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Term 1, Week 7 - 7th March 2022  

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 

of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 

be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK ...  
 
Welcome to Week 7! What a fabulous night we had on Friday night at the Barefoot Bowls evening organised by 

our PFA/School Council. It was wonderful to be able to get together as a school community and enjoy a social 

night, something that we have certainly missed during the past two years. Huge thanks to Luke and Leanne for 

their organisation and to the Birregurra Bowls Club for being so accommodating. Stay tuned for future social 

events! 

School Council 2022 

I’d like to congratulate our parent and school employee members to the Birregurra Primary School Council. Nominations were 

received from the following people- 

Parent Category   School Employee Category  

Luke Fitzpatrick  Brendan King  

Rob Lidgerwood  

Kelly Dodds  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank retiring school council member Miss Genevieve Erskine for her time, effort and 

contributions to school council throughout the past two years. Thanks also to Claire Leeson for her contributions throughout 

her term as a parent member. Claire has expressed an interest in remaining on council in the community member category 

which we welcome.  

I look forward to working with members of school council to strengthen our school community and achieve our priorities and 

goals. The next school council meeting and Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 21st of March commencing at 

6:00pm.  

Student Leader Presentations 

 

 



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

A big thanks to Terry Woodcroft – Colac Police Youth Officer for attending our special assembly on Wednesday afternoon to 

present our student leaders with their badges. Terry Woodcroft spoke to our students about the importance of being a leader 

and a voice for others as well as being a positive role model for younger students and standing up against negative behaviours.  

 

We are very privileged to have such a wonderful group of young leaders representing our school. Congratulations again to all 

of our student leaders, we look forward to your leadership throughout the year.  

 

Schools Clean Up Australia Day 

Well done to all students and staff for their efforts last Friday for Schools Clean Up Australia Day. Students and staff together 

with Landcare representatives worked really hard in warmer weather conditions collecting rubbish at the Birregurra Recreation 

Reserve. The day provided a great opportunity to learn more about recycling and how we can help the environment and our 

community. We love our little town and hope that our efforts help other people enjoy it too! Check out the photos in today ’s 

newsletter.  

Breakfast Club 

What a turn out we had for our first Breakfast Club! Thanks to Mrs Bath, staff and our student breakfast club leaders Felicity & 

Aidan for their preparation and organisation. Breakfast Club is back this Tuesday from 8:15am. Hope to see you there!  

 

Colac Division Tennis Competition  
Today we have three of our senior students, Miller, Beau & Ollie heading to Colac Lawn Tennis Courts to 

participate in a singles competition. We wish our students the very best of luck and know they will  

represent our school with pride! 

 

House Athletics Sports  

This Wednesday March 9th is our annual House Athletics Day. We are super excited to be holding this 

important annual event and encourage parents/carers and friends to come along and support our  

students. Students are encouraged to have a go at all events and to wear their house colours on the day. 

Please note schools are operating under the Department of Education guidelines which require all adults 

and spectators to show evidence of double vaccination.  

Our Junior School Council will be selling sugar-freezies icy poles at the House Sports during break times for 50c each. These are 

available for students, staff and visitors to purchase. The timetable of events for the day is attached to today ’s newsletter with 

events starting at 9:30am.  The day will end with a surprise teachers vs parents event. If you’re keen to be involved, make sure 

you wear appropriate footwear!    

Student Voice in Action  

Student Voice and Agency is a key focus for our school in 2022. Birregurra PS staff are fortunate to be working with the Quaglia 

Institute of Student Voice and Aspirations to further develop our knowledge and understanding of the positive implications of 

active student voice and agency in schools. The Quaglia Institute has collected multiple data sets over numerous years on the 

implications of student voice. Studies have shown that when students have a voice they are: 

 5 times more likely to experience Engagement in school; 

 3 times more likely to experience Self-Worth in school; 

 5 times more likely to experience Purpose in school. 

So, what is Student Voice? 

There are 3 core components to Student Voice. Student Voice is: 

 Sharing thoughts and ideas in an environment underpinned by trust and respect. 

 Offering realistic suggestions for the good of the whole. 

 Accepting responsibility for not only what you say but what needs to be done. 

 



 

Each class has explored the definition of student voice over the past few weeks and completed a noise vs voice activity to  

identify the difference between the two. Some of our students have even begun to use the terminology of ‘noise’ and ‘voice’ in 

their conversations and classroom discussions which is great to see.  We look forward to sharing more about ‘Student Voice in 

Action @ Birregurra PS’ in the future.  

Consent 

As a Resource Smart School, we are trying to reduce our impact on the environment, reduce paper use and are sending out all 

permissions via XUNO. We still have some families who have not yet signed the start of year consent forms—could you please 

do so as soon as possible. Permission for Polwarth Sports will be sent out via XUNO later this week.     

Easter Raffle 

We would appreciate any donations of Easter egg/s and Easter themed items for our Easter Raffle. Donations can be dropped 

into the office. The raffle will be drawn at our final assembly on Monday 4th April. This year the proceeds from our Easter raffle 

will go towards the purchase of a new AED for our school.  

Gardener  

We currently have a Gardening / Maintenance position for 3hrs per week on a 12month contract. This position will include  

responsibility for all mowing / spraying / weeding etc. The position including a detailed job description is advertised via  

Recruitment Online and can be accessed via the following link - Recruitment Online - Birregurra PS. The position closes this 

Wednesday.  
 

Laptops 

Thanks to those people that have expressed interest in old Laptops. We will be in contact once they are ready to be picked up.  

Attendance & arriving at school on time 

A friendly reminder to all parents/carers on how important it is to be at school if your child is well, as well as the importance of 

being at school on time. Being organised and having your child arrive at school on time helps reduce classroom interruptions 

and distractions allowing teachers to focus on teaching lessons to all students. Students arriving to school with time to spare 

have the luxury of settling in, preparing their class materials and focusing their minds on the lessons to come.  

Arriving late to school on a consistent basis can have longer-term academic effects. If showing up late to school becomes a  

habit, students may develop the notion that tardiness is acceptable behaviour. This belief can negatively impact their future 

work ethic and employment opportunities. Alternatively, coming to school on time every day can help students develop the 

habit of being punctual with important commitments. This habit can serve students well through secondary school, tertiary 

courses, future work and careers.  

The morning school run doesn't always have to be a mad dash. Follow the tips below for getting your child through the school 

gates on time, fed, clean and with all the right kit.  

1. Lay out school clothes the night before. Set out your child's clothes next to their bed, including pants and socks. You'll have 

an early warning that stocks of clean underwear are running low if you organise clothes in the evening.  

2. Keep shoes in one place. Avoid tearing round the house, turning out wardrobes, peering under beds and behind sofas in 

search of your child's shoes. Find a spot where shoes always live, perhaps next to the front door. Get your child into the habit 

of putting their shoes there every time they take them off.  

3. Get your child to bed on time. This may be easier said than done, but you'll be glad in the morning that your child was 

bathed and tucked up in good time. If your child is in bed at a sensible hour, they should wake up the next morning cheerful 

and sprightly. If your child goes to bed late, they're likely to wake up groggy.  

4. Prepare the night before. You'll breeze through the morning routine if you think ahead. When your child or children are 

asleep, make lunches, put homework in backpacks, and check there's enough milk for the morning. Don't forget about yourself: 

Choose your outfit for the next day, and if you work, prepare your bag.  

5. Invest in an alarm clock. When your child starts school, let them pick out their own alarm clock. They'll probably choose the 

biggest, brightest clock you've ever seen. But, hopefully, they may feel a sense of duty to get up when it goes off in the  

morning.  

 

https://schooljobs.eduweb.vic.gov.au/psc/ROLPPRD1_EA/APPLICANT/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U


Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child will be absent. 

Tuesday 8th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Wednesday 9th March House Sports 

Monday 14th March Labour Day Public Holiday – No school 

Tuesday 15th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Thursday 17th March Polwarth Sports – more details to come 

Friday 18th March WGAC order & payment due 

Monday 21st March School Council Meeting & AGM 6:00pm 

Friday 25th March National Ride to School Day 

Wednesday 30th March Easter Raffle tickets due back 

Monday 4th April Assembly 2.45pm—Easter Raffle drawn 

Friday 8th April Last Day of Term 1—2.15pm finish 

Tuesday 26th April First Day of Term 2 

Monday 2nd May — 

Tuesday 3rd May 

Grade 3/4 Camp—Sovereign Hill 

Monday 9th May School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

6. Encourage your child to get themselves ready. Help your child to get as far as they can with dressing themselves and  

brushing their hair. Not only will they feel a sense of accomplishment, it'll save you valuable time – once they get the hang of 

it, anyway!  

7. Keep breakfast simple. Don't feel guilty if breakfast isn't an elaborate affair. A breakfast of healthy cereal, yoghurt and a 

piece of fruit will do. Make it easy for your child to have fruit by slicing a banana or chopping strawberries into their cereal. 

Instant porridge is easy and gives a great start to the day.  

8. Put together an emergency pack. Assemble a just-in-case pack to keep in the car's glove compartment, or by the front door, 

for easy grabbing. Pack a cereal bar, hairbrush, hairband, tissues, bandaids, a bottle of water and a spare couple of dollars.  

9. Take breaks. Give the weekday routine a rest at weekends. And, occasionally, allow for a variation to your school-day  

schedule. There will be times during the school week that your child has a late night. A family party celebrating grandma's 

birthday for example is worth a rest from the routine.  

10. Make time for cuddles. On rushed mornings, it's easy to skip the hugs and kisses. A few cuddles in the midst of the morning 

chaos will remind you all about what matters most in life! 

Reminders 

• Next Monday 14th March is the Labour Day Public Holiday. Please note, there is no school on this day.  

If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, the office or your child’s  

teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible outcomes for your children.  

Have a wonderful week!  

Jess Kattwinkel & team  

 

Dates for the diary … 



Students of the Week 

Prep 

Seb R 
Congratulations on being a ‘Subitising’ champ! Great work using your superhero eyes to 
count. 

Tessa McD 
 For your wonderful ‘Big Write’ this week. You challenged yourself and used feedback to 
create a terrific piece.  

Eleni L 
Well done on mastering our unit two Sounds Write sounds. Your enthusiasm during our 
morning activities is tremendous.  

Maddie D 
Go Maddie, you are a ‘Sit Down Saturday Sensation’! Thank you for the way you help 
your friends learn the days of the week.  

1/2K 

Bowie G 
For your fabulous effort to segment and blend our words in Sounds Write and form your 
letters neatly and correctly. Keep up the good work superstar!  

Soraya M For your willingness to work hard during our numeracy lessons this week  

Daphne G Your enthusiasm for learning is infectious. Keep the great work!  

1/2L 

Lachie D 
For being a fabulous class friend helping your peers complete their Elmer writing activity. 
Well done Lachie!  

Hunter G 
For your outstanding effort to focus and share your ideas during our class discussions. 
You have worked so hard this week, well done Hunter!   

Lottie K 
For the wonderful adjectives you came up with to describe glitter during our writing  
session. Well done Lottie!  

Indie H 
For always being the first to offer help to others! You are such a valuable member of our 
class. Thank you for all your help and support.  

Grade 

3/4 

Angus B 
Your growth in confidence while writing is fantastic! You have taken on every challenge 
and given it your best shot. Well done Angus!  

Mitch G Your ‘All About Me’ presentation was fantastic. You are a PowerPoint expert! 

Grade  

5/6  

Sam C 
For creating such a fantastic environmentally friendly world in Minecraft and sharing your 
ideas of sustainability with the class. Awesome Work! 

Kyra G 
For working so hard on your writing of narratives. You write stories that are engaging and 
demonstrated a clear character progression. Well Done! 

Daphne G 
For being such a super helper at clean up time and for always bringing along a cheerful 
smile to art class. 

Art 

Angus B 
For demonstrating determination and focus as well as creativity in each and every art  
class. 

Parker Lee 

For being a respectful and thoughtful member of our school  
community, always willing to support others in and out of the  

classroom.  

Principal’s Award 



 

Wishing the following students  

a very Happy Birthday  

this week… 

March 

  9th  Indi K 

Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Tom McDonald who competed in the  Lifesaving Victoria  Junior   

State Champs  (over 1000 nippers) this weekend Friday 25-Sun 27 Feb in Lorne. 

Lorne Nippers had a 69 person team from u9-u13s.  They all had a great weekend.   

Lorne State Team came 5th out 26 clubs. 

Tom competed in 9 events over the weekend individual and team beach and water.   

Heats through to finals. Highlight for Tom was a Bronze medal for Beach Sprint Relay  

with his team. 

Congratulations Tom on your achievement! 

 

 

We would also like to say congratulations to Felicity Diamond, who along with her 

fellow Kooka’s team mates took out their 4th tournament win over the weekend. 

Flick scored a 2 point shot in the final seconds to win the game. 

Congratulations Flick on another great win! 

   

 

 











 ITALIANO 

Wanted: coperchi di plastica 

(plastic lids)  

We would really appreciate all your 

plastic lids, in particular larger plastic 

lids for the bodies of these recycled 

bath toys.  

Please place in box in front of the 

office. 

Grazie mille! Signora 

ART NEWS 
 

We are in need of newspapers for our Art 

project next term. If you have any old 

newspapers at home, please leave them in 

the box at the school office.  

Thank you - Miss. O’Bree 






