
 

         58 Beal Street, Birregurra 3242                 Phone 03 5236 2222                 birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome to Week 5 and Education Week. Now in its 78th year, Education Week celebrates 

the strengths and achievements of Victoria's government education sector. This year's theme 

is 150 Years of Public Education, to coincide with this milestone anniversary for Victoria. 

 

Education Week 2022 is an opportunity for 
all government education services to 
commemorate the past, celebrate the 
present and imagine the future of 
education in Victoria. Our school has been 
part of Victoria’s education story for an 
amazing 158 years! In this time, we have 
shared many wonderful moments and 
significant milestones with our school 
community. Today our school community 
members are invited to bring along a splash  
of the past - a game from the ‘olden days’, an old toy, an old family photo or wearing an olden 
day hairstyle (braids or rags). 
 

        In exciting news, to celebrate and acknowledge Education Week, our 
school is hosting local radio station MIXX FM today. The MIXX FM ‘Old 

Skool Lunch’ team will be broadcasting live from Birregurra Primary School 
from 12:00-1:00pm. Tune in to hear some of our students and staff live on 
radio, sharing all about what makes Birregurra PS a wonderful place to ‘live and 
learn together’.  

2023 Prep Enrolment Information Session 

Our 2023 Prep Enrolment Morning is this Tuesday 24th of May between 10.00am and 

11.00am. There will be an opportunity to tour the school with our school captains and myself, 

followed by an informal question and answer session with our current prep teacher, Mrs Alison 

McDonald. If you know of any new families in the area who are considering enrolling their child 

at our school, please encourage them to attend our session on Tuesday or contact the school 

for more information on 52362222. 

 

 

 Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 

‘Living & Learning Together’ 

 Term 2, Week 5 – 23rd May 2022 

Birregurra Primary School is 

committed to the safety 

and wellbeing of all 

children and young people. 

This will be the primary 

focus of our care and 

decision-making. Birregurra 

Primary School is 

committed to providing a 

child safe environment 

where children and young 

people are safe and feel 

safe, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 

affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the 

cultural safety of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait islander 

children, children from 

culturally and/or 

linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with 

disability and vulnerable 

children. 

Birregurra Primary School 

has zero tolerance for any 

form of child abuse. 

Our Vision: To be an 

outstanding rural school 

where care, curiosity, 

innovation and progressive 

practices ensure students 

thrive in an ever-changing 

world. 

Reminder 

 

Prep Enrolment 

Information Session 

this Tuesday 24th 

May at 10am 

Photo: North side of Birregurra School taken 

shortly before demolition – approx. 1949. 
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National Simultaneous Story time  
This Wednesday 25th May @ 11:00am, students 
at Birregurra PS will be participating in National 
Simultaneous Story time (NSS). Led by our 
Grade 6 students, this year’s book is ‘Family 
tree’ written by Josh Pyke and beautifully 
illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh.  
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held 
annually by the Australian Library and 
Information Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and 
many other places around the country. Now in its 22nd successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to 
promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, 
and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6. 

Congratulations 
On behalf of the school community, I would like to extend a big congratulations to Mr 
Burrell and his wife Rhi on the safe arrival of their baby boy ‘Hugh Burrell’. Hugh was born 
last Monday afternoon. Miss Nicole Parker is replacing Mr Burrell in 5/6 while he enjoys 
this special time with family.  

Colac District Cross Country 
Last Friday 20th of May, a number of our students headed to Colac to participate in the Colac District Cross Country. 

This follows fantastic efforts by these students at both our school and Polwarth Cross Country events. I was fortunate 

to attend and would like to offer a huge congratulations to all our representatives for completing the run to the best 

of their ability.  

National Walk to School 

Thanks to the students and families that joined staff on Friday morning to participate in ‘National Walk to School’ day. 
National walk to School Day encourages all primary school children, their parents and carers to walk safely and regularly 

to school. The event seeks to promote road safety, health and the 
environment. It was a great way to start our Friday.  

Parent/Teacher Conversations / Learning Showcase 
Parent /Teacher conversations for Term Two will be held on Wednesday 8th June between 1:00pm-6:00pm. Bookings 
for Parent/Teacher conversations can be made via Xuno. Detailed instructions on how to do this are attached to today’s 
newsletter. If you have any difficulties with booking a time, please reach out and we can support you to do this.  

Parent/Teacher conversations will be for 10 minutes, and teachers will phone parents at the nominated time. Face to 
face conversations are available upon request. If the nominated times do not suit, please contact your child’s teacher 
to arrange an alternative time.  

In addition to Parent / Teacher Conversations we are also holding a ‘Learning Showcase’ on Wednesday 22nd June. This 

will occur between 3:15 – 5:30pm. This showcase will be student led and facilitated by the teachers. This is an 
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opportunity for families to come into the classroom and engage in conversations with your child/ren about learning 

tasks they have completed this semester and how the classroom operates.  You are welcome to come in anytime during 

the two-hour period and stay for as little or long as you like.  

These opportunities are part of our school’s commitment to communication and sharing our learning with the 
community. We look forward to connecting with you on the 8th and 22nd of June.  

Cold Weather  
As much as possible, we endeavour to give students the chance to head outside at recess and lunch breaks. The 

importance of them playing and running around is paramount to their ability to concentrate in the classroom. As the 

weather has cooled off significantly, can parents please make sure that students are dressed in clothing that allows 

them to play outside on those extra chilly and wet days! 

Seat belts save lives! 

Seat belts are important in preventing deaths and serious injuries in a crash and should be worn by all people 

travelling in vehicles. Below is a summary of the key road rules for wearing seat belts and child restraints from the Vic 

Roads website.  

Everyone travelling in a motor vehicle must be wearing a child restraint, booster seat or seat belt that is properly 

adjusted and fastened. 

The type of restraint to use depends on the person’s age and size: 

Children from birth to 4 years must travel in either a rear facing or forward-facing child restraint. The type will 

depend on their age and size.  

Children aged 4 years to under 7 years must travel in either a forward-facing child restraint with an inbuilt harness, or 

a booster seat. 

Children aged 7 years to under 16 years must travel in either a booster seat or a seat belt. 

People 16 years and over must travel in an adult seat belt. 

Drivers are responsible for making sure that: 

• all passengers are wearing seat belts or child restraints correctly  

• there is only one person in each seating position and seat belt. 

Pupil Free Days 

Birregurra Primary School is now fortunate to be able to offer care for students on Pupil Free Days from 7.00am to 

6.00pm  through our Outside School Hours Care provider TheirCare. Bookings for Pupil Free Days are available through 

fully booked. https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register 

 

Reminders 

• Supervision of students is from 8:40am, please ensure students do not arrive at school before this time- except 

for Tuesdays when Breakfast club is available! Alternatively, you can book your child into Before School Care 

through TheirCare. 

• Please ensure students are wearing approved school uniform as per our Student Dress Code policy. Please visit 

our school website to view the policy Birregurra Primary School Student Dress Code. 

 

Have a wonderful week everyone and please do not hesitate to make contact if you have any queries, ideas or concerns. 
 
Jess Kattwinkel & team  
 

 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/vehicle-safety/child-restraints/children-from-birth-to-4-years
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/vehicle-safety/child-restraints/children-aged-between-4-to-7-years
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/vehicle-safety/child-restraints/children-aged-between-7-to-16-years
https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code__2021.pdf
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Dates for the Diary 

Monday 22nd – Friday 

28th May  

- Education Week 2022 – ‘150 Years of Public Education’ 

Monday 23rd May - ‘A splash of the Past’ – Bring along something from the 

past 

- MIXX FM broadcasting live from Birre PS 11:00-12:00 

- Assembly 2.45pm 

Tuesday 24th May  - 2023 Prep Enrolment Information Session 10:00am  

Wednesday 25th May  - National Simultaneous Storytime @ 11.00am 

Friday 27th May  - Emergency Drill  

Friday 3rd June  - Football & Netball Lightning Premiership (seniors) 

Monday 6th June  - Assembly 2:45pm 

- School Council Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 8th June - Parent/Teacher Conversations 1:00-6:00pm 

Friday 10th June - Staff Professional Practice Day – No students attend  

- (Care available through TheirCare) 

Monday 13th June  - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No students attend  

Wednesday 15th June- 

Friday 17th June  

- 5/6 Camp to Sunnystones  

Monday 20th June  - Semester One Reports sent home 

Wednesday 22nd June  - Learning Showcase 3:15-5:30pm  

Thursday 23rd June  - Prep Health Assessments  

Friday 24th June  - Final Day of Term 2 – 2:15pm dismissal  

 

.  
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Students of the Week 

Prep 

Stella L 
For making wonderful connections between our ‘Big Books’ and the 
texts we share in reading groups. Go Stella, your reading is fab, fab, fab! 

Tessa McD 
Tessa you are a learning ‘Star’! Well done on challenging yourself to 
create more complex addition problems in maths. 

1/2K 

Jaxson D 
For your strong commitment to reading at home. Awesome effort 
Jaxson! 

Augie C 
For your amazing computation skills when adding numbers to 100. 

Daphne G 
For your amazing big write on bravery. 

1/2L 

James G 
For your incredible problem solving during our ‘build to 10’ numeracy 
sessions. You presented your working out neatly and were able to 
support your peers. Well done James! 

Kate McD 
For your sensational effort to identify and include paragraphs in your 
‘squish or save’ persuasive writing. Well done Kate! 

Flynn L 
For your outstanding ‘shark’ shape poem you created! You worked hard 
to create an entertaining and informative poem. Well done Flynn! 

3/4 

Vivienne G 
For your creativity during our poetry writing sessions. Your poems are 
full of wonderful ideas and vocabulary. 

Parker L 
For your terrific learning growth during our addition unit. You applied 
your knowledge of strategies to solve challenging number sentences. 

5/6 

Kyra G 
For your amazing persistence when ordering a mixed up limerick. You 
don’t give up and you keep trying. Well done, Kyra. 

Tyrell G 
For your active participation during whole class discussions. You are 
always prepared to share your thoughts. Well done, Tyrell. 

Art 

Rueben F 
For using a unique and eye catching combination of patterns, colours 
and symbols when creating his aboriginal dot and symbol painting. 

Leewana G 
For her beautiful use of colour and attention to detail when creating her 
aboriginal dot and symbol painting. 

 

 

Principal’s Award 

Rubi Gent 

For demonstrating responsibility and positive role modelling for 

our junior students. Your patience & care is very much 

appreciated. 
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Colac Division Cross Country – Friday 20th May 
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