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From the Principal’s Desk 
Happy Monday and welcome to Week 2. It was a cold, windy, 
and wet start to the term last week. However, we still 
managed to get outside for most break times. While we have 
limited access to certain grassy areas, some students have 

still managed to get quite muddy. It may be worth packing a 
spare set of clothes and socks in your child's school bag in case of any muddy emergencies. 

Clubs  
Our first Clubs session will take place today between 12:30-1:30pm. Students have been 
placed into one of their top three preferences, and we’re excited to launch a range of engaging 
activities. Stay tuned for some happy snaps in next week’s newsletter!  

Curriculum Day – TOMORROW 
A friendly reminder that tomorrow is a Curriculum Day and students are not required at 
school. Staff will spend the day together looking at Multi-Tiered Systems of Support, our three-
year curriculum plan and reviewing the department’s policies around AI use by students and 
staff, a fast-developing space.  

JSC Pyjama Day – Wednesday  
This Wednesday 22nd July, our Junior School Council will be hosting a 
Pyjama Day in support of The Pyjama Foundation. Students are invited to 
wear their favourite pyjamas to school and bring a gold coin donation. 

Funds raised will help support children in foster care by providing learning 
support, educational resources and positive mentoring relationships. We 

encourage everyone to get involved by wearing their comfiest PJs and supporting this 
worthwhile cause. 

Lunch Orders 
Lunch orders return this Friday. Orders can now be placed through Spriggy Schools and must 
be submitted by 9:00am on Wednesday. Please note that we will no longer be sending 
containers home with leftover hot food, as this can pose a health risk. If your child would like 
to bring home any leftover cold food, please ensure they have a container or space in their 
lunch box. 

Grade 6 Woodwork Classes  

This Friday, our Grade 6 students will commence a woodwork program 
which will run across this term, thanks to the generous support of the 
Birregurra Men's Shed. Over four sessions, students will develop 
practical woodworking skills while designing and constructing their 
own birdhouses. 
As part of the program, students will also have the opportunity to visit 
the Birregurra Men's Shed for one of their sessions, where they will 
learn more about the workshop environment and work alongside 
experienced volunteers. 
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Birregurra Primary School is a 
child safe organisation which 
welcomes all children, young 

people and their families. 

We are committed to 
providing environments where 
our students are safe and feel 
safe, where their participation 

is valued, their views 
respected, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Our child 

safe policies, strategies and 
practices are inclusive of the 

needs of all children and 
students. 

We have no tolerance for child 
abuse and take proactive 

steps to identify and manage 
any risks of harm to students 
in our school environments. 

Particular attention is given to 
the child safety needs of 

Aboriginal students, those 
from culturally and 
linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, international 
students, students with 

disabilities, those unable to 
live at home, children and 

young people who identify as 
LGBTIQ+ and other students 

experiencing risk or 
vulnerability. 

Child safety is a shared 
responsibility.  

 

 

School Councillors –Kelly Dodds, Emily McDonald, Cassie Stephens, Sarah Green, Katie Delahunty, 

Belinda Matheson, Alistair Burrell, Jaymie Lowe. 

 

 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive community that 
supports and encourages a 

love of learning and the skills 
and mindset to thrive. 

 

Our School Values  
Community - growing 

positive partnerships between 
school, home and the broader 
community 
Aspire - setting goals and 

purposefully working towards 
their achievement 
Respect - for self, others, 

learning and our environment 
Excellence - striving for the 

highest personal achievement 
in all aspects of schooling. 
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We are incredibly grateful to the Birregurra Men's Shed for making this valuable learning experience possible, and we 
extend our sincere thanks to the two dedicated volunteers who are generously sharing their time, skills, and expertise 
with our students. We look forward to seeing the wonderful birdhouses our students create and the confidence they 
build throughout the program. 

NAPLAN results  
NAPLAN results arrived at our school last week, and individual student reports were published via XUNO to families 
with students in Years 3 and 5 on Monday afternoon. NAPLAN proficiency scales categorise student results into 
Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs Additional Support. The below table shows the percentage of students who 
are Exceeding or Strong in each test compared to similar schools. 
 

NAPLAN TEST 

NAPLAN PROFICIENCY: PERCENTAGE OF 
STUDENTS EXCEEDING OR STRONG 

BIRREGURRA P.S. SIMILAR SCHOOLS* 

Ye
ar

 3
 

Reading 86% 72% 

Writing 100% 82% 

Spelling 62% 59% 

Grammar & Punctuation 90% 61% 

Numeracy 90% 72% 

Ye
ar

 5
 

Reading 100% 79% 

Writing 82% 76% 

Spelling 91% 69% 

Grammar & Punctuation 100% 68% 

Numeracy 100% 76% 

 
(* Similar Schools: a group of Victorian Government Schools with similar characteristics - socio-economic status, non-English 
speaking students, enrolment size and geographic location.) 

While NAPLAN provides a valuable snapshot of student learning and helps us evaluate the impact of our teaching and 
learning programs, we know that education is about much more than test results. At Birregurra Primary School, we are 
committed to supporting the whole child by focusing on all aspects of growth - academic, social, emotional, and 
personal development.  
Although NAPLAN is just one measure, I’m very pleased to share that our students performed above similar schools in 
10 out of 10 areas. This is a fantastic achievement, and one our entire school community should be extremely proud 
of! 

3/4 Camp – Sovereign Hill 
Excitement is building for our upcoming Year 3/4 Camp to Sovereign Hill in 
Week 7! Students and staff are looking forward to three fantastic days of 
learning, adventure, and memorable experiences at this iconic destination. 
Our camp program and activities are currently being finalised, and we are sure 
it will be a fabulous three days filled with opportunities for students to explore, 
discover, and create lasting memories with their classmates. Further 
information, including camp details and updates, is available on XUNO. A 
deposit is due by Wednesday 22nd July to secure your child's place and allow 
us to confirm final numbers with the camp providers. 
 

We appreciate that the cost of camp is significant. If you would like to arrange a payment plan, please contact Mrs 
Leigh in the office. 
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Birregurra-Forrest Road Safety Improvement – Barwon Downs  
The Department of Transport and Planning have provided the following information regarding upcoming works in 

Barwon Downs. 

We’re delivering safety improvement works on Birregurra-Forrest Road at Barwon Downs, with works planned to start 

in August. The project will include the installation of two new raised safety platforms that will slow vehicles at both 

approaches to a bend where speed has been an issue. The raised safety platforms will be built near the CFA building, 

south of the bend, and close to the Barwon Downs Town Park, east of Callahans Lane and north of the bend.   

The safety improvement project also includes drainage upgrades and the installation of kerb near the platforms to 

delineate the road curves around the bend.  

A construction program is in preparation. Works are expected to take up to two months to complete. Dates 

and timeframes are dependent on a range of factors, including favourable weather and site conditions. Crews will be 

on site Monday to Friday between 7am and 6pm, with the possibility of some weekend and night works.  

Impacts of the works  

We'll make every effort to minimise disruption to traffic during these works. Disruptions may include:  

• single lane closures, with traffic management in place  

• reduced speed limits to ensure the safety of crews and all road users   

• temporary traffic lights and electronic message signs  

• weekend work and nightworks  

• delays to traffic  

• traffic management crews to help you move through the area.  

 Find out more  

Disruptions information will be published on the Transport Victoria website when the delivery program is confirmed. 

Visit https://transport.vic.gov.au/news-and-resources/projects/birregurra-forrest-road-safety-improvements-barwon-

downs. Alternatively, please contact us via this email address or call 133 778.  

Reminders- 
➢ Milo Monday is on today. Warm milos are available from the canteen area for $1. 

➢ Curriculum Day Tuesday – no students    

➢ If you or neighbours have not dropped off 2027 enrolment forms for a child, please do so ASAP! We will be 

sending out offers from early August and begin planning classes, employment, etc from then.  

Have a wonderful week everyone and please don’t hesitate to reach out if we can be of support. 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftransport.vic.gov.au%2Fnews-and-resources%2Fprojects%2Fbirregurra-forrest-road-safety-improvements-barwon-downs&data=05%7C02%7Cbirregurra.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1f77a8e89a73475225ea08dee09f02cd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639195170755922308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FaX5C5OXruRWAX25UEfCpCUcTqxwacm20ArevKY1Qe4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftransport.vic.gov.au%2Fnews-and-resources%2Fprojects%2Fbirregurra-forrest-road-safety-improvements-barwon-downs&data=05%7C02%7Cbirregurra.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1f77a8e89a73475225ea08dee09f02cd%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639195170755922308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FaX5C5OXruRWAX25UEfCpCUcTqxwacm20ArevKY1Qe4%3D&reserved=0
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Dates for the Diary… 
Monday 20th July - Clubs 12.30pm 

- Milo Monday 
Tuesday 21st July - Curriculum Day – NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 
Wednesday 22nd July - JSC PJ Day- gold coin donation appreciated 
Thursday 23rd July - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 24th July - Assembly 2.45pm, Grade 1/2 Class Presentation 
Monday 27th July - School Council 6.30pm 

- Milo Monday 
Tuesday 28th July - Toastie Tuesday  
Thursday 30th July - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Monday 3rd August - Clubs 12.30pm 

- Milo Monday 
Tuesday 4th August  - Toastie Tuesday  
Thursday 6th August - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 7th August - Assembly 2.45pm, Prep/1 Class Presentation 
Monday 10th August  - Milo Monday 
Tuesday 11th August  - Toastie Tuesday 
Thursday 13th August - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Mon 17th Aug – Fri 21st Aug - National Science Week 
Monday 17th August  - Milo Monday 
Tuesday 18th August  - Toastie Tuesday 
Thursday 20th August - Breakfast Club 
Friday 21st August - Assembly 2.45pm, Grade 6 Class Presentation 
Sat 22nd Aug to Fri 28th Aug - CBCA Children’s Book Week  
Monday 24th August - Book Week Parade 9:00am  

- Milo Monday 
- School Council 6.30pm 

Tuesday 25th August  - Toastie Tuesday 
Wed 26th Aug – Fri 28th Aug - Grade 3/4 Camp - Sovereign Hill 
Thursday 28th August - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Monday 31st August - Clubs 12.30pm 
Thursday 3rd September - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
Friday 4th September - Father’s Day Breakfast 8am 

- Assembly 2.45pm, Grade 4/5 Class Presentation 
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The Wellbeing Room has become a popular place for students to spend their recess and lunch breaks. With the 

colder weather now well and truly here, I expect even more students will make use of the space as the term 

progresses. 

The Wellbeing Room provides a welcoming and well-equipped environment where students can play games, read, 

draw, or simply enjoy some quiet time during recess and lunch. It offers a valuable alternative to the playground, 

ovals, sandpit and other outdoor areas, catering for students who may prefer a calmer setting to relax, recharge and 

connect with others. – Mr King 
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