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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome to Week 6. It is hard to believe we are halfway through Term Two. 
The weather has been kind to us allowing the students to enjoy lovely play 
times out in the sunshine.  

Last week was a big week at Birregurra Primary School, with our Education 
Week celebrations. On Monday we 
were fortunate to have the MIXX FM 
crew broadcast the ‘old skool lunch’ 
live from our school. Huge thanks to 
Mr King, Miss Erskine and our school 
captains Georgia and Miller for 
sharing their insights into our 
wonderful school live on radio. What 
a fantastic experience it was! Jimmy 
and Lippy then visited our classrooms 
to engage the students in a game of 
‘Family Feud’. Five of our students 
were lucky enough to win Colac 
cinema vouchers. Big thanks to the MIXX FM team for the positive way they engaged with all 
our students – certainly a highlight of the week!  

Monday also saw our staff and students embrace a ‘splash of the past’. We had students and 
staff with braids, old style clothing, wooden pencil cases, photos, books and games. A 
wonderful learning opportunity to acknowledge the past, compare to the present and look to 
the future.  

On Tuesday, it was wonderful to have prospective families through the school as part of our              
Prep Enrolment Information Session. I felt very privileged to accompany our school captains 
and parents around the school, sharing all the exceptional experiences BPS has to offer. I 
would also like to thank our current prep teacher Alison McDonald for engaging prospective 
parents in a very insightful information and Q & A session. Please encourage prospective 
families to contact the school and book a school tour if they have not yet had the opportunity 
to do so. 

Wednesday was National Simultaneous Storytime. Big thanks to our Grade Six students for 
leading this event and actively engaging our students in the book ‘Family Tree’ written by Josh 
Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh. A wonderful display of leadership and fantastic way to 
promote a love of reading and literature. 
 
 

         

 

 

 

 Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 

‘Living & Learning Together’ 

 Term 2, Week 6 – 30th May 2022 

Birregurra Primary School is 

committed to the safety 

and wellbeing of all 

children and young people. 

This will be the primary 

focus of our care and 

decision-making. Birregurra 

Primary School is 

committed to providing a 

child safe environment 

where children and young 

people are safe and feel 

safe, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 

affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the 

cultural safety of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait islander 

children, children from 

culturally and/or 

linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with 

disability and vulnerable 

children. 

Birregurra Primary School 

has zero tolerance for any 

form of child abuse. 

Our Vision: To be an 

outstanding rural school 

where care, curiosity, 

innovation and progressive 

practices ensure students 

thrive in an ever-changing 

world. 

Reminder 

Please email the 

school TODAY if 

you would like to 

order a beanie. 
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Greater Western Region Cross Country 
Today five of our students are participating in the Greater Western Region Cross Country in Warrnambool. A huge 
congratulations to Savannah, Vivienne, Samson, Kyra and Felicity for making it through to this level, a wonderful 
achievement in which these students should feel very proud. On behalf of the school community, we wish you all the 
very best! Go Birre!!! 

State-wide Principal Conference 

For the next two days I will be attending the Education State Principal Conference in Melbourne. The theme of this 

year’s Conference is: Stronger Together: Every Student, Every School. Principals will learn from and be inspired by some 

of the world’s most renowned educators and leading practitioners; focus on the issues most relevant to today’s 

principals, stimulating new thinking and inspiring action; and network and connect with likeminded professionals. I am 

very much looking forward to this opportunity and sharing my learning with our team. Please note, I will be contactable 

via email on these days Jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au or alternatively please contact your child’s classroom 

teacher or the office with any questions or concerns.  

 

National Reconciliation Week 2022  
This week we acknowledge National Reconciliation Week 

where all students in our school will engage in activities relating 

to Reconciliation Week to develop their understanding of our 

rich history and culture.  
National Reconciliation Week runs annually from 27th May until 

the 3rd June.  These dates signify two significant milestones in 

Australia’s reconciliation journey, the anniversaries of the 

successful 1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo 

decision.  It is a time for us to learn about our shared histories, 

cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can 

contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.  The theme for this year’s reconciliation week is, ‘Be Brave. Make 

Change.’ I encourage you to take brave action in support of reconciliation, not just during this week, but every week of 

the year. There are so many actions we can be brave in to support reconciliation including learning more about our 

local history, attending a community event, or calling out racist behaviour.  By being brave, we can help our community 

to have respectful relationships that honour and celebrate Aboriginal Australians, the oldest living culture on earth.  

Tennis with Alex 
This term we are fortunate to have received a Sporting Schools grant, supporting our 
students to actively engage with the sport of tennis. Alex, a local Surfcoast tennis 
coach is teaching our 3-6 students each Wednesday for 4 consecutive weeks. Alex has 
had two sessions so far with our students, engaging them in a range of tennis related 
games and activities as well as teaching them the basics of tennis. Our students have 
loved this opportunity, continuing to practice their skills during recess and lunch 
times on Wednesdays.  

mailto:Jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au
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Lightning Premiership  
This Friday 3rd of June, some of our grade 4, 5 & 6 students will participate in the Colac Division Lightning Premiership.  
This provides the opportunity for our students to compete against other schools in football and netball. Parents are 

welcome to attend. Thanks to Olivia Roberts for volunteering to umpire netball on behalf of our school and to Mr King, 

Ms Bree, Miss Erskine & Ms Hannah for supporting our football and netball teams. A special thanks to Kirsty Roberts 

for organising netball dresses for our netball players, its greatly appreciated! Good luck to all competing, I am confident 

you will represent our school well! 

Parent/Teacher Conversations / Learning Showcase  

Parent /Teacher conversations for Term Two will be held on Wednesday 8th June between 1:00pm-6:00pm. Bookings 

for Parent/Teacher conversations can be made via Xuno. Parent/Teacher conversations will be for 10 minutes, and 

teachers will phone parents at the nominated time. Face to face conversations are available upon request. If the 

nominated times do not suit, please contact your child’s teacher to arrange an alternative time.  

In addition to Parent / Teacher Conversations we are also holding a ‘Learning Showcase’ on Wednesday 22nd June. 

This will occur between 3:15 – 5:30pm. This showcase will be student led and facilitated by the teachers. This is an 

opportunity for families to come into the classroom and engage in conversations with your child/ren about learning 

tasks they have completed this semester and how the classroom operates. You are welcome to come in anytime during 

the two-hour period and stay for as little or long as you like. Please mark these dates in your diary and we look forward 

to discussing your child’s progress with you.  

Pupil Free Day – June 10th 

Our school will be holding a Pupil Free Day on Friday June 10th to allow staff to engage in a common Professional 

Practice Day. We are now fortunate to be able to offer care for students on Pupil Free Days from 7.00am to 6.00pm 

through our Outside School Hours Care provider TheirCare. Bookings for Pupil Free Days are available through fully 

booked. https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register 

Flu/Covid measures  

The colder months are upon us with many community members already being impacted by colds, the flu and Covid. 

To help protect our school and the wider community, we ask that unwell students stay home, given the impacts of flu 

and colds on our school community.    

To help reduce the spread of flu, colds and COVID-19, students are being encouraged to;  

• wash and sanitise their hands regularly 

• avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

• cover their nose and mouth when they cough or sneeze 

• get tested for COVID-19 if they feel unwell and follow the current Department of Health isolation requirements 

if a positive result is shown 

• if unwell, stay at home until their symptoms pass.  

Face masks are available in all schools and can be worn by any staff or students who wish to do so, including those who 

are medically at risk.  

Vaccination remains the best protection against both COVID-19 and flu, and we encourage you to get your child 

vaccinated. Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19 

vaccinations.  

If your child does become sick while at school, please also ensure that we have correct emergency contact details for 
yourself. This is so we can get hold of you as quickly as possible. I am aware that this is a challenging situation and we 
thank you for your understanding and support at this time.   

Have a wonderful week!  

Jess Kattwinkel & team 😊  

https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases


 

Integrity Commitment  Respect  Responsibility  Tolerance  Teamwork   

 

Dates for the Diary 

Monday 30th May - Greater Western Region Cross Country Warrnambool 

Friday 3rd June  - Football & Netball Lightning Premiership (seniors) 

Monday 6th June  
- Assembly 2:45pm 

- School Council Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 8th June - Parent/Teacher Conversations 1:00-6:00pm 

Thursday 9th June - Attitudes to School Survey (Gr 4-6 Students) 

Friday 10th June 
- Staff Professional Practice Day – No students attend  

- (Care available through TheirCare) 

Monday 13th June  - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No students attend  

Wednesday 15th June- 

Friday 17th June  

- 5/6 Camp to Sunnystones  

Monday 20th June  - Semester One Reports sent home 

Wednesday 22nd June  - Learning Showcase 3:15-5:30pm  

Thursday 23rd June  - Prep Health Assessments  

Friday 24th June  - Final Day of Term 2 – 2:15pm dismissal  

 

.  
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Birregurra Primary School 
                                   www.theircare.com.au     Phone Head Office on 1300 072 410 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder to all families that we have a Pupil Free Day approaching on Friday June 10th. The service will be open from 7am 

till 6pm. 

Children will need to bring their morning tea and lunch. From my experience, the children can get very hungry during the day so 

please ensure their lunch and morning tea are plentiful. We will provide Breakfast and Afternoon Tea.  

The children will do a variety of activities both indoors and outdoors (weather permitting) 

Our service is not only for working families but also for children that might like to have Play Dates with their friends and what a 

better place to do this than at Birregurra PS TheirCare. And guess what- No Mess at home!!! 

Any families wishing to enrol their children can do so by going onto www.theircare.com.au and click on ‘Book Now’ in the top 

right hand corner to register your child’s details. If at any time you need support please contact TheirCare on 1300 072 410 during 

office hours. 

 

This is supported by Centrelink with families only having to pay a Gap fee based on their Child Care Subsidy. With a full rate of 

$65.00 on average, some families will only pay $9.75 per day on Pupil Free Days. Also with Before School Care, Full rate is $19.00 

on average some families pay $2.98. After School Care- $26.00 on average some families paying only $3.90 per session. 

They receive a healthy breakfast and afternoon tea and by looking at these figures, the cost doesn’t cover the food.  

Families have control of booking their child in online or on the app of “Fully Booked”. They can even book throughout the entire 

year and choose the days they need. They will be able to see availability on any day they require.  

 

http://www.theircare.com.au/
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