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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome to Week Two! I hope everyone enjoyed the weekend. We have 

started Term 2 smoothly with a positive transition from holidays back to 

school for our students and staff. I have loved hearing about many holiday 

experiences from the students and it has also been so uplifting to see how 

happy they are to be back at school. 

Covid continues to impact our school community and I appreciate your 

continued support as we navigate the challenges that Covid presents. Our latest RAT tests were 

distributed to students on Friday and I encourage families to participate in the surveillance testing twice 

weekly.  

ANZAC Day Service  

A massive congratulations to our Grade 6 students for running last week’s ANZAC Day service. Our 

students spoke extremely well and demonstrated great respect for ANZAC Day and its significance. I 

was also very proud of all of our students for being such a respectful audience. Special thanks to Leanne 

Fitzpatrick for donating the wreath for our captains to lay. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 

‘Living & Learning Together’ 

 Term 2, Week 2 – 2nd May 2022 

Birregurra Primary School is 

committed to the safety 

and wellbeing of all 

children and young people. 

This will be the primary 

focus of our care and 

decision-making. Birregurra 

Primary School is 

committed to providing a 

child safe environment 

where children and young 

people are safe and feel 

safe, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 

affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the 

cultural safety of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait islander 

children, children from 

culturally and/or 

linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with 

disability and vulnerable 

children. 

Birregurra Primary School 

has zero tolerance for any 

form of child abuse. 

Scholastic Book Club 

orders due back to 

school 

Thursday 12th May 

Reminder 

Our Vision: To be an 

outstanding rural school 

where care, curiosity, 

innovation and progressive 

practices ensure students 

thrive in an ever-changing 

world. 
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Grade 3/4 Camp  

Our Grade 3/4 students are off to camp at Sovereign Hill today. Given that this is the first camp in a couple of years, this is a very 

exciting and no doubt somewhat anxious time for some students. Staff have planned lots of fun and engaging activities and I’m 

confident this group will enjoy a happy and safe time away. I would like to thank the staff going to camp for their commitment and 

time away from their families. I will be attending camp along with Miss Erskine and Ms Jody. I look forward to sharing our camp 

highlights with the school community next week.  

Polwarth Cross Country  

This Friday 6th May, selected students will attend the Polwarth Cross Country at Deans 

Marsh. Students will be accompanied by Mr Burrell, Miss Erskine and Ms Jody and will 

travel by bus. I wish our students the best of luck for the day and am confident they will 

demonstrate our school values! 

Mother’s Day Pampering & Biggest Morning Tea 

Next Monday 9th May, to acknowledge our mothers and other special people in our students lives, we are once again holding a 

Mother’s Day Pampering session followed by the Biggest Morning Tea. Loved ones are invited to attend school from 10:00am to 

be pampered by their child/ren at ‘The Birregurra Salon’. Students are asked to bring along hairbrushes and nail polish to pamper 

their loved ones. The pampering session will then be followed by our Biggest Morning tea fundraiser from 11:00am raising money 

for the Cancer Council.  

Outside School Hours Care  

Our Outside School Hours Care service through TheirCare will commence next 

Monday 9th May. I encourage all families to register for this service even if 

you don’t plan on using it regularly. Permanent and casual booking are 

available for both before and after school care. Please see below links for 

registration:  

• How to Register Information: https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/  

• Registration Page: https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register 

NAPLAN 2022 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students are held in May each year. 

In 2022, the NAPLAN Online test window is between Tuesday 10 May and Friday 20 May. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge 

and skills in writing, reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The results of the tests 

provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals and can be used to improve student achievement. 

NAPLAN Online delivers numerous benefits including: 

•    a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise understanding of student 

achievement; 

•    innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 

•    the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests at times that suit 

them best and increasing student participation. 

 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online tests. Catch up tests will be available for individual students who 

are absent on test days up to and including Friday 20 May 2022. 

 

While it is anticipated that NAPLAN Online will be successfully implemented in 2022, there are a range of contingencies in place 

to deal with the unlikely occurrence of significant issues. These contingencies include extended testing windows and the printing 

of paper-based tests for all participating schools. 

 

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s particular skills in 

reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The report will also show how your 

child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students 

across Australia. 

https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/
https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register
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I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests will be valuable in 

helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 

For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at 

www.nap.edu.au 

Importance of Reading  

An important part of the literacy success of your child is to be supported at home and this can be done 

through weekly home reading. Reading aloud to your child or with your child can be one of your best 

parenting experiences! We hope that you and your child create many loving memories as you explore 

children's books together over the coming terms. The reading patterns you establish at home directly 

influence your child’s ability to do well in school. The best way for your children to grow as readers is 

for them to read daily. At Birregurra Primary School, we are very proud of the progress that our 

children make with their literacy learning. With the support that we as teachers give in the classroom, 

and the support that you provide at home, each child progresses at their own rate, and we celebrate 

each achievement that is made. 

 

Uniform Order 

We will be placing a uniform order again this term. Attached to this newsletter is an order form, please complete and return to the 

school office by Friday 20th May with full payment. 

Reminders 

• Regular and punctual school attendance is extremely important for your child to reach their full potential. If 

your child must be away from school, please notify the office as soon as possible via Xuno or phone. 

• Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, and watches, are the only acceptable jewellery. Students wearing 

dangly earrings, necklaces and/or bracelets will be asked to take them off and put them in their bags. 

• We request that children do NOT bring toys from home to school unless for a specific person, for example 

show and tell or to assist concentration within the classroom. 

Thanks to the whole school community for your ongoing support. We strongly value the home/school partnership and encourage 
you to contact us should you have any concerns or queries.  

Have a wonderful week! 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectful Relationships  

Prep 

We read the beautiful 

story ‘One’ 

by Kathryn Otoshi. 

We then made a special 

paper bag puppet as we 

explored being brave 

when we sometimes 

have to stand up for 

ourselves and others. 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/
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Dates for the Diary 

Monday 2nd May — 

Tuesday 3rd May 
- Grade 3/4 Camp to Sovereign Hill 

Friday 6th May - Polwarth Cross Country @ Deans Marsh –  

selected 3-6 students 

Monday 9th May - Mother’s Day Pampering Day & Biggest Morning Tea  

- Assembly 2.45pm 

- School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Tuesday 10th May  - NAPLAN Writing (Years 3 & 5) 

Wednesday 11th May  - NAPLAN Reading (Years 3 & 5)  

Thursday 12th May  - NAPLAN Conventions of Language (Years 3 & 5) 

Friday 13th May  - NAPLAN Numeracy (Years 3 & 5) 

Friday 20th May  - Colac Division Cross Country – selected students  

Monday 23rd May - Assembly 2.45pm 

Monday 6th June - Assembly 2.45pm 

- School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Monday 13th June - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing the following students  

a very Happy Birthday  

this week… 

May 

 3rd   James G 

 4th  Michael H 
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To donate online – please visit 

https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/BirregurrasBiggestmorningTea/biggest-morning-tea-

vic  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biggestmorningtea.com.au%2Ffundraisers%2FBirregurrasBiggestmorningTea%2Fbiggest-morning-tea-vic&data=05%7C01%7CKate.Leigh%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cacefa871ee684dc0859b08da28050fa7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866299439895897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Aw6qZAV%2F%2FSbFFa5o6BDlCSKZQws9ArKQ4Hfm7b0AMv0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biggestmorningtea.com.au%2Ffundraisers%2FBirregurrasBiggestmorningTea%2Fbiggest-morning-tea-vic&data=05%7C01%7CKate.Leigh%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cacefa871ee684dc0859b08da28050fa7%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637866299439895897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Aw6qZAV%2F%2FSbFFa5o6BDlCSKZQws9ArKQ4Hfm7b0AMv0%3D&reserved=0
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Sue Bath, Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi All, hope you are all feeling rested and enthusiastic 

as we enter Term 2 for lots of learning, adventure and fun! 
 

Resilience Rights & 

Respectful 

Relationships… 
We have begun this term with 

the challenge of learning how 

to cope in a way that is positive 

for our wellbeing. 

Year 5 and 6 are looking at the 

concept of self-talk, both 

positive and negative.  This will 

follow with the discovery of 

some positive coping strategies 

and then the development of 

our own personal coping 

profiles. 

Meanwhile, Year 3 and 4 will be 

exploring our differences; 

understanding strong emotions 

with particular emphasis on 

anger; and the art of making 

an apology.  

Finally, our Preps to Twos are 

taking a closer look at some of 

the more challenging emotions 

that were mentioned in Term 

One during our sessions on 

emotional literacy. They are 

looking at different ways they 

can cheer themselves up or 

calm themselves down. 

If you have any questions 

relating to our RRRR program 

please feel welcome to call me 

or drop in to the school for a 

chat… 
NOTE:  at school every Friday and  

alternate Tuesdays. 
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May 9th, 2022. 


