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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome back to Term 2. I hope everyone enjoyed some rest 

relaxation and family time over the Easter and holiday break 

and are fit and firing ready for a productive term. Despite not 

the ideal start to the holidays with my eldest son breaking his 

arm in his first footy match of the year, I did enjoy some 

quality family time at home on our farm.  

We are all hopeful and optimistic for a settled Term 2 and looking forward to the many learning 
opportunities on offer this term for our students. Please make sure to check out the ‘Dates for 
the Diary’ to keep up to date with important events.  

Covid Safe Practices  

The Department of Education has announced that surveillance testing for COVID-19 will 

continue for the first 4 weeks of Term 2. Tests will be distributed to students as soon as they 

arrive at our school. This will support families to test twice weekly. It is recommended that 

students test on Sunday night / Monday morning & Wednesday night / Thursday morning. 

Please note that children who have tested positive to COVID in recent weeks are not required 

to test under the Department of Health Guidelines; testing for these students resumes 12 

weeks after the end of their isolation period.  

The Department has also announced that face masks, while recommended, are not required 

in any school setting. This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools 

are no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear 

a mask may do so.    

Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They 

may return to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 

7-day period. They are required to notify the school that they are a household contact. 

Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face masks 

when indoors at school unless they have a valid exemption. If a student household contact 

returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days. 

Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show 

evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine.  

Anzac Day Service  

Each year, our students and community members take the time to 

remember the many people who have given their lives to protect our 

country and our way of life. Today our school will acknowledge Anzac 

Day with a service onsite at 10:30am run by our Grade 6 students. 

We welcome families and community members to attend.  
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Birregurra Primary School is 

committed to the safety 

and wellbeing of all 

children and young people. 

This will be the primary 

focus of our care and 

decision-making. Birregurra 

Primary School is 

committed to providing a 

child safe environment 

where children and young 

people are safe and feel 

safe, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 

affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the 

cultural safety of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait islander 

children, children from 

culturally and/or 

linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with 

disability and vulnerable 

children. 

Birregurra Primary School 

has zero tolerance for any 

form of child abuse. 

Grade 3/4 Camp Balance 

of $180.00 must be 

finalised by this Friday 29th 

April 2022.  

Please contact 

 Mrs Leigh in the office if 

you have any questions. 

IMPORTANT 

Our Vision: To be an 

outstanding rural school 

where care, curiosity, 

innovation and progressive 

practices ensure students 

thrive in an ever-changing 

world. 
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Easter Raffle 

A huge thank you to the Birregurra school and community members that supported 

our Easter raffle by donating to the raffle and/or purchasing tickets. Thanks also to our 

team of parent helpers that put the prizes together. Congratulations to all of our 

winners, we hope you enjoyed a chocolate fix! We are pleased to announce that we 

raised over $1000.00 which will go towards to purchase of a new AED at our school to 

be accessible to the Birregurra community in the case of a medical emergency. 

Welcome back Jasmine! 

This week we welcome back Jasmine Walsh, pre service teacher from Deakin University. 

Jasmine began her 4th year placement at our school at the beginning of the school year for three weeks and will 

continue supporting the 3/4 class with Miss Erskine for the frst three weeks of Term Two. We look forward to having 

Jas as part of our team as she continues to build upon her knowledge and skills of the teaching profession.  

Grade 5/6 Puberty Health Promotion  

This Wednesday, our Grade 5/6 students will take part in a puberty education session facilitated by Community Health 

Nurses from Colac Area Health between 11:30-1:30. Mr Burrell and I will also support our students throughout the 

session. Personal development and puberty education are an important component of the primary school curriculum. 

This knowledge helps our students establish and maintain a healthy image throughout the rapid changes that puberty 

brings. 

Principal Conference  

This Thursday and Friday, I will be attending the Barwon South West Network conference in Anglesea. The conference 

is an important opportunity for principals to refresh, reset and refocus the way we work as a network and a chance to 

come together as a collective following two years of limited face to face connections. I look forward to working with 

and learning from other principals within our network to strengthen my ability to lead our wonderful school 

community.  

Victorian High Ability Program 

This term we are fortunate to have four of our Grade 5 students- Ivy, Georgia R, Ollie & Jonah selected by the 

Department of Education to be part of the Victorian High Ability Program for English.  Virtual School Victoria is 

delivering the Victorian High-Ability Program (VHAP) to high-ability students in Years 5-8, at all Victorian State Schools. 

Selected students will participate in online classes each Thursday. The VHAP classroom provides students with the 

opportunity to explore and express their ideas freely; make their own decisions about their work; be inspired and 

challenged by each other; gain confidence in their choices and abilities; feel excited by their learning. 

Last term, Georgia F was also included in this program. A big congratulations to our students on their selection into 

this program. It is wonderful for our students to have the opportunity to extend their learning.  

Grade 3/4 Camp 

Next Monday and Tuesday our Grade 3/4 students accompanied by Miss Erskine, Mr Burrell, Ms Jody and I will attend 

camp at Sovereign Hill in Ballarat. For many students, school camp is the highlight of the year.  It is a chance to learn 

away from the walls of the classroom and engage in activities outside of the mainstream curriculum. Being away from 

home can also be a challenging time for students (and parents). But attending camp is an important milestone and the 

benefits of are overwhelmingly positive. Camp supports students to build independence, resilience and confidence; 

build positive relationships and social skills; build connection between teachers and their students and develop their 

knowledge of curriculum outcomes in a hands-on way. A big thanks to Miss Erskine for her preparation and 

organisation ahead of our camp. Final reminders will be distributed towards the end of the week.  
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Mother’s Day Pampering & Biggest Morning Tea 

On Monday 9th May, to acknowledge our mothers and other special people in our students lives, we are once again 

holding a Mother’s Day Pampering session followed by the Biggest Morning Tea. Loved ones are invited to attend 

school from 10:00am to be pampered by their child/ren at ‘The Birregurra Salon’. Students are asked to bring along 

hairbrushes and nail polish to pamper their loved ones. The pampering session will then be followed by our Biggest 

Morning tea fundraiser from 11:00am raising money for the Cancer Council. More information can be found in the 

attached flyer included in today’s newsletter.  

Outside School Hours Care  

Our Outside School Hours Care service through TheirCare 

will commence on Monday 9th May which is the 

beginning of Week 3 Term 2. I encourage all families to 

register for this service even if you don’t plan on using it 

regularly. Permanent and casual booking are available for 

both before and after school care. Please see below links for 

registration:  

• How to Register Information: https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/  

• Registration Page: https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register 

More information about bookings and registration are included with today’s newsletter.  

 

Uniform – Important reminders 

A couple of important reminders for the beginning of Term Two in relation to uniform and personal belongings.  

• Birregurra Primary School is a Sun Smart school. We have a policy which requires all people at our school to 

guard against exposure to the sun. It is compulsory for students to wear the school wide brimmed hat through 

to the end of April. Therefore, please ensure your child has their hat at school every day this week.  

• As per our Student Dress Code policy, please note that to ensure the safety of students, decorative jewellery 

must not be worn to school. Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, and watches, are the only acceptable 

jewellery. Students wearing dangly earrings, necklaces and/or bracelets will be asked to take them off and put 

them in their bags. We would appreciate your support in ensuring these items are not worn to school. 

• Please ensure students wear appropriate footwear to school. Students are active throughout the school day 
and therefore require shoes that will allow them to participate safely in all activities. Black school shoes, OR 
Blundstone/Rossi/Crosby pull on boots OR sneakers are all acceptable forms of footwear. Sandals and open 
toed shoes are not appropriate for active school children.  

• At Birregurra Primary School we understand that it is natural that children wish to carry familiar toys with them 
and to show their friends items they consider precious. It has been our experience, however, that bringing toys 
from home to school can create difficult situations to manage and can disrupt the learning at school. Other 
children may break another child's toy accidentally or the toy may be lost causing further disruptions to 
learning. Hence, we request that children do NOT bring toys from home to school unless for a specific person, 
for example show and tell or to assist concentration within the classroom.  
Please note that if a child brings a toy from home (other than when they have been authorised by the class 
teacher for in-class support), staff members will: 

- Ask the child to put the toy away in their bag 

- If the child is unable to leave the toy in their bag, then a staff member will ask the child to place the toy in a 
classroom/office spot until 3.15pm 

- Parents/Carers will be contacted (usually by the class teacher or office staff) telling them the child has brought the 
toy along and could they please check school bags in the following days to ensure no more toys are brought to 
school. 

A copy of our schools Student Dress Code Policy is available for viewing on our school website at 
www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au 

https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register/
https://theircare.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register
http://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/
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Top Attendance Tips for Parents 
Regular and punctual school attendance is extremely important for your child to reach their full potential. The 
Department of Education has provided the following tips to ensure ‘Top Attendance’: 

• Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contacting your 
child’s school and asking for advice and support 

• Remember that every day counts 

• There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can 
affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 

• Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 

• Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea – please contact 
the office as soon as possible on the day of the absence 

• Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family holidays 
during the term 

• Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. Schools want 
to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

Thanks to the whole school community for your support. We strongly value the home/school partnership and 
encourage you to contact us should you have any concerns or queries.  

Have a happy and safe first week back at school. 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Tuesday 26th April - First Day of Term 2  

- Anzac Day Service – 10:30am 

Wednesday 27th April - Grade 5/6 Puberty Health Promotion session 

facilitated by Colac Area Health 11:30-1:30 

Monday 2nd May — 

Tuesday 3rd May 
- Grade 3/4 Camp to Sovereign Hill 

Friday 6th May - Polwarth Cross Country @ Deans Marsh –  

selected 3-6 students 

Monday 9th May - Mother’s Day Pampering Day & Biggest Morning Tea  

- Assembly 2.45pm 

- School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

Tuesday 10th May  - NAPLAN Writing (Years 3 & 5) 

Wednesday 11th May  - NAPLAN Reading (Years 3 & 5)  

Thursday 12th May  - NAPLAN Conventions of Language (Years 3 & 5) 

Friday 13th May  - NAPLAN Numeracy (Years 3 & 5) 

Friday 20th May  - Colac Division Cross Country – selected students  

Monday 23rd May - Assembly 2.45pm 
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Wishing the following students  

a very Happy Birthday  

this week… 

April 

 28th  Bowie G 
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May 9th, 2022. 


