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Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week Three! Can I start by saying a huge thank you to our students and their families for the way in which you
have handled the on-going lockdown and associated announcements. It’s been a huge team effort with every one filling an
important role in keeping the teaching and learning rolling at Birregurra Primary School. Teachers are planning and posting to
students daily, engaging with students through daily Zoom sessions and working to support children at their point of need.
Each and every staff member understands that this lockdown, the fifth we have had in 18 months, will impact children differently; some students continue to thrive, some are finding their way through and some are finding it more difficult. We know
everyone is doing the best they can and we truly thank you for it! We hope to be back on-site soon, and teachers are looking
forward to face to face teaching and learning – however, until then, we are only a phone call, text message or email away.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any of our team.
Our main messages for the Lockdown 5.0 are:
• Pick your battles at home
• Create a daily schedule that works for your family and the context of what you are working under
• Adjust the learning when you deem it is necessary
• Communicate with your teachers/support staff if you have concerns, worries or questions
• Be patient and remember our behaviours and emotions can influence the feeling, behaviours, and thoughts of those around
us.
• We care and we have your back – SUPPORT/KNOWELDGE/EMPATHISE
Thank you, students, parents & staff, for an outstanding effort!!

Keeping Student Active While Learning from Home
When children participate in regular physical activity, it boosts their physical and mental
health and improves academic performance. Physical activity throughout the day also improves concentration, and the ability to retain information and solve problems. There are
many benefits to being active and getting your move on, but a lot of children aren’t moving
enough, particularly while learning from home.
15 minutes 4 times a day is all it takes.
To help support your children to stay active while learning from home, families can access a
range of free COVIDSafe ideas to stay active and games through Get Active Victoria. Families should remember that whatever
gets children moving, gets them active!

2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/
Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training (previously known as the
Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate,
student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning.

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement
strategies.

All families are invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This
year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th July to Sunday
22nd August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
Emails containing information on how to complete the survey were sent out on Friday. If you require any
further information, please let me know!

Review
Today is Day One of our School Review. While unfortunately we are unable to meet onsite, Validation Day will go ahead online.
I’m sure the review panel will engage in some great discussion about our journey including enablers and barriers over the past
four years and look forward to or focus areas into the future.

2022 Prep Information Session – Online
Our 2022 Prep Information Session is going ahead this Tuesday 27 th July online. We invite perspective 2022 families to join in
our online WebEx to hear a message from our student leaders, learn more about our programs and chat to our current Prep
teacher. Please send an email through to our school account at birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au to RSVP your attendance
and a link will be provided to join the session. Please see the poster in today’s newsletter for further information.

Learning Showcase
Unfortunately, our mid-year Learning Showcase is cancelled. While we were hopeful we could invite parents into our classrooms to view your child’s achievements, with a return to school we are expecting the return of tight restrictions with visitors
and parents/carers onsite. We also appreciate that our families will have gained an insight into their child’s achievement
through this period of remote and flexible learning.

Swimming
We will be in touch regarding our swimming program once our return to school date is confirmed and the latest school operational guidelines are published.

Community Use of School Facilities
As per the Department of Education school operational guidelines, school playgrounds remain open for community use outside
of school hours. We encourage community use of our facilities, however ask that people please enjoy our facilities outside of
school hours during this lockdown. Also, a reminder to please take any rubbish with you or place in the bins to keep our school
and community tidy! Thanks for your understanding with this.
Please continue to stay safe everyone! While the academic work is obviously important
and we encourage all students to apply themselves with the support of their teachers
and parents, we are also very mindful of the wellbeing needs of all families. Take care
and please prioritise time to move away from the screens and learning and enjoy
precious family time together.
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students who
are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...
July
29th

August
1st

Bella G

Bodhi S

Sports provide a good opportunity to engage your child in maths, particularly if they are
a keen sportsperson.
Here are some questions to ask your child when watching or playing their favourite
sport:
» How does your favourite sport tally the score? What maths is presented on the tally?
» How do other sports tally the score – for example, tennis, golf, cricket, netball, football?
» What maths do you use to find the total of the scores?
» Who is at the top of the ladder? How is this determined?
» Are there other ways to record the score?
» How long do your favourite sport games go for in minutes and seconds? How is the
time in the game divided? Into halves, quarters or something else?
» What are the shapes of different playing fields and courts? Talk about edges and angles.
» How can you estimate the perimeter and area of a playing field?
» How many cars could be parked on the MCG field? How could we work this out?

Remote Learning Fun

Hi All,
This week my attention

was grabbed by the
concept of “passion.”
In remote learning this week the 3-6
students engaged in activities relating
to their passion. This got me thinking
…what is it that I’m passionate about
– what do I find enjoyment in doing?
One activity that I delight in is getting
out and walking. We are so fortunate
in our little corner of the world to have
so many natural treasures on our
doorstep. When I am out, whether it’s
in the bush or down on the coast, I
love to take photos of the little details
that often we can miss. In the cold
months there is Fungi and in the
warmer months, wildflowers; so tiny
they can be easily overlooked.
Here’s a collage from a walk along a
part of the Beechy Line.

How are you feeling?
Take some time to check in…
You may be feeling sad, sick, tired or bored. Maybe you’re feeling angry, mad, scared, or upset.
What can you do to help yourself feel calm, happy, focused and ready to learn?
Another activity I enjoy is
making stuff with play doh…
so how great was it that I
could work on my sounds
write and play with play
doh! Can you guess which
sound I was working on?
Thanks, Miss Erskine for
setting the challenge.

You could try taking a break; going for a walk or
jog; do some stretches; listen to some upbeat music; read a book; do a puzzle; focus on your
strengths.
Thinking of each of you as you work from
home, hope to see you this Wednesday…

Sue

