Term 3, Week 2— 19th July 2021

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week Four! What a wonderful end to the week we had last week. There were some excited students (and parents)
on Wednesday as we welcomed our students back onsite, enthusiastic to share their experiences over the past few weeks with
friends and staff. A school only works at its best when it is filled with happy faces, chatter, laughter and a teaching and learning
buzz. I am delighted to say our children have settled back into routine well, although there were certainly signs of tiredness by
the end of the week!
I’d once again like to thank all families for the encouraging words of support, for the thanks of assistance provided to teachers
and staff and for your efforts to ensure continuity of learning for our students.

School Review
Day One of our school review took place last Monday via WebEx. Special thanks to Mrs McDonald, Mr Fetherston and our
School Council President Kirsty Roberts for their contributions to the day. We have a lot to celebrate as a school and our fantastic achievements over the past four years were certainly recognised by our reviewer and challenge partners. Day Two and
Three of our review will take place in the coming weeks and the panel looks forward to engaging with the wider school community during these days.

2022 Prep Enrolments
On Tuesday 27th of July, we held our 2022 Prep Information Session online. While the
lockdown prevented us from gathering onsite, we were able to adapt the session to
an online format. Thanks to those that were able to connect, it was great to see some
familiar faces as well as some new faces to join our school community in 2022.
Anyone who was unable to attend the session, would like more information and/or
an enrolment pack, we encourage you to contact the school. Enrolment packs have
also been provided to the Birregurra Pre-School. We would appreciate it if all enrolment forms could be completed and returned to the school by August 20 th.

Swimming
It was fantastic to be able to commence our much-anticipated swimming program on
Friday. Students entered school Friday morning, very excited! Thanks to our families for ensuring students had everything labelled and ready to go! It was a great start to the program!

Expressions of Interest - Out of Hours Care
We are currently investigating the need for an Out of Hours Care Service at our school including Before and After School Care.
Thanks to those that have already shared their interest by completing the survey. If you are yet to complete, please fill in the
survey (link below) indicating if this is a need for your family. We would appreciate responses by Friday 6th August.
Many thanks for your time!

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScajmhmBdqE7MrylfNkAMF6QXGnVEzUPQTLcJjiP6QMHDxHpQ/viewform?
usp=sf_link

Drinks and Food
With the return to onsite schooling, we thought it appropriate to remind families of the expectations in regards to drinks and
food at school. All students need a water bottle filled with water only. Cordial and juice attract the ants and are not helpful in
hydrating your child. Chewing gum and lollies are also NOT allowed at school.
At Birregurra Primary School, students are provided with Brain Food time. Brain Food time is not a play break. It is a time when
students are encouraged to eat small amounts of brain-healthy food that helps maintain the glucose supply to the brain. Students have access to water bottles to enable them to have regular sips of water throughout the day. Parents/Caregivers are
asked to provide children with healthy food options to eat at Brain Food time. The food provided for this snack time should be
appropriately stored (e.g. in a separate container). Appropriate Brain Foods are generally unprocessed and ensure a slow release of glucose rather than a quick fix provided by high sugar/fat filled foods, which do not sustain the consistent glucose input the brain requires. Acceptable Brain Foods include: · Fresh fruit and vegetables (carrot sticks, celery sticks, cucumber sticks,
tomatoes), Dried fruit (e.g. apricots, prunes, raisins and sultanas), Rice cakes, Seeds (e.g. sunflower, sesame, tahini, linseed),

Chick peas and other legumes, Cheese sticks/cubes, Boiled eggs (already shelled), Yoghurt. Thanks for your support!

Good Luck Miss Jess
Miss Jess Parker our Art specialist has now commenced maternity leave. Unfortunately, due to lockdown students and staff
have been unable to farewell Miss Jess as we had hoped. I’d like to acknowledge Jess’ dedication to our school and the schools
across our region that Miss Jess visits. We wish Jess and her family the very best for the birth of their second child. Mrs Sue
Melican will be taking Art at Birregurra commencing Week 5 through to the end of the Term 3.

Student Attendance
Regular attendance at school has always been essential for students to achieve their full potential. This has perhaps never been
more important than after the recent disruptions. Therefore, student attendance data is closely monitored at both a school
and Department of Education level. Indeed, this is a major priority for the Barwon Area and South West Victoria Region.

Having carefully viewed our Semester One absence data, there are some students on track to be considered chronically absent
by the end of 2021. Chronically absent is defined as 20+ days per year and severely chronically absent is 30+ days per year.
Please take the time to view the below table which outlines the impact of regular non-attendance.

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our
school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school
climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible
learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies.
All families are invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from
Monday 19th July to Sunday 22nd August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed
at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or
smartphones.
Emails containing information on how to complete the survey were sent out on Friday. If you
require any further information, please let me know!

Reminders
A friendly reminder to please ensure that you contact either your child’s teacher or the office regarding any changes to daily
pick up arrangements in a timely manner. This will limit any confusion at the end of the school day. Thanks for your support
with this.
Have a wonderful week everyone and please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you have any questions or
concerns.
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Dates for the calendar
Monday August 2nd
Friday August 6th
Monday August 9th
Thursday August 12th
Friday August 13th

Assembly 2:45pm (Staff and Students Only)
Swimming Program
School Council
Curriculum Day – No students
Swimming Program

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on
5236 2222.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...
August

1st

Bodhi S

Students of the Week
Lottie K

For the magnificent way you are using your reading strategies and high frequency
words to read more challenging books. Wonderful effort, Lottie!

Harvey B

For the enormous determination he shows in mastering our subtraction number
problems. Congratulations on using feedback to build your understanding.

Prep

Grade 1

Ida M
Lachlan D

Grade 2

Parker L

For your incredible learning during remote learning 5.0! You listened to and applied feedback to your learning and completed all tasks to a very high standard.
Well done!

Patrick D

For your fantastic commitment and enthusiasm to learning tasks during remote
learning. Your recall of Olympic Games facts was outstanding! Well done.

Michael H

For your amazing work to reach your writing goals each week. You continue to
make good learning choices to help you reach success. Well done!

Blake H

Grade
3/4

For your well structured letter to an Olympian.

Celeste M

For your very creative ideas when considering a doggie Olympics.

Jack R

Alisha A
Rubi G
Charlie L
Emie F-P

Art

For your sensational understanding of various multiplication strategies.

Georgia R

Sebastian A

Grade
5/6

For your dedication to learning during remote learning. Your restaurant you created was amazing!
For your brilliant Olympic Big Write. You included some terrific ‘Show, Don’t tell’
sentences.

Theo F

For your outstanding commitment to remote learning.
Well done on cementing your ability to use various multiplication strategies.
You’re solving problems efficiently. Well done!
For your sensational work during our Writing. Your ability to “show” the reader
what is happening, draws them in and keeps them engaged.
For your confidence to share your ideas and strategies with others continues to
grow, enabling them to achieve success! Thank you for being a support peer.
Your work ethic during Remote Learning. You consistently pushed yourself, taking
your learning further and having many successful moments. Well done!
Your ability to listen and respond to feedback continues to grow, allowing you to
shine as a learner. Well done!
For his careful attention to detail during art lessons! Fantastic work Theo!

Principal’s Award
Remi G & Luella H
For demonstrating their fantastic leadership skills during lockdown. They both
created a short video from home to share with our incoming 2022 Prep families
and did a wonderful job! Thanks girls for your commitment to leading our school.

Fun and Olympic Games in Grade 1 and Grade 2

Hi All,
We’re Back
Take Two!!!
And wasn’t it wonderful to
be amongst friends again. Lots
of fun and games both in the
classroom and out in the yard.
Wednesday morning saw a little
glimpse of sunshine before the
deluge came down in the afternoon, but we had enough time
to indulge in some of our favourite
pastimes…
basketball,
chasey and naturally, some

Don’t forget
to pencil in
Breakfast
Club on
your calendars.

MENU
Cheerios, Porridge,
Peaches, Spaghetti,

And remember,
If you think you’re too small to be
effective, you have never been in the
dark with a mosquito
…Sue

Purchase your tickets here—
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=790782

