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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 
Welcome to Week 6! I hope everyone enjoyed some sunshine over the weekend and didn’t get blown away in yesterday’s 
wind! I’d like to once again thank you for supporting students and staff as we pivoted out of remote learning, into remote 
learning and back out again. Our community have been amazing in ensuring student health and wellbeing remains a priority 
and each family has approached the constantly changing environment by doing what they know is best for their child/ren. The 
BPS team are looking forward to our first full week of onsite learning for a little while, with lots of fun learning activities 
planned.  
 

Welcome Renee Swanson 
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome Mrs Renee Swanson to Birregurra Primary School. Mrs Swanson starts in her role as 
a Teacher Aide today and will provide classroom support to some of our middle years students. Mrs Swanson brings with her a 
range of school experience having worked in a variety of school settings in the past few years.  Find out more about Mrs     
Swanson in todays ‘staff spotlight!’ 
 

Welcome Rachel Betts 
Today we also welcome Mrs Rachel Betts. Mrs Betts is a Pre-Service teacher currently studying at Swinburne University. She 
will be completing a four-week teaching block at our school working with the Grade One students and Miss Erskine. See more 
about Mrs Betts in her profile included in today’s newsletter.  
 

Review 
As you may be aware, our school is currently completing a school review. The second day of our review is today Monday 16th 
August. As part of the review, the review panel would love to have some parent input and feedback. Typically, this would    
include an invitation to come into the school and have a chat with the panel members. However, due to current restrictions, 
we have had to come up with an alternative. Therefore, I invite any interested parents/carers to join in a WebEx meeting at 
9:30am. Here you will have the opportunity to chat with our reviewer Jill Jackson as well as our challenge partners. To join the 
meeting, please click on the following link at 9:30am. https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/kattwinkel.jessica.m 
We greatly appreciate your feedback and helping to shape our school's future direction.  
 

National Science Week  
This week is National Science Week and a great opportunity to 
acknowledge this important part of the curriculum. National 
Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and 
technology. It aims to provide an opportunity to acknowledge 
the contributions of scientists, STEM (science, technology,     
engineering and mathematics) professionals, innovators,       
designers and entrepreneurs to the world of science. It also aims 
to      encourage an interest in science and STEM among the public. Students will have the opportunity to engage in Science and 
STEAM related activities this week to acknowledge and celebrate all things Science related.  
 

 

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/kattwinkel.jessica.m


Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

School Council 
Last Monday day night we held our August School Council meeting via WebEx. Thanks to our committed school councillors for 
successfully embracing the technology and contributing to the running of our school. Reports presented and accepted include 
Principal report, JSC report, Resource Smart and Buildings and Grounds report. The main items discussed include: 

• Current enrolments / prep enrolments  

• Day One of School Review  

• Staffing - Jess Parker (Art Specialist) has commenced maternity leave, Sue Melican replacing for remainder of 
Term 3. MACC position is currently advertised via Recruitment Online.  

• Disability Inclusion Funding allocation and spending – Teacher Aide Positions filled  

• 3/4 camp planned for November 2021 

• Parent/Carer/Guardian Survey now open – closes on 3rd September 

• Professional learning staff activities  

• Classroom Curriculum Reports  

• Capital Works Project and Planned Maintenance Funding  

• Positive Out of Hours Care survey results – grant possibility  
 
We also ratified finance reports for June and July and accepted a quote for the purchase of 27 new Netbooks for our senior 
students.  The Child Safe Code of Conduct was also reviewed and endorsed by school council. 
Our next school council meeting is planned for Monday 6th September.  
 

Book Week Celebrations  
This year, Book Week is being held between 21st- 27th August. Book Week provides an      
opportunity for schools, libraries, booksellers, authors, illustrators and children across      
Australia to celebrate Australian children’s literature. The theme this year is ‘Old Worlds, 
New Worlds, Other Worlds’. To help celebrate, we are inviting students and staff to dress up 
on Wednesday 25th August to coincide with our MARC library day. Costumes may be linked 
to the theme or a favourite book character. Costumes need not be new or elaborate – they 
can be made from anything you have at home and can be simple and creative with minimal 
fuss. Students will also be involved in a virtual incursion on this day organised by Ms   
Mackinlay our library specialist.  
 

Thankyou 
Thanks to the school community for your support in the Stop, Drop and Go procedure to 
enable the smooth movement of cars through the drop off areas. We greatly appreciate your 
support in keeping within the department guidelines.  
 
Thanks also for your ongoing commitment to your child’s education. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to 
discuss any concerns about your child. We are always here to listen and put support in place.  

Have a wonderful week, 

Jess Kattwinkel & team  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 



Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on 

5236 2222. 

Dates for the diary … 
 

Staff Profile 

Saturday 14th – 22nd August National Science Week 

Monday 16th August Review – Day Two – Parent forum 9:30am 

Assembly- Students & staff only! 

Saturday 21st -27th August CBCA Book Week 

Monday 23rd August Onsite Evacuation Drill 

Wednesday 25th August Book Week Dress Up 

Friday 27th August Swimming Program 

Monday 30th August Assembly 

Thursday 2nd September Susan Brennan Author visit 

Friday 3rd September Swimming Program 

Monday 6th September School Council 6:30pm 

Tuesday 7th September Small Schools- Big Connections Grade 6       

transition event supported by Batforce 

Thursday 9th September R U Ok Day 

Friday 10th September Swimming Program 

Friday 17th September Last day of Term 3—2.15pm finish 





Students of the Week 

Prep 

Ezra F 
For the wonderful way you have settled into life at BPS. You are a terrific member 
of our team.  

Hettie G 
For using feedback from our conferencing sessions to set challenging goals to im-
prove your writing. Well done, Hettie! 

Hunter S 
For showing great determination to master our subtraction strategies. Well done 
on ensuring you record your number sentences correctly. Go Hunter! 

Grade 1 
Evelyn W 

You have settled into your new school with ease! Your growing contributions to 
our class discussions are wonderful. 

Bella G 
For your terrific ‘say the sound, read the word’ strategies while reading inde-
pendently. Great job Bella! 

Grade 2 

Savannah K 
Your willingness to work hard and listen to feedback is outstanding. Keep up the 
amazing work!  

Felix D 
For listening to feedback from our conferencing sessions and working hard to use 
paragraphs in your writing. Well done! 

Ali G 
For your fantastic commitment to our daily Sounds Write sessions. It’s been won-
derful to watch you apply your new skills to your writing and spelling. Well done! 

Grade 

3/4  

Ivy H Your maturity and responsibility makes you a real leader in our classroom.  

Tilly J  You continue to improve and put your best foot forward in all areas. Well done!  

Tom M You continue to work diligently in all areas. Great effort Tom.  

Grade 

5/6    

Aiden M For volunteering and assisting with the breakfast club.  

Felicity D For volunteering and assisting with the breakfast club.  

Remi G For her amazing country research project . 

Jai S For his growing leadership skills.  

Principal’s Award 
Mia S 

 

for displaying responsibility and maturity supporting our 
younger students. Awesome work Mia! 



 

We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday to the following students 

who are celebrating their birthday   

during the coming week ... 

 

August 

17th   Imogen M 

 

Please note this is an 18+ only event 



 

 

 

I’m not going 

to worry … 

Unless the 

animals start 

lining up two by 

two for the next 

space shuttle… 

Self-control: 

Being able to resist immedi-
ate temptations and avoid 

acting on impulse in order to 
achieve more important 

goals, such as learning or 
being kind. 

Last man standing… 

Who will be the first to 

move? Who will last the 

longest? 

In Prep through to Year 4 we are exploring what 
stress is and what strategies we can use to help us 

…Reminder…Breakfast Club…8am Tuesday mornings…Don’t forget… 

Hi all, 

Hope you have 
been able to soak 

in some of the 
sun that smiled 

upon us over the 
weekend…  

Sue 

Stressed: 

What a person feels 

when they are wor-

ried or feeling un-

comfortable about 

something, and 

when this feeling 

lasts for a long time.  

Sometimes it can be 

when there is too 

much to do or some-

thing is hard, scary or 

new. 



Purchase your tickets here— 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=790782  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%3Feid%3D790782&data=04%7C01%7Cbirregurra.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7b50a1aad5dd464d52db08d953202814%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63763221

