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From the Principal’s Desk 

 Welcome to Week 8! I hope everyone had a wonderful weekend. The 
weather has been fantastic, providing plenty of opportunities for sunshine 
and outdoor play. However, with all this activity, it’s natural for our students 
to feel a little more tired than usual, particularly as we head into the last few 
weeks of term. A friendly reminder to send along a full water bottle to school 
each day to ensure our students remained hydrated! 

NAPLAN  
I am incredibly proud of the effort our Year 3 and 5 students have shown throughout the 
NAPLAN testing period. They have approached the assessments with a positive mindset, 
staying focused and giving their best. Despite some early technical issues, the testing period 
has run smoothly. While we aim to complete testing today, the NAPLAN window remains 
open until March 23rd to allow for any necessary catch-up sessions due to student absences. 
Massive thanks to all staff who administer the tests and support our students to do their best.  

National Ride 2 School Day  

This Friday is National Ride 2 School Day and our school is 
once again participating in this great initiative to encourage 
students to be physically active on their journey to school. 
Students who ride, scoot or walk to school contribute to 
their minimum physical activity level of 60 minutes per day. 
Research also shows they are more focused and ready to 
learn. 

We invite students and families to meet staff at the 
Birregurra Park (Corner of Main Street and Strachan St) at 
8:30am on Friday 20th March to ride or scoot to school. 
Don’t forget to wear your helmet! We hope to see you at the 
park Friday! 

Lunch Orders 
A big thank you to Jemma for delivering her wonderful lunches to classes every Friday. We 
also appreciate the families who have offered their support. We are still looking for more 
helpers to join the roster. Please email us at Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au if you can 
join our roster. Support is needed from approximately 1:00pm to 2:00pm. Please see the 
roster for this week below: 

 

 

Cultural Diversity Week 2026: 21 - 29 March 
Every year in March, we bring Victorians together to celebrate our state's diverse and 
powerful multicultural communities. Multiculturalism is a core part of the Victorian identity, 
our character and way of life. Our state is home to people who speak 290 languages and have 
314 different ancestries.  
 
 

Date Volunteer 

Friday 20th March  Paige Hammond  

 

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 
                       ‘Living & Learning Together’ 

 Term 1, Week 8 – 16th March 2026 

Birregurra Primary School is a 
child safe organisation which 
welcomes all children, young 

people and their families. 

We are committed to 
providing environments where 
our students are safe and feel 
safe, where their participation 

is valued, their views 
respected, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Our child 

safe policies, strategies and 
practices are inclusive of the 

needs of all children and 
students. 

We have no tolerance for child 
abuse and take proactive 

steps to identify and manage 
any risks of harm to students 
in our school environments. 

Particular attention is given to 
the child safety needs of 

Aboriginal students, those 
from culturally and 
linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, international 
students, students with 

disabilities, those unable to 
live at home, children and 

young people who identify as 
LGBTIQ+ and other students 

experiencing risk or 
vulnerability. 

Child safety is a shared 
responsibility.  

 

 

School Councillors – Rob Lidgerwood, Luke Fitzpatrick, Kelly Dodds, Emily McDonald,  

Cassie Stephens, Sarah Green, Alistair Burrell, Jaymie Lowe. 

 

 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive community that 
supports and encourages a 

love of learning and the skills 
and mindset to thrive. 

 

Our School Values  
Community - growing 

positive partnerships between 
school, home and the broader 
community 
Aspire - setting goals and 

purposefully working towards 
their achievement 
Respect - for self, others, 

learning and our environment 
Excellence - striving for the 

highest personal achievement 
in all aspects of schooling. 

mailto:Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

COMMUNITY – ASPIRE – RESPECT - EXCELLENCE 

Cultural Diversity Week is a time to celebrate the power, influence, and stories of Victoria's rich multicultural 
communities. This year’s theme, Culture connects us all, highlights how sharing intercultural stories and experiences 
fosters understanding, belonging and connection. We invite everyone to wear orange on Monday 23rd of March to 
show support for a diverse and welcoming community. This may include an orange t-shirt, pants, hair ties, ribbons, or 
even socks! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
House Sports 
Our House Sports are fast approaching and will be held on Thursday 27th March at the Birregurra Recreation Reserve. 
Thanks to the parents/family members that have volunteered to help on the day with age group marshalling, we’d 
love more volunteers so please let us know if you support. A program outlining times and events for the different age 
groups will be distributed prior to the day, so keep your eyes peeled. Students are invited to wear their house colours 
on the day.  
We are also fortunate to once again be offering a few BBQ lunch thanks to the support of TheirCare.  

Swimming Program 
Here at Birregurra Primary School, we value the importance of learning to swim and 
our role in supporting our students to be safe in and out of the water. The 2026 
swimming program includes students from Prep through to Grade Six. Information 

regarding our swimming program is now available on XUNO. I encourage you to log on for more detailed information 
and to provide consent for your child to participate. The swimming program commences in Week 1 of Term 2.   

Easter  
Our annual Easter Raffle is running again, supported by our JSC team. We are seeking 
donations towards our raffle and would appreciate any Easter eggs, chocolate and/or 
Easter themed items towards our hampers. Tickets are due back to school on 1st of April 
with the raffle to be drawn at our final assembly for Term 1 on Thursday 2nd of April.  
Our Parents & Friends group have also organised a hot cross bun drive through Bakers 
Delight, just in time for Easter. Orders are due back to school by Wednesday 25th March 
to be collected in the final week of term.  
Thanks to those that have already donated, returned tickets and orders, we greatly appreciate your support.  
We will also be holding our Easter Hat Parade on the final day of term at 9:00am on the basketball/netball court. 
Students are encouraged to create and wear an Easter themed hat, and families are warmly invited to join us and 
enjoy the parade together as we celebrate the end of term. 

Reminders 
• Breakfast Club is every Thursday from 8:15am, all welcome! 

• National Ride 2 School Day is THIS Friday – meet us at the park at 8:30am to ride or scoot to school. 

If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, the office or your child’s 
teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible outcomes for your children. 

Have a happy and safe week 😊  

Jess Kattwinkel & team 

 
 



 

COMMUNITY – ASPIRE – RESPECT - EXCELLENCE 

Dates for the Diary… 
Monday 16th March  - NAPLAN Numeracy for Years 3 & 5 (9:00am)  
Thursday 19th March  - Breakfast Club 8.15am  

- Clubs   
Friday 20th March  - Ride 2 School Day 

- Colac Division Athletic – selected students  
- Assembly @ 2:45pm, Grade 2/3 Class Presentation  

21st – 29th March  - Cultural Diversity Week  
Monday 23rd March - Wear Orange to celebrate Cultural Diversity Week 

- CSC Open Night 
- School Council 6:00pm  

Wednesday 25th March  - Greater Western Swimming  
- Trinity College Open Day  

Thursday 26th March - Breakfast Club 8.15am 
- Clubs 12:30-1:30 

Friday 27th March  - House Sports @ Birregurra Rec Reserve  
Wednesday 1st April  - Raffle tickets due back! 
Thursday 2nd April  - Breakfast Club 8.15am 

- Assembly, 1:45pm, 1/2 Class Presentations 
- Last day of Term 1, 2:15pm finish  
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COMMUNITY – ASPIRE – RESPECT - EXCELLENCE 

We are fundraising with tea towels  
and creating lasting memories! 

             

Dear Parent/Caregiver, 

Birregurra Primary School is running a Tea Towel Fundraiser to raise money for (insert fundraising info 

here). 

Our limited-edition Tea Towel design will be made up of self-portraits drawn by all our children and 

staff. Just like a yearbook on a tea towel. The pictures and names will be arranged all together as a 

commemorative design then screen printed onto certified organic 100% cotton 50x70cm tea towels.  

As well as being great for lint free dish drying, the tea towels look fantastic and are a long-lasting 
memento of your children and their friends. They make great gifts that are easily mailed to relatives, so 
make sure you order a few extras for family members and your keepsake box. 

The kids just love seeing their artwork in print. By purchasing our tea towels you are not only receiving 

a practical keepsake, you’re also helping to achieve our fundraising goal, which would not be possible 

without your support!  

The price per towel is $20 each. 

The Tea Towel print run is limited so make sure you, your family and friends don't miss out. There is 

an example tea towel on display at the office for you to see the quality and size. 

Tea towels can be ordered by completing the form below or sending an email to the school email 

address at Birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Payment can be made by cash, EFTPOS or direct 

deposit. 

Final Orders are due: 2nd April. 

If you have any questions, you can contact the school on 52362222. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEA TOWEL ORDER FORM 

 

 

Caregiver Name:  _________________________________ 

 

Contact Number:   _________________________________ 

 

Student Name: _________________________________ 

   

 

Class:  __________________ 

 

Order Quantity:  __________   Total enclosed   $__________ 
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