soaking up the
warmth from the sun. Did you spot
any wildlife on your family walks this

JIGSAWS…challenge yourself with a jigsaw puzzle.
This week in my effort to build resilience I turned
off my technology and turned my brain power to
the task of completing a puzzle.
I had forgotten how much fun it can be and how
rewarding to get to the final piece.

RESILIENCE:

Computers, tablets and smartphones are
wonderful examples of human ingenuity, endeavour and
achievement.
Useful, smart and, at times, indispensable but …It’s an addictive
form of stimulation and diversion.
It seems we are losing our ability to sit, to observe, to daydream,
to converse, to be bored. When the brain is constantly kept
busy by bright shiny things, it becomes increasingly difficult to
quieten it down.
Technology is by no means bad, but sometimes to tune in to life,
we need to ‘turn off’ more often.
The Big Little Book of Resilience by Matthew Johnstone.

Don’t forget to take a picture to

