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Term 1, Week 3 7th February 2022  

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 

of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 

be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK ...  

Welcome to Week Three (Week 2 for our students!) I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful weekend and children are feeling  

rested and ready for another week of learning fun here at Birregurra PS. What a great start to the school year we have had. It 

is wonderful to see smiling faces and enthusiastic learners return for 2022. Students have settled quickly into their new classes 

with an explicit focus on class routines and structures. 

Welcome BBQ  

Thanks to those that were able to attend our Welcome BBQ last Thursday. We were fortunate to have a mild night to get  

together and welcome in the school year. It was wonderful to mingle amongst new and old faces and catch up in an informal 

setting. 

Parent Teacher Conversations 

Birregurra Primary School is committed to developing strong home/school relationships. We understand the importance of 

working as partners in the education of your child/ren to achieve the best possible outcomes. As it is the beginning of a new 

school year, we would like to catch up with parents/guardians to discuss the needs of students and learn about their  

aspirations for the 2022 school year. Parent/teacher conversations will occur after school throughout this week and next week. 

Please book your preferred time via Xuno. Instructions on how to do this are included in today’s newsletter. Teachers will 

phone parents at the allocated time. We look forward to connecting with you to ensure a successful year. 

Parent Information Sessions 

In addition to Parent/Teacher conversations, we have scheduled two Parent Information sessions. The aim of these sessions is 

to provide all parents with the opportunity to gain an overview of how the learning program is structured and give examples of 

how you can work with the school to support your child’s learning. It is also a great opportunity for you to ask any questions. 

This year, sessions will be held virtually to meet with current Operations Guidelines and Covid Safe practices.  

Our P-2 Information Session will be held tonight Monday 7th February from 6:00pm. To join in the session, please click on the 
following link https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/lowe.jaymie.j 
 
Our 3-6 Information Session will be held on Wednesday 9th February from 6:00pm. To join in the 3-6 session, please click on 
the following link https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/erskine.genevieve.g 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

School Council Nominations  

Nominations for School Council will open on Monday February 21st. There are 6 parent representatives, 2 staff  
representatives (school employee category), 2 optional community representatives, plus the Principal, on our current School 
Council. School Council members do a two-year term. At the end of their term, they can renominate if they would like to do so.  

https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/lowe.jaymie.j
https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/erskine.genevieve.g


Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

Each year, three parent positions and one school employee position becomes vacant. School Council is required to meet at 

least eight times per year. If you would like to be involved, why not nominate yourself! Please find attached to the newsletter a 

fact sheet about school council elections.  

2022 Student Leadership Roles 

Leadership is a quality that all students at Birregurra Primary School are encouraged and supported to develop. Students from 

Prep to Year 6 take on the role of leaders of their own learning. Through the curriculum and extra curricula activities, all  

students are encouraged to develop the skills necessary to be a leader. This ensures that all students perceive themselves as 

leaders and have the opportunity and confidence to take on leadership roles.  
 

Embedded in our extra-curricular program are formalised student leadership roles. Through their actions Birregurra Primary 

School’s Student Leaders will reflect and demonstrate the School’s Values; Integrity, Commitment, Respect, Responsibility, 

Tolerance, Cooperation & Teamwork in all of their actions, words and endeavours. 
 

The 2022 leadership roles are School Captain, House Captains (Sladen, Strachan, Skene & Beal) and Junior School Council  

representatives including President, Vice President and Secretary. 
 

Our senior students have begun preparing their applications and will deliver their speech to the school community this Friday 

February 11th at 2:45pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. We are looking forward to hearing our young leaders speak about their 

personal qualities and skills and are confident they will all do a fabulous job. Parents are welcome to come along and listen to 

the speeches, QR and vaccination checks required. 

Tutor Learning Initiative 

We are very fortunate to have the continuation of the Tutor Learning Initiative in 2022.  We have been given additional funding 

to implement this program in 2022.  This is in response to the disruptions in 2020/2021, for us this means that we can provide 

tailored and targeted help through the tutor learning program for selected students.   

We are extremely fortunate to have Ms Hannah Zappelli continue as our tutor for 2022. Hannah will be working five days to 

include the tutor learning initiative and provide extra support to identified students.  

By engaging tutors to support children with intensive learning, classroom teachers will have greater capacity to ensure that all 

other students’ achievement, engagement and wellbeing needs are met, so that all students receive the support they need in 

2022.  

Parents/carers of students that have been initially identified as part of this initiative have been provided with more infor-

mation. Additional students may be added to the program throughout the year.  

Welcome Jasmine Walsh  

We welcome Miss Jasmine Walsh from Deakin University to our school this term. Miss Walsh is in her final year of university 

and is working in the 3/4 Learning Community with Miss Erskine. We look forward to the work Miss Walsh will do at our school 

for the next few weeks and upon her return in terms 2 and 3.  

Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) 

We are still awaiting another delivery of RAT tests to our school. As soon as the delivery arrives a message will be sent out via 

XUNO. Thanks for your understanding.  

Lunch Orders 

This week, we begin lunch orders through the Birregurra General Store as a service for our families. Lunch orders will run on 
Fridays with orders to be submitted by 9:00am Thursday morning. Unfortunately no late orders will be accepted. This year we 
will be using the QuikCliq online platform to order lunches. Please see instructions in today’s newsletter on how to place your 
orders.  

 
 



 

The lunch order menu is also included in today’s newsletter and includes a traffic light system. Foods are classified as GREEN, 

AMBER or RED according to their nutritional value. Foods in the GREEN category are the healthiest choices. AMBER foods 

should be selected carefully and should only be eaten in moderation. Foods in the RED category are not essential. If they are 

consumed too often, or in large amounts, they can lead to weight gain and chronic diseases. If you have any questions or  

queries about how to order, please contact Mrs Leigh in the office who will happily assist you.  

Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) – TheirCare 

A quick update of our OSHC service. I appreciate and understand that the delay in the commencement of this service has been 

difficult on some of our families and on behalf of both the school and TheirCare, we apologise. The delay was not something 

that either of us had anticipated. All schools that received a grant in the first round (mid last year) were able to recruit and 

begin the service on time as anticipated. The effects of the pandemic throughout the past two years, but specifically over the 

past 6 months on workforces and communities has been widespread. We are however hopeful that we will be able to com-

mence the service in the near future.  

Our school has been assigned an Area manager which I am working closely with, and the service is setup with equipment and 

everything we need to get going. Once recruitment is finalised, we can hit the ground running. Recruitment and training for the 

service is the responsibility of Theircare. As soon as I have an official start day for the OSHC service, I will send out via XUNO. 

Thanks for your patience and understanding.  

Polwarth Sports Date 

The date of our annual Polwarth Sports has been set for Thursday 17th of March. For new families, the Polwarth Sports is a  

rural school sport’s day held at Alvie PS each year. Students from six local rural schools compete against each other in a range 

of athletic activities. This follows our Birregurra PS House Sports which will be held on Wednesday 9th March. More details will 

be provided once finalised so stay tuned!  

Reminders  

• When visiting our school, please remember to QR check in, wear a face mask when indoors and use the sanitiser 

available at the front office! Thanks for your support to ensure with remain CovidSafe.  

• PREP students do not come to school on Wednesdays throughout February. 

• Please complete SeeSaw and start of year consent forms via XUNO as soon as possible. Thanks to those that have 

already done this!  

• Please provide an updated Asthma, Anaphylaxis and/or allergy plans as soon as possible – updated plans are  

required every twelve months.  

• Students and parents moving to cars should use the nature strip or circular footpath to access their cars.  

• If you, or your child, are riding scooters or bikes to school, it is a requirement that you all wear helmets. It is  

important that we model the expected road safety laws and behaviours to our students.  

• Classes start at 9am sharp. We would appreciate it if children can arrive at school between 8.40am and 9am. We 

understand that sometimes things don’t always go to plan however late arrivals disrupt student learning time.  

• Please note that the school yard is not supervised until 8.40am each morning. We ask that students arrive after 

this time. If a student needs to arrive before this time for some reason, please contact us to let us know.   

• School finishes for students at 3.15pm. It would be greatly appreciated if you could ensure you are here at this 

time, if you are picking your child/ren up. Remember, if you are late, give us a call. We are always willing to help 

out. The students will be supervised in the main building until you arrive.  

• It would be great if all dogs were kept on a leash and preferably kept out of the school grounds.  

If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, the office or your child’s  

teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible outcomes for your children. We value 

your input and are committed to making our school the best it can be – safe, fair and friendly for everyone. 

Kind Regards, 

Jess Kattwinkel & team  



Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child will be absent. 

Dates for the diary … 
     

 

 

Monday 7th February Assembly 2:45pm 

P-2 Parent Info Session 6:00pm -See link in 

today’s newsletter 

Wednesday 9th February No Prep students 

3-6 Parent Info Session 6:00pm - See link in 

today’s newsletter 

Friday 11th February Leadership Speeches 2:45pm 

Wednesday 16th February No Prep students 

Monday 21st February Assembly 2:45pm 

School Council meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 23rd February No Prep students 

GMHBA Student Leadership Program 

(selected students) 

Tuesday 1st March Breakfast Club begins @ 8:15am 

Friday 4th March Clean Up Australia Day 

Monday 4th March Assembly 2:45pm 

Tuesday 8th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Wednesday 9th March House Sports 

Monday 14th March Labour Day Public Holiday – No school 

Tuesday 15th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Thursday 17th March Polwarth Sports – more details to come 

 

Wishing the following  

students a very Happy Birthday 

this week… 

February 

11th  Daisy F 

 

 



Students of the Week 

Prep 

Thomas Mc 
For the wonderful way you have made new friends. Thank you for always 
trying your best. 

Mina L Congratulations Mina. Your enthusiasm for learning is tremendous.  

1/2K 

Rosie H You have made a wonderful start to the year - well done!  

Sam G 
Your attention to detail while drawing ,writing and colouring is outstanding 
- awesome effort Sam!  

Ezra S Congratulations on making a super start to the year - wonderful effort!  

1/2L 

Emme D 
For your wonderful start to Grade 2 at Birregurra PS. I love your  
enthusiasm for learning!  

Freddie L 
For the effort and care you take in completing all our tasks. Your work looks 
outstanding!  

Daisy F 
For being a sensational classroom helper, always willing to help your class 
friends.  

Grade 

3/4 

Elodie T 
You have settled into school life at Birregurra with ease! Thanks for being a 
great classroom helper. 

Theo F 
For your detailed writing about surfing. You used lots of descriptive  
vocabulary. 

Grade  

5/6  

Genesa T 
For having a seamless transition to Birregurra PS and demonstrating  
fantastic getting along skills with your new 5/6 classmates. 

Daisy D 
What an awesome start to your time at Birregurra ps. You have settled in 
with ease and demonstrated many positive getting along qualities. 

Mia S 
For launching into her first art lesson of the year with great enthusiasm and 
care. 

Art 

Parker L For adding an excellent amount of detail to his “All about me!” art. 

Principal’s Award 
Sam C 

 

For demonstrating a respectful, responsible  and caring attitude in your 
support of our Prep students. Qualities of a great leader, well done!  



Hi All… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting in the staffroom on Wednesday the  

conversation turned to zucchini and yes, the  

inevitable glut that happens around about 

now.  This year is the first time I have had my 

own vegie garden and been fully responsible 

for its cultivation.  It’s a satisfying feeling…  

planting a seed, watching it shoot, watering it 

and tending to it. Then one day you have a 

plant with beautiful deep green leaves and 

bright yellow flowers followed by zucchini.  The 

more you tend the plant the more and more 

zucchini grow until you have more zucchini than 

you know what to do with! 

All those zucchinis from one little seed! 

Worries are a little like zucchini in that you can make them grow simply by paying 

attention to them.  Little worries can soon become an outstanding pile of worries 

that you don’t know how to get rid of.  It doesn’t matter whether your big or little, 

if you focus on your worries, they can grow pretty fast and cause you lots of trou-

ble.  But the good news is that you also have the power to make the worries go 

away…you do.  If you have any worries that you are concerned about, feel wel-

come to catch up with me for a chat…Your Chaplain, Sue. 

ZUCCHINI Loaf… 

 

1 cup nuts or sultanas 

1 ½ cups sugar 

1 tspn vanilla 

2 cups grated zucchini 

2 ½ cups plain flour 

3 eggs 

¾ cup oil 

1 tspn bi-carb soda 

1 tspn cinnamon 
 

Mix all together, adding sultanas (or nuts) 
last.  Pour into two loaf tins or one slab tin. 

Bake in a moderate oven for approximately 
an hour. 

ENJOY!! 

Respectful Relationships…over the next 5 
weeks, each year level will be exploring their 
feelings; learning to recognise how they are 
feeling and how that looks. 

This week, Prep to Grade 4 concentrated on 
identifying a range of feelings, while Grade 
5/6’s looked to build on their emotional  
vocabulary. 

If you have any questions regarding the  
Respectful Relationships program please feel  
welcome to touch base with me…I am  
available for a chat when I’m in on a  
Tuesday. 

 



Welcome BBQ—Thursday 3rd February 



2022 Grade 3 –6  

2022 Prep—Grade 2  



Stella, Hudson, Alby, Aliya, Eleni, Maddie, Bobby 

Blake, Mina, Seb, Tessa, Indi, Ella, Aurora, Psalmody 

Bodhi, Thomas, Roy, Riley, Zoe, Imogen 

Prep 2022 



A huge thank you to those families who came and helped move the piles of dirt from around 

the science room. We truly appreciate the support from our school community in helping us 

with projects around the school. 

 

We would also like to thank Rob Lidgerwood and Luke Fitzpatrick for coordinating the removal 

of the wooden playground from the front of the school after being deemed unsafe in our  

playground audit last year. 

Congratulations Flick 

Another tournament another win.  
Warrnambool Telstra Junior Seaside Classic 
Tournament - Under 12 Div 1 Premiers. 

On Saturday Colac Kookas lost to Hamilton in 
a big walkover but fought back to win against 
Warrnambool and Portland in the next two 
games. 

On Sunday in the Semi Finals Kookas won 
convincingly against Portland to come up 
again against Hamilton in the Grand Final. The 
girls lead most of the game by a few points 
and ran away with the win in the final few 
minutes. Amazing team work Kookas. 

We wish Flick all the best in Horsham this weekend! 



 

Orders MUST BE placed via 

QuickCliq by 9am on  

Thursday morning.  

Late orders will not be accepted 

by QuickcCliq or by  

the General Store. 

Please note—if doing a  

bank transfer for credit,  

this can take up to 3 days  

to appear on your  

QuickCliq account. 


