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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 
We have made it to the final week of Term Three! This is an awesome achievement for all staff, 
students and families who have worked tirelessly throughout the term to ensure learning     
continues for our students whether that be learning from home or onsite here at school. Well 
done to you all!  

Although several school activities have had to be postponed or altered this term, we have   
managed to hold a virtual Prep Information Session; virtual Book Week celebrations; some 
swimming lessons and R U OK Day activities.  

Staff have also continued to be involved in professional learning activities and collaborative 
catch ups to ensure we stay informed and up to date with the latest educational initiatives. 

 

Welcome back Prep -2 

What a surprise it was to hear that our Prep, Grade One and Grade Two students were returning to onsite learning. There were 
many happy students bouncing through the gate on Friday morning, eager to catch up with their friends and teachers. It is 
wonderful to hear the sounds of children learning and playing in our school again.  

A friendly reminder that when dropping off and picking up, this needs to happen at the school gate. At this stage, parents must 
remain offsite unless they are visiting for essential purposes. Staff will continue to be at the gate to support students coming 
into school. The school bus has recommenced as per normal.   

 

Department Guidelines  

Please see a list of department guidelines for your reference: 

• In regional Victoria (excluding Greater Shepparton LGA) playgrounds remain open for school use. Community use can 
occur out of school hours only. 

• Use of school facilities by community and sport groups is not permitted  

• Face masks- As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the following advice applies to all school settings:  

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors and outdoors 
at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, unless a lawful exception 
applies.  

 It is recommended that children under 12 years of age and students at primary school wear face masks when at 
school, or when attending an OHSC program.  

 Staff must wear face masks while teaching wherever practicable, except where removal of a face mask is          
necessary for effective communication. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older when travelling to and from 
school on public transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles and recommended for primary school aged 
students. 

 all parents who enter school buildings when on school site. 

 



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

• The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is now mandatory in all schools to enable the        
effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases. QR code check ins are required to be used by: 

 all visitors on school site (including contractors, external Department staff and building and maintenance staff; 

 QR code check ins are not required to be used by: 
  staff, students, parents who come onto school grounds for drop off or pick up, but do not enter buildings.  

• Stay home when unwell  

 The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19, is to 
ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.  

 

School Council  
Last Monday day night we held our September School Council meeting via WebEx. Thanks once again to our school councillors 
for successfully embracing the technology. Reports presented and accepted include Principal report, Curriculum reports, Junior 
School Council and Buildings and Grounds report. The main items discussed include:  

• Day Two of School Review completed online, Day three scheduled for final week of this term online once again.  

• MACC position was advertised via Recruitment Online. Applications closed on 18th August; interviews conducted 
on 26th August. Successful applicant is Gabriele Uhlendorf. Gabby will commence beginning of Term 4. 

• Term Three parent/teacher conversations conducted in Week 8 – focus on remote learning and feedback 

• Capital works and maintenance updates. Lots of works planned for the holiday period including removal of trees, 
front car park upgrade and concreting upgrades.  

• Majority of prep enrolments have been returned – projected number of 20/21 for 2022 

• Professional learning staff activities outlined  

• Financial report received following our financial audit – rating of acceptable 
We also ratified finance reports for August. The Respect for School Staff, Personal Property, and Communication with school 
staff policies were presented to council for noting. 

  

R U Ok? Day 

Last Thursday we celebrated R U OK? Day with our community. Students were able to 
choose some activities to engage in from our R U Ok Day matrix as well as join in on our 
community Where’s Wally challenge. Fortunately, it was a beautiful sunny day and lots of 
our students were seen out and about in the community searching for Wally and the secret 
message. Well done to those that solved the message! Students also had the opportunity 
to wear their disco clothes and join our virtual whole school disco, which was lots of fun! 
Thanks to all who joined in to celebrate and learn about R U Ok? Day, which aims to inspire 
and empower everyone to meaningfully connect with the people around them.  

 

Final Review Day 
Today is our final school review day where the fieldwork findings will be shared with the 
panel and our new strategic plan goals and targets developed. I’d like to thank Mrs  
McDonald, Mr Fetherston, Kirsty Roberts, Jen Abel, Shaun Haberfield, Brendan Bush and Jill Jackson for supporting our school 
through the review process. It has been a very worthwhile experience in reflecting on our journey over the past four years and 
developing a plan for the future of our school.  

 

Thanks Mrs Betts 

Mrs Betts completes her placement at our school this Tuesday and I’d like to take the opportunity to thank her for her support 
with the Grade One students throughout the past four weeks. While it has been an interesting time to do a school placement 
in and out of remote learning, Mrs Betts has gained valuable experience during her time at Birregurra PS and we wish her all 
the best for her future teaching career.  

Victorian High Ability Program  

The Victorian High-Ability program provides high-ability students in Years 5 to 8 at government schools across our state the 
opportunity to participate in 10-week online extension and enrichment programs, in English and mathematics. 

The virtual program, delivered by Virtual School Victoria, focuses on extending and developing students' Mathematic and     
English abilities. The Department centrally manages the selection process for the program based on student academic          
performance.  



Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on 

5236 2222. 

I am pleased to announce that Rubi Gent has been selected to be part of the English program in Term 4 his year. This is a    
wonderful opportunity for Rubi to further extend her abilities across the English program. Congratulations Rubi on your       
selection.  

Footy Colours Day this Wednesday  

This Wednesday we are celebrating Footy Colours Day. Students and staff are invited to dress up in their footy gear, and when 
we say footy, we mean AFL, Junior footy teams, soccer as well as basketball, netball, baseball, or just get colourful! Please note 
this will be in lieu of a casual dress day on Friday. In exciting news, I am pleased to announce that we will also have a special 
guest appearance (virtually) by Lewis Melican who plays for the Sydney Swans. For our 3-6 students, keep an eye out on      
SeeSaw for more information about how to join the session with Lewie! A matrix of activities relating to Footy Colours Day will 
also be provided for our students to engage in!  

 

End of Term  

This Friday is the final day of Term Three, one of the most challenging any of us have encountered. As we head towards        
celebrating the end of term and all that has been achieved, I would like to acknowledge the difficulties encountered by        
students, parents and staff. It has not been an easy term for anybody, and your support of your children and our school has 
been most appreciated. We will conclude the term on Friday September 17th at 2.15pm—All students are expected to be in 
full school uniform on Friday.  

 

Wishing everyone a fabulous week and a wonderful school holiday period. Any further information regarding a return to onsite 
schooling for our 3-6 students will be communicated vis XUNO and Skoolbag.  

 

Jess Kattwinkel & team  

 

 

Dates for the calendar... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday  13th September Day 3—School Review 

Wednesday 15th September Footy Colours Day 

Friday 17th September 
Assembly 9.00am, live via Webex 

Last Day of Term 3, 2.15pm finish 

Monday 4th October Term 4 Commences 



 

We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday to the following students 

who are celebrating their birthday   

during the coming week and over the  

school holidays... 

 

September 

16th   Sebi A 

22nd   Miller L 

October 

  3rd   Sam G 

  

Capturing some  

memories 

on Friday with the  

Grade 1 & Grade 2  

students! 





 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did you go with last week’s riddle… 

did you guess—A COIN ? 

 

Okay…Riddle me this… 

I have a bottom at my top 

What am I?  

 

Footy Day is 
here… 

Can you kick a goal 
through the maze ? 

RESILIENCE:  is all about developing a degree of 

flexibility and acceptance when it comes to life events.  

It’s not so much about what happens to you at the time 

of the event but how you respond or bounce back     

afterward. 

 

The Big Little Book of Resilience by Matthew Johnstone. 

 

As I contemplate the meaning of resilience, I am very 

mindful of our current situation…in and out of lockdown; 

one foot in, one foot out of remote learning; emotions 

up, emotions down… I feel like I’m on a trampoline with 

all this bouncing about.  It seems building resilience can 

be hard going! 

This week on my walk I couldn’t help 
but notice the frogs singing together 
at Lake Colac.  Have you noticed 
them too?  Have you spotted any 
tadpoles about? The challenge this 
week is to see if you can spot a frog 
or some tadpoles, and don’t forget 
to take a photo and send it in…This 
little guy was hanging out at the  
gardens near the lake. 



Birregurra Primary School 

Term 4—2021 Uniform Order 

Student Name: _____________________  Class: __________________ 

Parent Name: __________________ _____ Contact Number: _________________

______________ 

 

Payment to be made at time of order via cash, direct deposit or BPay. 

Direct Deposit details – BSB: 063 510 ACC: 1002 1678 Birregurra Primary School Council 

If you would like to pay via BPay, please contact Mrs. Leigh in the office. 

Item Sizes Available Price Size Qty Total 

Short Sleeve Polo 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$23.00 

$25.00 

      

Long Sleeve Polo 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$25.00 

$27.00 

      

Hoodie 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$40.00 

$45.00 

      

Windcheater 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Bomber Jacket 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$37.00 

$40.00 

      

Rugby Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Microfibre Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Cargo Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$26.00 

$29.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants with zip 
pockets 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Wide Brim Hat S, M, L, XL $12.00 
      

  

Bucket Hat S, M, L, XL $9.00 
      

  

School Bag   $40.00 
      

  

TOTAL 
  
  



 

 

 

  Expression Of Interest due 17 September 

 Proposed Program to run subject to changing COVID restrictions  
     (current State restrictions only allow regional participants).  
   
  NIPPERS DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 

                 2020/2021 season 

U8-U14.  

Nipper Squad is an extension of the 8 day summer Nippers intensive  EOI closes 17Sep.  

Age groups are by how old child is on 30 Sept 2021.  Min age 7. 

Squad Sessions FRIDAY 4.30pm and Sunday 10am Lorne SLSC 

 

10 week program in Term 4 prior to Christmas, Six week program in Term1 

Multiple midweek and weekend sessions over January.   

Junior Carnival season culminating in State Titles in March in LORNE. 

 

Participants must be members of Lorne Surf Club.  

 

Nippers Development Squad : Fun sessions for those wanting to improve their skills in swimming, board paddling and run-
ning.  Nippers u8-u13 welcome to join Lorne competition team. 

 

Club boards are available for use at all training sessions. 

 

We need to know definite numbers each week in order to provide water safety so everybody must join our communication 
platform and rsvp for sessions . 

Communication is through TeamApp, please download TeamApp and request to join “Lorne Nippers Development Squad”.   

 

Help is welcome.  Each child must have a nominated adult present on beach during sessions. 

 

Please register EOI by 17th September to email below.   Include past nipper squad experience and what roles you would be 
happy to help with this season. 

 

contact Kirilee Wilson nippers_competition@lornesurfclub.com.au 

 

mailto:nippers_competition@lornesurfclub.com.au

