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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 

of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 

be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK ...  

Welcome to Week Four! I hope everyone enjoyed the beautiful sunshine on the weekend and our students are 
ready for another week of learning at BPS. I must say it is wonderful to enter classrooms and witness how  
engaged our students are this early into the school year. Keep up the great work everyone!  

 

COVID Safe Practices 
We were all hoping to return to a more normal school year than what we have experienced over the last two years, however 
with the Omicron variant being detected across Australia, our state and locally, it has once again been an interesting start to 
the year. Our school community does currently have some students and staff isolating at home as either confirmed COVID cas-
es or household contacts. Our best wishes go out to all families currently dealing with this extra challenge. 
The Victorian Premier has indicated that schools will only return to remote learning as a last resort. Consequently, the follow-
ing measures have been implemented to ensure the safety of our school community and also to minimise the chance of any 
COVID transmission -  

• Staying home when unwell and getting tested. All students were provided with a box of Rapid Antigen Tests on 
Friday. It is recommended that a test be completed twice weekly, we are suggesting Monday and Thursday to 
help with consistency and routine. These tests will last until the end of Week 5. If your child returns a positive 
RAT, please contact the school so we can guide you through the appropriate next steps. We will continue to noti-
fy the school community of any positive cases and whilst students do not have to isolate because of a COVID case 
at school, families are asked to monitor for symptoms and test as soon as any symptoms begin to show. Students 
who are unwell should stay home regardless if they test positive or negative. Students will need to isolate and 
monitor for symptoms if a family member tests positive. 

• Performing regular hand hygiene, hand sanitiser is available in all classrooms and common areas in the school  

• Physical distancing wherever possible 

• School staff are required to wear masks indoors when not actively teaching or communicating with students. 
Masks do not need to be worn by teachers and staff when outdoors  

• Students in years 3-6 must wear masks indoors including when travelling on school buses except when they have 
a medical exemption. Students do not need to wear masks outdoors. Students are required to bring their own 
mask to school. Please ensure they have spares in their bag. We have limited masks available at school. 

• Students in Prep-2 are encouraged to wear face masks 

• Air purifiers are located in each classroom  

• We are promoting fresh air ventilation including opening doors and windows.  

• Staff members must be triple vaccinated by the 25th February. 

• Visitors are welcome again on school grounds but are asked to please comply with school COVID-safe expecta-
tions. If you wish to enter a school building such as the office, or you would like to attend a school event such as 
our fortnightly assembly, you are again welcome if you use the school QR and show your vaccination status. 
Masks are required for all visitors if entering school buildings and please exercise social distancing at and around 
the school. 

Staff are working hard to keep our school COVID-safe during a challenging time and we also appreciate your support in keeping 

our school community safe and well.  



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

Parent / Teacher Conversations  
Our Parent / teacher conversations commenced last week and the feedback from both parents and staff has been positive. It is 
always nice to touch base at the beginning of the year and develop an understanding of family’s aspirations for their child/ren. 
Parent/teacher conversations will continue this week on Wednesday & Thursday via phone. Teachers will phone families at 
your scheduled time.  

Parent Information Sessions  
Last week we held our Junior and Senior Parent Information sessions in a virtual format – something unfortunately we have 
become accustomed to. Thanks to those families that were able to connect. We hope you found the sessions informative. 
Learning Community Information Books were distributed via Xuno. If you have questions relating to any of the information, 
please don’t hesitate to make contact with teachers.  

Student Leadership Speeches  
Last Friday our senior students delivered their leadership speeches to the wider school community. It was clear that students 

had invested a lot of time and effort into their speeches, and I was extremely proud of their delivery. Getting up in front of a 

large group of people can be  daunting, however our students spoke confidently and calmly. It was wonderful to hear many of 

them relate their speech to the values of our school. Thanks to the parents that came along to support our students, I know 

they appreciated it!  

It is with great pleasure that I announce our 2022 student leaders: 
 

School Captains  

 Miller Lockhart & Georgia Fitzpatrick 
 

House Captains  

 Sladen: Aidan Mahoney & Daisy Dorris  

 Skene: Axel Scott & Jae Silk 

 Strachan: Jack Roberts & Tilly Jarvis  

 Beal: Felicity Diamond & Isaac Leeson  
 

Junior School Council  

Rueben Furneaux-Peters, Sam Cunnington, Rubi Gent, Leewana 
Glover (President, Vice-President & Secretary yet to be decided) 
Our grade representatives’ are- 
Grade 5: Ivy Hunter, Beau Callahan, Ollie Driscoll 
Grade 3/4: Theo Forssman, Parker Lockhart  
 
All members of our school community are expected to model the 
school values; however, it is particularly important that our school 
leaders be exemplary role models for other students in the school. As a school leader, students will demonstrate the following 
school values:  

• Integrity in all of our actions, words and endeavours. 

• Commitment to each other and persisting in all that we do. 

• Respect for ourselves, each other and the environment. 

• Responsibility for our own learning and behaviour. 

• Tolerance to accept and value differences in others. 
Cooperation and Teamwork - learning together to achieve the best possible outcomes for all. 
 
We are looking forward to working alongside these passionate young leaders to continue to learn and grow together for the 

benefit of the whole school community.   
 

School Council Nominations  
The role of school council is to strengthen community confidence in the school and helps to 
build and secure the school’s reputation. Understanding the distinction in roles and  
responsibilities between school council and the principal supports the effective and efficient 
operations of the council and the school. The objectives of a school council are to:  



 

• assist in the efficient governance of the school  

• ensure that its decisions affecting students at the school are made having regard, as a primary consideration, to 
the best interest of all students  

• enhance the educational opportunities of students at the school  

• ensure the school and the council complies with any requirements from the Education Department and  
associated policies, orders and procedures.  

There are 6 parent representatives, 2 staff representatives (school employee category), 2 optional community representatives, 
plus the Principal, on our current School Council. School Council members do a two-year term. At the end of their term, they 
can renominate if they would like to do so. Each year, three parent positions and one school employee position becomes  
vacant. Parent representatives with two-year term completed are:  

• Luke Fitzpatrick 

• Rob Lidgerwood  

• Claire Leeson  

School Council Employee with two-year term completed  

• Genevieve Erskine   

If you are interested in nominating yourself for school council, please complete a nomination form, which will be available at 
the office from Monday 21st February and attached to next week’s newsletter. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you  
require further information. 

 

Parent Payments 2022 
At Birregurra Primary School, we are very conscious to keep our parent payment contributions to a minimum. Our parent  
payment contributions were endorsed by school council last year and remain at $200 per child which is very reasonable. Each 
student has been provided with books and stationery and each student has access to a digital device in their classroom. We are 
very fortunate that the amazing fundraising efforts of our school community supports the purchase and updating of these  
devices.  
Other costs that may arise during the year include camps (3-6), swimming and excursions.  
 
We would appreciate if Parent Payments can be made by the end of Term 1. Payments can be made via direct deposit or via 
credit card using the XUNO platform. If you wish to set up a payment plan, this can also be arranged by contacting Mrs. Leigh in 
the office. 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or  
Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category 
for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use  
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. It is important that funding 
made available in 2022 supports students to participate in school trips, camps, and sporting activities this year rather than  
being held for future years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years. Please 
note these activities will only take place if they meet COVIDSafe requirements. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there 
has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please complete the attached application form. You can also download the form, 
and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and  
Excursions Fund web page. Check with the school office if you have any questions. Please return completed forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 
 

Breakfast Club  
Breakfast club is back in 2022 thanks to the support of Foodbank Victoria. Breakfast Club will run each Tuesday morning  
commencing at 8:15am from Tuesday March 1st following the delivery of our first order. All students are welcome to attend. 
 



Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork 

Wednesday 16th February No Prep students 

Monday 21st February Assembly 2:45pm 

School Council meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 23rd February No Prep students 

GMHBA Student Leadership Program 

(selected students) 

Tuesday 1st March Breakfast Club begins @ 8:15am 

Friday 4th March Clean Up Australia Day 

Monday 4th March Assembly 2:45pm 

Tuesday 8th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Wednesday 9th March House Sports 

Monday 14th March Labour Day Public Holiday – No school 

Tuesday 15th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Thursday 17th March Polwarth Sports – more details to come 

Monday 21st March School Council Meeting & AGM 6:00pm 

Polwarth Sports Date  
The date of our annual Polwarth Sports has been set for Thursday 17th of March. For new families, the Polwarth Sports is a 
rural school sport’s day held at Alvie PS each year. Students from six local rural schools compete against each other in a range 
of athletic activities. This follows our Birregurra PS House Sports which will be held on Wednesday 9th March.  
 
Currently, the six schools in the Polwarth group are in the process of developing a risk management plan to ensure the day can 
go ahead with a range of COVID-Safe processes in place. This will be communicated with our school families once finalised. It 
does appear families will be able to attend, which is great news! 
 

Grade 6 Jackets 
We are hoping that the Grade 6 Jackets arrive in the next week! As soon as they have arrived we will send a message out to the 
Grade 6 families. Thanks for your understanding.  
 

Reminders  
• Please provide an updated Asthma, Anaphylaxis and/or allergy plans as soon as possible – updated plans are  

required every twelve months.  

• PREP students do not come to school on Wednesdays throughout February. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful week. If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to  
contact either myself, or your child’s teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible 
outcomes for your children. We value your input and are committed to making our school the best it can be – safe, fair and 
friendly for everyone.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Jess Kattwinkel & team 
 

Dates for the diary … 

Update on  Under 12 Colac Kookas… 

Over the weekend the Under 12 Div 1's girls got the hat trick with a win at the Horsham Intersport Classic Tournament. 
Felicity also won most valuable player for the tournament. Congratulations Flick on taking out the MVP and to you and your 
team for the impressive win!  



     

 

Wishing the following students  

a very Happy Birthday  

this week… 

February 

16th  Felicity D 

21st   Theo F 

 

BPS 2022 Student Leaders  



Wanted: coperchi di plastica 

(plastic lids) 

In particular, seeking larger plastic lids  

for the bodies  of these recycled bath toys. 

Grazie mille! Signora 





 

Orders MUST BE placed via 

QuickCliq by 9am on  

Thursday morning.  

Late orders will not be accepted 

by QuickCliq or by  

the General Store. 

Please note—if doing a  

bank transfer for credit,  

this can take up to 3 days  

to appear on your  

QuickCliq account. 



Birregurra Primary School 

2022 Uniform Order 

Student Name: _______________________  Class: __________________ 

Parent Name: ___________________ Contact Number: ___________________ 

 

 

Payment to be made at time of order via cash or direct deposit. 

Direct Deposit details – BSB: 063 510 ACC: 1002 1678 Birregurra Primary School Council 

Please contact Mrs Kate Leigh in the office on 5236 2222 if you have any questions.  

 

Item Sizes Available Price Size Qty Total 
Short Sleeve  

Polo 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$23.00 

$25.00 

      

Long Sleeve 
 Polo 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$25.00 

$27.00 

      

Hoodie 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$40.00 

$45.00 

      

Windcheater 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Bomber Jacket 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$37.00 

$40.00 

      

Rugby Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Microfibre Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Cargo Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$26.00 

$29.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants 
with zip pockets 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Wide Brim Hat S, M, L, XL $12.00 
      

  

Bucket Hat S, M, L, XL $9.00 
      

  

School Bag   $45.00 - 
    

  

TOTAL 
  
  



Schools Day 4th March  

Sunday 6th March 


