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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 
Welcome to Week 7, I hope everyone was able to enjoy some sunshine over the  

weekend and find the time to appreciate the little things. Undoubtedly the Premiers 

announcement on Saturday was hard to hear for many in our community. We         

understand the challenges that lockdowns and remote learning bring, however we 

want to assure you that our staff are here to support you. We are only a phone call, 

text message or email away. We are committed to keeping learning engaging for our 

students and have a number of activities planned for this week that we hope will    

motivate students and help to keep us all connected!  

 

A parent guide to remote and flexible Learning was distributed yesterday via Xuno and 

Skoolbag. Please take the time to read the guide and contact us if you have any further 

questions or queries. Devices can be picked up today until 2:00pm. Everything else 

students require will be available online and we ask that you please use whatever  

materials/books and paper you have at home as required. Access to our school 

grounds is strictly limited to essential staff after 2:00pm today. Thanks for your       

understanding.  

 

Face Masks 

It is now recommended primary-school-age children wear masks while indoors and outdoors, except when in the home or 

when an exception applies. However, it is not mandatory.  

School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors and outdoors at school, 

unless a lawful exception applies. This includes while travelling to and from school on public transport and when in taxis or ride

-share vehicles.  

 

School facilities & Playground restrictions 

I’d like to draw your attention to some important changes to community use of school facilities as directed by the Victorian 

Government and Education Department. Please note playgrounds remain open for school use only by students receiving on-

site supervision but are not available for community use at any time. Use of school facilities by community and sport groups 

is not permitted. This is a clear directive and we appreciate your understanding and support with this.  

 

School Review 

Last Monday we held Day Two of our school review where the review panel had the opportunity to engage in a number of 

online focus groups including students, staff and parents. It was a busy yet productive day with the panel gaining an insight into 

the teaching and learning that occurs at our school, the culture that exists and our connection with the school community.  



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, inno-

vation and progressive  

Thanks so much to the small group of parents that were able to connect via WebEx and provide valued feedback, we appreci-
ate your time! A big thanks also to the students that were part of the focus groups. The review panel commented on how artic-
ulate our students were and, on their enthusiasm, to share their thoughts and ideas. Last but not least, thanks to the staff for 
their contributions to the day and the passion they continuously show for our school community. The final review day will be 
conducted in the last week of this term. 
 

Swimming 

Unfortunately, we have not had the smoothest of runs with our swimming program this term which I know is disappointing for 

our students. They have certainly enjoyed the lessons they have had. We are hopeful of being able to complete lessons on the 

3rd and 10th of September however this will be dependent on current government and department guidelines at the time. We 

will keep you informed closer to the date.  

 

Book Week Celebrations  

This week is CBCA Book Week! The theme this year is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 
Worlds’. We have planned a number of activities and opportunities for our students to     
celebrate Book Week. We are inviting students and staff to dress up this Wednesday 25th 
August and participate in a virtual ‘Book Week’ parade. Costumes may be linked to the 
theme or a favourite book character. Costumes need not be new or elaborate – they can be 
made from anything you have at home and can be simple and creative with minimal fuss. We 
will hold a virtual parade at 11:00am on Wednesday! Teachers will provide a link to join the 
parade via SeeSaw on Wednesday.  

We have also created a Book Week matrix with a range of activities relating to Book Week 
that students and families may choose to engage in. One of the activities included in the  
matrix is ‘snap yourself in a BOOK FACE photo and enter our Birregurra PS BOOK FACE     
competition!’ All students are welcome and encouraged to enter the competition. Show us 
your book face! Entries are due by Friday 12:00pm, email your photo to:                              
Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au. We look forward to sharing our ‘book faces’ with you all 
next week.  
 
Please note, our virtual performance organised for this week by Kristin Mackinlay has been postponed until students return 
onsite.  
 

Birregurra Primary School – Commit to be Fit 

Here at Birregurra Primary School we understand the importance of keeping mentally and physically fit during lockdowns, 
therefore we have created a community challenge to encourage our families and the wider community to ‘commit to be fit’.  
Join in our quest to virtually walk from Birregurra to Portland and back in a week. To track your walking distance, you can use a 
feature available on iPhones called Health. If you are out and about walking in the community, don’t forget to measure the 
distance of your walk. This can be done on Google Maps. Then at the end of the week, send through your total distance walked 
for the week via SeeSaw or email your results to Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Let’s get moving!  
 

Vaccinations  
As part of the phased Covid-19 vaccination rollout, more Victorian parents, carers and children are now able to receive the 
Covid-19 vaccines. With more appointments now available over the next two weeks, we encourage you to book your vaccine 

via the Victorian Governments Covid-19 vaccine online booking system. For more         
information about eligibility, refer to coronavirus.vic.gov.au or use the Australian         
Governments Covid-19 vaccine eligibility checker.  
 
I know this is a challenging time. I trust our school community will ensure we do the right 
thing at this time, by complying with restrictions in place and making careful and sup-
portive decisions that limit movement throughout the community.  
 
From the whole BPS team, thank you again for supporting your child’s learning during this 
time.  
 
Jess Kattwinkel & team  
 

mailto:Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/


Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on 

5236 2222. 

Dates for the diary … 
 

Staff Profile 

Number hunts are a fun and engaging activity for your child. Ask your child to find numbers around you. Look at and say the 
numbers on car number plates, signs, calendars, newspapers, shopping catalogues, speed signs, and houses.  

Playing with cards is always a fun activity, particularly on a rainy day, weekend or on holidays. 
You can: 
» Play matching number games like ‘Snap’ with playing cards. 
» Order the numbers on the cards from smallest to largest, or largest to smallest. 

 

Discussing maths when cooking can provide a daily maths lesson involving measurement, time, and cost. 

Here are some activities you could try at home: 

» Collect and read recipes and discuss the use of fractions, millilitres and grams. Encourage your child to make accurate meas-

urements using measuring cups and spoons. 

» Discuss how you would double or halve a recipe. Encourage your child to record new measurements for the recipe. Discuss 

why and when you might need to do this. 

» Identify the temperature and cooking time on the recipe. Discuss why different recipes have different temperatures and 

cooking times. 

» Estimate the cost to buy all the ingredients to make the recipe. Compare this with the actual cost of items. Ask your child if 

they think it was cheaper to buy the ingredients and make dinner or get takeaway. 

» Make a list of the abbreviations used in the recipe and then write them in full – for example, L for litre, ml for millilitre, tsp. 

for teaspoon, tbsp. for tablespoon. 

» Investigate the prices of fresh fruit and vegetables available in the supermarkets compared with market vendors. 

Saturday 21st -27th August CBCA Book Week 

Monday 23rd August No remote learning- teacher preparation day! 

Devices available to pick up from school 

Tuesday 24th August Full remote learning program begins 

Wednesday 25th August Book Week Dress Up Day – Virtual parade 

Monday 30th August Virtual Assembly students and families invited 

to attend �  

Friday 3rd September Swimming Program – TBC 

Monday 6th September School Council 6:30pm 

Tuesday 7th September Small Schools- Big Connections Grade 6 transi-

tion event supported by Batforce - TBC 

Thursday 9th September R U Ok Day 

Friday 10th September Swimming Program - TBC 



 

We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday to the following students 

who are celebrating their birthday   

during the coming week ... 

 

August 

23rd  Mitch G 

29th  Celeste McL 

 

Please note this is an 18+ only event 





SCIENCE WEEK: Solar Buddy program 

Last week students from year 3-6 participated in the Solar Buddy program. This is the third time our school has  

supported the initiative and this year it was made possible through funding from ACCIONIA, a global group that  

develops and manages sustainable infrastructure solutions. More specifically, ACCIONA are responsible for building 

the wind farm east of Colac at Mt Gellibrand.  

Solar Buddy is an Australian charity uniting a global community that aims to gift six million solar lights to children 

living in extreme energy poverty by 2030, while simultaneously, educating six million people globally about extreme 

energy poverty. 

The Solar Buddy project linked nicely with our STEAM program and was a wonderful way to celebrate Science 

Week. Students learnt about two key areas prior to building solar lights.  

Firstly, the children investigated different forms or renewable energy. They learnt about the importance of using 

renewable energy and the difference between renewable and non-renewable energy. 

Secondly, students were introduced to the concept of energy poverty. Energy poverty is defined as little access, no 

access or unreliable access to electricity. 

To conclude the lesson students made a Solar Buddy light and wrote a letter to accompany their light that will be 

delivered to children on Vanuatu. 

To participate in such a program is truly gratifying. It helped us reflect on how fortunate we are to have such easy 

access to electricity. More importantly, the gift of light to children less fortunate us will enable them to read and 

study after dark without inhaling noxious fumes from kerosene lights.  







What creative kids we 

have! Mrs. Mel under the 

wonderful guidance of 

Miss. Jess has asked our 

students to look for shapes 

to help with drawings. Well 

I think they saw lots of 

shapes—Can you? 

Wish I could have shared 

more… maybe next week. 

Sue Mel 



 

 

 

 

A riddle, a riddle, as I suppose,  

A hundred eyes and never a 

nose! 

Stressed: 

What a person feels when they are wor-

ried or feeling uncomfortable about 

something, and when this feeling lasts for 

a long time.  Sometimes it can be when 

there is too much to do or something is 

hard, scary or new. 

 

Strategies: 

Sharing your worry with a friend; 

imagine letting your worry float away; 

keep yourself busy with something you 

enjoy or you are clever at; draw or write it 

down; or try 

swapping the worries for happy  

memories. 

 

Hi all,  

We have been learning how thinking too much about a worry can make things feel much worse, much darker and much  
cloudier than it needs to be.…  

Using a strategy to help calm yourself can make even the toughest day feel a little brighter.  

Sue 

Welcome…Aidan and Felicity 

 Our newly appointed Breakfast Leadership 
Team and Phew…just in time for our Pancake      

Breakfast. A very busy morning tossing       
pancakes and a 9 out of 10 by our happy   

customers! 

Welcome also to Ms Jody, and a big thankyou 

for your help. And another thankyou to      

Woolworths for the Maple Syrup to add that 

extra deliciousness to our pancakes. 





Purchase your tickets here— 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=790782  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%3Feid%3D790782&data=04%7C01%7Cbirregurra.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7b50a1aad5dd464d52db08d953202814%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63763221



