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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome back to school for Term Three. I hope all students 

and families enjoyed a well-deserved break. It was great to 

see everyone return looking refreshed after the holiday 

period. I enjoyed spending some quality time with family 

camping in Halls Gap and despite some cold mornings, had 

beautiful sunny days to explore the stunning Grampians 

region.  

We are looking forward to a productive and engaging Term 
Three here at Birregurra PS, with all our systems and routines set up. Academic and 
behavioural expectations will remain high as our aim is for students to continually improve in 
all areas of their schooling. We expect children to be well behaved, be proud of their 
appearance and uniform and to be well mannered. Our approach to positive behaviour is 
proactive and centres on self-discipline and reflective processes always building on strengths 
and good choices. 

Semester One Reports 

Semester One reports were distributed via Xuno on the final Monday of Term Two. Instructions 
for accessing these was also distributed via Xuno. We hope you had the opportunity to read 
through the report together with your child, congratulating them on their many achievements 
throughout Semester One, as well as discussing opportunities for further growth in the second 
semester. If you are yet to access your child’s report and need assistance, please don’t hesitate 
to call the office. We are happy to help.  

Learning Showcase  

Thanks to the parents and family members that were able to make it to our ‘Learning 
Showcase’ on the final Wednesday of last term. We had some excited students very eager to 
share their learning environment and achievements with those closest to them. It is always 
wonderful to invite families into our classrooms, something we have missed in recent years. 
Special thanks to our teachers for facilitating the afternoon. 
 

Swimming 
We are very excited to commence our school 
swimming program this week. The swimming 
program is a key component of the Health & 
Physical Education Victorian Curriculum and it is 
therefore expected that all students will 
participate.  
Our Prep to Grade 2 students will be attending Heather’s Swim School, and our Grade 3-6 
students will be attending Bluewater. The program will run over 8 weeks commencing this 
Friday. Students will participate in lessons between 12:30-1:30pm and will travel by bus to and 
from the pools, with all staff attending. No students will remain at school.  
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Please ensure swimming permission forms are completed via Xuno ASAP.  Payment for the swimming program is also 
due this week, prior to the commencement of the program. Payment can be made via Xuno, cash to the office or direct 
deposit. If you have any questions or queries regarding the swimming program, please contact us. 

Thanks 

Recently, plastering works have been completed in the Art room following the filling in of one 
of the old doorways to accommodate a pantry. I would like to extend a huge thanks to  
Stuart Wilkeson for donating his time and resources to complete the plaster works. The school 
community is most grateful for Stuart’s generosity and support.  
 
Thanks also to Dave Drayton for painting the Art room wall in blackboard paint. It looks amazing and is a fabulous 
addition to our Art space.  
 

Latest Covid Update 

The Victorian Government has announced that Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) will continue to be available in our school 
in Terms 3 and 4. RATs continue to be required by students who are household contacts to attend school (5 negative 
tests over a 7 day period) or who have symptoms. The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our school will ensure that 
parents and carers will have them should they need them if their child is a household contact or has symptoms. Families 
must continue to notify the Department of Health and the school if your child returns a positive RAT result. Additionally, 
you should inform us if any of your children are household contacts. 
 
The Victorian Government’s current advice also recommends wearing face masks in indoor settings, including at school. 
Wearing a face mask can help protect you, your child/ren and those around you. Face masks stop droplets spreading 
when people talk, cough, sneeze and laugh, which lowers the chance of spreading or catching the virus. This 
information is especially important for those who are medically at risk. The Victorian government’s advice recommends 
people over 8 years of age wear a face mask in indoor settings, except for close contacts, who must wear a mask 
indoors unless an exception applies. If you wish your child to wear a mask at school, and/or they themselves wish to 
wear a mask, we will ensure they are supported to do that. 
 
Thank you again for your ongoing cooperation and support during this time. 
 

Child Safety and Wellbeing @ Birregurra Primary School 

Information for families and the school community 

The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety across 
organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the broader 
school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.  
 
Birregurra Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and procedures to ensure they meet the 
requirements of the new standards. These are available to view on our school’s website Birregurra Primary School 
policies and I encourage you to view these.  
 
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and welcome feedback 
from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, 
procedures and practices. If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please feel free to contact me.  
 
 

Holiday antics 

Unfortunately over the holidays we have once again had some unwanted visitors onsite. It appears someone/people 
have pushed open the sports shed door and made a lot of mess. While there appears to be no major damage, it is 
disappointing that once again our school has been the target of disrespectful behaviour. Please continue to keep an 
eye on our school outside of school hours if you are in the area and if you notice any suspicious behaviour, please let 
me know or contact the police. Thanks for your support.  
 

 

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/news/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children/
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/page/8/Policies
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/page/8/Policies
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NAIDOC Week – 3rd-10th July 2022 

National NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia in the first week of July 
each year (Sunday to Sunday), to celebrate and recognise the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC Week is an 
opportunity for all Australians to learn about First Nations cultures and histories and 
participate in celebrations of the oldest, continuous living cultures on earth.  
 
Each year, the NAIDOC Week theme is chosen to highlight matters of importance, create 
awareness and to recognise the achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. The NAIDOC Week theme for 2022 – Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! – encourages 
all of us to champion and drive institutional, structural, and collaborative change while 
also acknowledging and celebrating those who for generations have driven positive 
change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and communities. Students 
across the school will engage in NAIDOC discussions and activities this week. 

NCCD - Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) takes place every year in August. 
The NCCD is a collection that counts the number of school students receiving an adjustment or ‘help’ due to disability 
and the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the same basis as other students. Students are 
counted in the NCCD if they receive ongoing adjustments at school due to disability. This ‘help’ allows them to access 
education on the same basis as a child without disability. Please see the ‘Fact Sheet for Parents, Guardians and Carers’ 
attached to today’s newsletter for more information regarding the NCCD. 
 

Soup Tuesday  

Next Tuesday 19th July we will be holding ‘Soup Tuesday’. Thanks to Foodbank Victoria we have lots of butternut 
pumpkin soup so will be providing soup in the Art room at lunchtime for those who wish to come and collect a cup. A 
great way to keep warm during the colder days.  
 

School Beanies 

Towards the end of last term, all students in our school voted on a school beanie design, providing them the 
opportunity to use their voice and have a say in what they wear. We have ordered 100 beanies and are eagerly awaiting 
their arrival. Beanies will be $20. Those that returned an expression of interest will have first priority. We hope to have 
them available and keeping our heads warm in the very near future, stay tuned!  
 

Enrolments 

Enrolments are now being taken for 2023. We ask that families enrol siblings of current students by the 1st August to 
assist with our planning. If you have family/friends who are interested in sending their children to Birregurra Primary 
School, please share the enrolment information or have them contact Mrs Leigh in the office as soon as possible. 
 

Wishing everyone a wonderful first week back. Term Three is full of lots of learning opportunities so please take note 
of the ‘dates for the diary’. Please don’t hesitate to make contact if you have any questions or queries. We appreciate 
and value your feedback and input. 
 
Jess Kattwinkel & team  
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Dates for the Diary 

Monday 11th July  - First day of Term 3 

Friday 15th July  - Swimming Program commences 

Monday 18th July  - Assembly 2:45pm 

Friday 22nd July  - Swimming  

Monday 25th July  - Arts Performance – Junklandia @ Birregurra Hall  

Friday 29th July  - No Swimming  

- Grade 5/6 BioLab excursion  

Monday 1st August  - Assembly 2:45pm  

- School Council 6:30pm 

Friday 5th August  - Swimming 

- Trivia Night 7pm @ Birre Bowls Club  

Monday 8th August  - Curriculum Day – no school for students 

Tuesday 9th August  - Pinocchio Arts Performance @ school funded by RAV 

Friday 12th August  - Swimming  

- Assembly 2:45pm – note change of day  

Monday 13th – 21st August   - Science Week  

Monday 15th August  - Science Day activities  

Tuesday 16th– Thursday 

18th August  

- Grade 3-6 camp to Burnside Anglesea  

Friday 19th August  - Swimming  

 

 

.  
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We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday  

to the following students who are celebrating  

their birthday over the coming week! 

July 

 12th  Thomas McG 

 14th  Rueben F-P 

 15th  Harvey B 

 16th  Angus B 
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Learning  

Showcase 

2022 
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Birregurra Primary School 

www.theircare.com.au     Phone Head Office on 1300 072 410 
 
 

A very big welcome back to all of our school families. Hoping this term the weather is going to be kind to us so we can all get outside to 

play in the nice warm sunshine. 

This week we are focusing on NAIDOC activities and “What makes us safe”. The children will also be learning about the sun safe factors 

of the UV, Fire Danger readings, Safety at school and at Theircare, food safety BUT all in a fun and informative way. 

As we were not at school during NAIDOC week, the children will also celebrate our cultures through art and craft activities this week. 

We have already started on our indigenous jigsaw puzzles that we can play with once completed. 

Our service welcomes all families to attend Before and After School programs for many reasons- Parents need care whilst they work, 

some families can have that flexibility in the hours they choose to do now the service is here at the school. They may choose to start 

later or earlier or may have very full hours of work that stretches beyond the general school hours. Children can also attend to develop 

friendships, increase their social skills, or even meet up with their friends for a play date (you will not get the mess to clean up at home 

then 😊). 

At TheirCare, we offer healthy breakfasts and afternoon teas that are plentiful and cater to all children’s dietary requirements. 

Enrolling in the service is easy- all you need to do is go online and complete an enrolment or contact head office on the number above 

for assistance. Any child who has a medical plan for Asthma for example needs to provide a current plan annually and current medication 

to assist in the care of your child.  

TheirCare is very affordable, families will not pay the full rate of fees so long as they have been given a percentage from Centrelink. They 

will then only have to pay the GAP fee which in some cases only will only cover part of the food, making it super affordable. Some 

families may only pay $2.98 for Before School Care from the full cost of $19.00 and $3.90 for After School Care from the full cost of 

$26.00. We also offer Pupil Free days of a full day from 7am-6pm. The full cost is $65.00 but on average you may only pay $9.75. On 

Pupil free days the children will have Breakfast and Afternoon teas supplied. So, all you need to supply is morning tea and lunch. Please 

feel free to contact Alex on 0436 333 006 to have a chat on any further information required. 

Anybody is welcome to pop into the service to have a look with your child and get any information necessary for a smooth transition. 

 

 

  

http://www.theircare.com.au/
http://theircare-staff-uniforms.myshopify.com/

