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Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week Two! While we are not where we had anticipated we would be, as
always, our school community has shown the amazing ability to pivot quickly and return to remote and flexible learning. My sincere thanks to each and everyone of you
for your support - parents, students and staff. Special thanks to our dedicated staff
who spent hours online Thursday night to ensure we had learning resources in place
for Friday and were able to effectively communicate these with families.
As I write this, I know that things are continuously changing, COVID wise, here in
Victoria and from experience we know that the best laid plans sometimes have to
change. However, we have also learned that we are flexible, adaptive, resilient and a
very strong school community. Whatever lies ahead of us in coming days, weeks or throughout the term, we will respond to
and adjust our sails. Please continue to monitor our school communication channels including XUNO, Skoolbag and SeeSaw for
the latest information in education.

Swimming
Unfortunately, the snap lockdown has affected our much-anticipated swimming program. While we were unable to commence
our swimming program on Friday, we do hope to be able to commence the program once we return to onsite learning. More
information will be provided when available.

Assembly
Our assembly planned for today will take place virtually. If you have the capacity, we would love for you to join. Assembly will
be live via WebEx at 2:45pm. Please join my WebEx room by clicking on the following link
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/kattwinkel.jessica.m
Parents and students are welcome to join. Students of the week will be announced, birthdays for the coming fortnight
acknowledged and teacher reports delivered. We hope to see you on the screen this afternoon �

Learning Showcase
As mentioned in last weeks newsletter, our learning showcase has been rescheduled to this Wednesday 21 st July. Whether we
can go ahead with this will be guided by current restrictions and the Department of Education school operations guidelines.
More information will be provided once it is available.

Communication Requirements
The Department of Education require schools to contact families on a daily basis. In order to do this, classroom teachers will
continue to post a morning message via the SeeSaw Family App by 9:00am each school day. This message will include a short
task for students to complete in order for them to check in for the day. E.g. send a photo of your home workspace.

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

By completing this task, teachers will be able to meet attendance marking requirements. Please note teachers may also contact
you by phone call throughout this period of remote and flexible learning if required to check in and see how we can best support you.
In addition, teachers will be providing an optional 20-minute Zoom session each day for students to connect should they need
to ask questions, share learning or just wish to connect with others. It was great to have many students join their class Zoom
session on Friday. Please note this is optional and there is no expectation that all students attend these sessions as we understand this may be difficult for some.

Community Use of School Facilities
As per the Department of Education school operation guidelines, school playgrounds remain open for community use outside
of school hours. We encourage community use of our facilities, however ask that people please enjoy our facilities outside of
school hours during this lockdown. Thanks for your understanding with this.

Thanks
Please do not hesitate to contact either myself or your child’s teacher if you have any
questions or queries. We are here to support you as best we can throughout this period of
remote and flexible learning. Thanks once again for your ongoing support!
We look forward to seeing the students back at school on Wednesday 21st July all going to
plan. I will provide further communication with you regarding the guidelines associated
with the return to school when they come to hand.
Stay safe and well!
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Dates for the diary …
Monday 19th July
Wednesday 21st July
Friday 23rd July

Assembly 2.45pm
Learning Showcase 3.15pm to 5.30pm (to be confirmed)
Swimming 1.30pm—2.30pm (to be confirmed)

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Counting is one of the first experiences of maths for young children. Learning to say
numbers often begins with a favourite song or rhyme and the repetition of the number
names. Children will often say the numbers before they visually recognise and identify
individual numbers. Here are some activities and tips to engage your child with counting:
» Listen for the counting sequence in these songs and rhymes, which can all be found on
www.youtube.com:
• Five Little Ducks
• Ten in the Bed
• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive
• Ten Green Bottles
• Five Little Monkeys
• 1, 2, Buckle My Shoe
» Children will begin by counting all objects in a group, for example fingers and toes, the
buttons on their clothes, steps to the house, or their toys.
» As children move on to counting a set of objects, they begin to link each object with
one number. In the beginning, encourage your child to touch each object as they say the
matching
number.
» When beginning to count a group of objects, children may need to arrange the objects
in a line to help them count. Later they will be able to start counting from any object
without arranging the objects.
» Once your child is confident, use different numbers as the starting point for practising
counting. For example, start counting from 6 or 10. Ask your child to count forwards and
backwards. Ask what number comes before, or what number comes after, a given number.

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on
5236 2222.

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students who
are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...
July
21st Samson G

QuickCliq Updates
On the 14th July, in preparation for the start of Term 3, Quickcliq have made some changes including a refresh of the website, including an overall look and feel of the interface. This will provide them with a foundation to build upon in upcoming
releases to modernise and simplify the parent user experience along with simplified terms and conditions for parents and
care-givers. To fund this change and future development, as of the 14th of July QuickCliq will be increasing the booking fee
cost for parents from $0.21 to $0.25. These changes will be communicated to parents and care-givers.
Please also note, the update to the website means that any bookmarks saved previously will no longer work. QuickCliq have
temporarily redirected these pages, and parents will just need to resave any bookmarks. To bookmark the new login page,
they will need to first go to www.QuickCliQ.com.au and select ‘Log in’ the top right hand corner. Then you will need to reestablish a bookmark in their browser to ensure continued access. Any questions please call QuickCliq on 1300 11 66 37.

** Lunch orders will go ahead this week. If for any reason we do not return to school this week, lunch orders will be refunded to your QuickCliq account.

Friday 30th July

Students of the Week
Prep

Bowie G
Abbey G

Grade 1

Sam G
Flynn L

Grade 2

Jackson S
Jack G

Mitch G

Grade
3/4

Marshall H
Theo F

Your multiplication test score of 100% was outstanding. Well done Theo!

Layla M

You remained focused and on task all week. Excellent start to term three!

Phoebe C

Grade
5/6

Georgia F

Miller L
Meah P

Art

For using his ‘say the sound’ strategies to build his sentences. Awesome work
Bowie!
For her outstanding work ethic . You have challenged yourself in all our learning
tasks this week.
For your incredible determination during our NAIDOC week Big Write. You challenged yourself to develop your ideas into a wonderful story.
For your insightful discoveries during Science of what happens to rain when it
lands on different surfaces. You posed some terrific wonderings!
For your incredible commitment to learning and always doing your best, whether
that be in the classroom or during remote learning. Well done Jackson!
For your fantastic effort to take on feedback to use finger spaces in your writing.
Well done Jack!
For having the self confidence to share your understanding of the ‘chunking strategy’ for multiplication with the class. What a brave effort!
You have started the term with incredible focus, particularly in numeracy. Well
done!

Samuel C

For her excellent Dreamtime story. You produced a carefully constructed story
that contained all the necessary aspects.
For her dedication to our school, presenting her ‘Plastic’ presentation to all classes, educating the school community on how to use our bins correctly.
For his work ethic during numeracy. You have continued to make good choices on
who you work along with, allowing you to have success and achieve your goals.
For her dedication to our Dreamtime stories. You extended yourself and continued to research learning more about the Wathaurong language.
For his enthusiasm and unique ideas.

Principal’s Award
Harvey Ball
For being a responsible learner always willing to assist his peers
and friends with tasks. Congratulations Harvey!

Hi All,
What a great start to the term…well, that was before Thursday’s announcement. So here we are looking down the barrel of another
lockdown …aahh, the frustration of it all. I feel that we are all becoming rather dab hands at this.

With our Preps this week in Respectful Relationships, we talked about the importance of feeling
connected with each other, particularly our family
and our friends. We read ‘The Invisible String’ by
Patrice Karst. A simple story that reminds us that
we are never truly alone. People who love each
other are always connected by a very special string
made of love. While not being able to see it with
our eyes, we can feel it deep in our hearts. In reflection, a timely reminder as we face this week.

Year 1 and 2 thought about
what a good friend looks like
and how we can be good
friends with those around us.

In Years 3 to 6 we had fun taking
on some challenges that required us to work in teams and
to consider our communication
skills. The importance of learning to think about what we will
say before we leap in and say
something we may later regret.
How we can escalate or deescalate a situation by the words and
attitude we choose to use.

Thinking of each
of you as you work
from home,
hope to see you
Wednesday… Sue

