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58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week Five! I hope everyone managed to enjoy some of the lovely sunshine that appeared on Sunday, there
haven’t been too many sunny days lately. I appreciated the opportunity to spend some family time together around the firepit!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for the manner in which you have handled our most
recent return to remote and flexible learning. This one is particularly hard having only been back onsite for such a short period.
However, please be assured that our teachers and education support staff are dedicated and committed to providing continuity
of learning for our students and prioritising students and families wellbeing.
Parents, guardians and extended family- thank you for the support you are displaying throughout this time.
Students, a huge congratulations for the manner in which you adapt to working from home.
Teachers and Education Support staff, your commitment to student learning is exceptional!
While it’s an expression used often, it remains true - “we will get through this together”.

2021 Olympics
Over the last two weeks, the students across all Learning Communities have been participating in activities and learning that
relate to the Olympics. The students and teachers have been watching and discussing the determination, athleticism, courage,
and resilience that the athletes of the Tokyo 2021 Olympics have endured over the last 2 weeks. We are all super proud of the
Australian athletes that have represented our country with pride. Let’s hope that in Brisbane 2032, we have some aspiring athletes from Birregurra competing in the Olympics.

Welcome Mrs Coridas
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome Mrs Jody Coridas to Birregurra Primary School. Mrs Coridas starts in her role as a
Teacher Aide today and will provide classroom support to some of our junior students. Mrs Coridas brings with her a range of
school experience having worked in two different primary schools providing supports to students with a variety of learning
needs. While beginning her role in the middle of another lockdown is challenging, Mrs Coridas is committed to supporting our
teachers and students as best she can during this time. Find out more about Mrs Coridas in todays ‘staff spotlight!’

2022 Prep Enrolments
We are now taking enrolments for 2022. If you would like more information about our school and/or
an enrolment pack, please contact the school. Enrolment packs have been provided to the Birregurra
Pre-School. We would appreciate it if all enrolment forms could be completed and returned to the
school by August 20th. This will ensure we can plan effectively for 2022. Thanks for your support!

Prep Bags – Department survey
At the beginning of the school year, the Department of Education and Training provided every Prep student attending a
Victorian government school with a red Prep bag.
The Prep bags contained 14 items, including children’s storybooks, flyers, stickers, and stationery items, all designed to help
Prep students and their parents and carers thrive from the start of Term 1.
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The Department is now inviting families of current Prep students to participate in a short survey, closing
Sunday 29 August.
Feedback will help inform what Prep students and their parents and carers like about the Prep bags and
what can be improved in 2022.
To have your say, complete the survey through SurveyMonkey.
The survey takes about five to ten minutes to complete. For more information on this year’s Prep bags,
refer to the Prep Bags 2021 web page on the Department’s website.

2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
Thanks to the families that have already completed the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey this
year. We appreciate you taking the time to provide feedback on our school. The survey is designed to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour,
student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
All families are invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous.
Please note the survey deadline has been extended to 3rd September 2021.

Swimming
We will be in touch regarding the continuation of our swimming program later in the week once our
return to school date is confirmed and the latest Schools Operations Guide is published. Thanks for your understanding.

Community Use of School Facilities
As per the Department of Education school operational guidelines, school playgrounds remain open for community use outside
of school hours. We encourage community use of our facilities, however ask that people please enjoy our facilities outside of
school hours during this lockdown. Also, a reminder to please take any rubbish with you or place in the bins to keep our school
and community tidy! Thanks for your understanding with this.

Reminders
•
•

This Thursday 12th August is a Curriculum Day. Please note there will be no learning tasks allocated on this day or
any onsite supervision provided. Staff will be connecting via WebEx to complete writing moderation, engage in
professional learning around Student Voice and complete planning.
School Council is tonight at 6:30pm via WebEx.

Take care everyone, please contact your child’s teacher or phone the office if you require further support while learning from
home. We are here to help!

Jess Kattwinkel & team

Dates for the calendar
Monday August 9th
Thursday August 12th
Friday August 13th

School Council 6:30pm via WebEx
Curriculum Day – No learning or onsite
supervision provided
All students & staff back onsite
Swimming Program – pending updated guidelines

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Staff Profile

You can incorporate counting into everyday activities such as:
» Cut fruit into six pieces and ask your child to count the pieces.
» Count the pieces of toast you cooked at breakfast.
» Add the total number of cutlery items at the table.
» Count the number of people travelling in the car or on the bus.
» Count the number of houses as you walk along the street.
» Count how many steps it takes to walk from the kitchen to the bathroom.
» Practise counting when grocery shopping with your child (for example, counting the number of apples you put into the bag).
» Encourage your child to talk about the number of things in the pictures they draw.

Because it changes daily, the weather can be a great topic to discuss maths with your child.
Try these activities:
» Visit the website http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/
» Ask your child the difference between each day’s minimum and maximum temperatures. Do they notice a pattern or trend in
the weather changes?
» Find a seven-day forecast, then record the actual temperature for each day and compare. Ask your child if the forecast was
accurate. Ask them what similarities and differences they notice.
» Use the information on the weather website to explore differences in weather between your area and other areas. Ask your
child how much rain you get compared to other areas. Ask your child to identify differences in temperature between your area
and other areas. Who might be affected by an increase or decrease in rainfall?

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...
August

8th Flynn L
12th Axel S

100 Days of Prep

During the week, our Preps celebrated their
100th day of school!
They have been counting the days since
their very first day of school back in
February, and so it was certainly a
much-anticipated day!
We are very proud of all they have achieved
in just 100 days – and look forward to
seeing what they’ll do in the next 100!

ORIGAMI CHALLENGE

Hi All,
Really!! We’re
home again…how
are you all doing?
To tell you the truth,
I’m not sure anymore whether I’m
coming or going!
…OK…Take Six…

YUMMY! Did you check out
the pancake recipe in our
Learning Matrix on Friday. Those pancakes were
the best…my mixture made
8, I ate the first one
(because I couldn’t wait
that long) which has left
me with …hmmm…how
many?
Then I had the last one
with berry jam and a cup
of tea…so how many do I
have in the fridge?
I think they would be delicious for breakfast!
Out for my walk this morning, I found this intricate
web along the path.

The bird a nest,
the spider a web,
man friendship.
William Blake
Just in case you want to have a go at making
your own dove…here are the instructions.
Remember it’s about the process more than the
finished product!
SUE

Don’t forget to keep in
touch with your friends
over this time. Send
them a note, draw them
a picture or give them a
call and let them know
how much you
appreciate them!

Purchase your tickets here—
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=790782

Expressions of Interest
by MONDAY 16th AUGUST for the
Demons Basketball Summer Competition
Teams.
(Term 4 2021 & Term 1 2022)
Express your interest to be a part of our upcoming summer basketball competition
with the Demons! The Demons basketball Team is zoned by Primary School and
includes Birregurra, Deans Marsh, Forrest, Lorne & Colac SW.
To get the ball rolling and gauge interest for this season, we ask that you simply
go to the Colac Demons Basketball Club Facebook page and either give it a like
or send us a message. All those who express interest will be sent links to the registration page and be invited to join in the FREE basketball clinics which we hope
to host prior to the end of this term. By expressing interest you are not committing
to the season.
Teams are (subject to change):
•

u10 Girls & Boys Friday Nights (2013 born)

•

u12 Thursday Nights (2012/2011 born)

•

u14 Wednesday Nights (2010/2009 born)

•

u16 Tuesday Nights (2008/2007 born)

•

Open

Registration details will be available in 2 weeks and will be shared via the
Newsletter too.
If you have any further question, please reach out to either Charlotte Bugge 0450
496 035, Abbey Gannon 0408 382 206 or Kirrilee Wilson 0475 358 706

