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Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 

of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 

be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK ...  

Welcome back to Birregurra Primary School for 2022. I hope you have all 
enjoyed a wonderful break and are energised and refreshed ready for 
the new school year. 

A very special welcome to our new students and their families. This 

morning, 21 preps commenced their primary school journey and it was 

wonderful to see parents and grandparents celebrate this very special 

starting point for their children.  

In addition to our new preps, we also welcome some new students and 
families to our school. Welcome Emme (Year 2) & Daisy (Year 5) & Elodie 
(Year 3) & Genesa (Year 5). We trust you will all settle in quickly and feel 
part of the Birregurra PS family. We are excited and privileged to be part of your children’s educational journey.  

The team here at Birregurra PS are optimistic for the year ahead, though we do not know, nor can we predict, what will be 
ahead for us all this year. We do hope it is a more open and productive environment for all of our community, families, staff 
and most importantly our students.  

Welcome Mr Burrell, Mrs Egan & Miss O’Bree 
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome Mr Alistair Burrell (5/6), Mrs Bree Egan (Education Support) and Miss Kathryn 

O’Bree (Art Specialist) to Birregurra Primary School for 2022. These new team members bring with them a wealth of 

knowledge and skills in the education sector. We are excited to have some new faces at our school and look forward to teach-

ing and learning alongside these professionals. Find out more about Mr Burrell, Mrs Egan and Miss O’Bree in today’s news-

letter.  

 

COVID-19 restrictions 
We are acutely aware that there are many and varied opinions of how COVID-19 should be handled in our general community. 
We will always follow Government advice and the COVID-19 operations guide distributed by the department so that we re-
main consistent with how we operate during this time. 

Please find below a list of current requirements as outlined in the school’s operations guide: 

• Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception (with limited ex-
ceptions) to enter school buildings 

• Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school and Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) pro-
grams, unless a lawful exception applies. Students must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to 
wear masks outside. 

• Visitors to schools aged 8 and above must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless a lawful exception applies. 
• Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to wear a face mask indoors at school. 
• Students, staff and contractors/visitors should bring their own face mask. Single-use face masks for staff, students or 

visitors who do not have their own or for masks that get damaged/soiled or require replacement will be available. 

 



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

RAT testing kits were distributed to families on Friday afternoon. Twice-a-week testing is strongly recommended for both stu-
dents and staff. We recommend testing on Mondays and Thursdays. Students and staff do the tests at home; only COVID-
positive results must be reported. Parents must report a COVID-positive result to the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; 
this is so the school can support you, record that the student will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the 
school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. A positive result 
must also be reported to the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 
centre on 1800 675 398. 

 
Child Vaccination Clinic 

Colac Area Health will run a Children’s Vaccination Clinic (5-11yr olds) at Birregurra Primary School on Friday 11th February. 
Appointments are available from 9:00am on this day and are available in 5-minute intervals. Please phone Mrs Leigh in the 
office to book an appointment time.  
 

Drop Off & Pick Up Times  
Please see below some important information to keep everyone safe when dropping off and picking up your child/ren.  

 Drop off and pick up times are very busy times at our school. The back car park is a particularly busy place. We 
encourage all parents to drop off and pick up as quickly as you can each morning and night to free up parks for 
other families.  

 If students are going home by car, they are to stay inside the school yard until their transport arrives. Once they 
leave the school grounds, please ensure they move to the car and get in. Students running unsupervised be-
tween, or behind, parked cars is a concern.  

 Students and parents moving to cars should use the nature strip or circular footpath to access their cars. Parents 
and/or students crossing the centre of the car park are at risk of being hit by moving cars.  

 If you are walking, we ask that you please refrain from standing on the path that leads to the back gate as this is 
the main exit for lots of our students on bikes and scooters and it can get very congested at times.  

 If you, or your child, are riding scooters or bikes to school, it is a requirement that you all wear helmets. It is real-
ly important that we model the expected road safety laws and behaviours to our students.  

 Classes start at 9am sharp. We would appreciate it if children can arrive at school between 8.40am and 9am. We 
understand that sometimes things don’t always go to plan however late arrivals disrupt student learning time.  

 Please note that the school yard is not supervised until 8.40am each morning. We ask that students arrive after 
this time. If a student needs to arrive before this time for some reason please contact us to let us know.   

 School finishes for students at 3.15pm. It would be greatly appreciated if you could ensure you are here at this 
time, if you are picking your child/ren up. Remember, if you are late, give us a call. We are always willing to help 
out. The students will be supervised in the main building until you arrive.  

 All dogs are to be kept on a leash and preferably kept out of the school grounds. I know that everyone believes 
their dog won’t bite, but sometimes animal behaviours can be unpredictable, especially around children. If your 
child would like to bring a pet for a visit, please discuss this with the class teacher.  

 

Student Attendance  

It is important that your child/ren comes to school as often as possible. If they are late, or absent, they do miss important 
learning time. I do realise that there are many valid reasons why your child will not be at school, but please try and ensure that 
they are not away too often or for trivial reasons. This could mean scheduling appointments etc, out of school hours, if conven-
ient. Obviously, if your child is sick then they do need to stay at home.  

Department regulations require our school to know where your child is each day. Please notify the school each morning if your 
child is not going to be at school. You can do this via:  

 A phone call to school  

 An email to the school email address  

 Message via Xuno (this seems to be a very effective means of notification)  

 

If you know your child is going to have an extended absence (ongoing illness or family holiday), please let us know so that 
teachers can organise an Absence Learning Plan. Thanks for your support with this! 

 
 



 

XUNO App 

XUNO is our school’s main communication app. Please ensure you have connected to this in order to receive important updates 

and information. Please logon and complete the start of year permissions (Consent Form and SeeSaw) under Events, Camps & 

Excursions by Friday 11th February.  If you have any trouble connecting, please contact the office.   

Updated Asthma, Allergy & Anaphylaxis Plans  

Each year we require parents/carers to provide an updated Asthma, Allergy and/or Anaphylaxis plans. The most recent infor-
mation ensures that we follow plans accordingly. If your child’s plan is more than 12 months old, we ask that you please pro-
vide an updated plan as soon as possible.  We also require an in-date reliever and/or EpiPen/AnaPen to be kept at school. If 
you are unsure of the expiry date of your child’s medication, please contact the office.  

If your child has an Asthma, Allergy and/or Anaphylaxis Plan and you have not notified the school of this, please do so as soon 
as possible. 

Medications  

Any medication that your child needs whilst at school needs to be bought to the office by an adult and appropriate paperwork 
completed. If you have any questions please see Mrs Leigh in the office.  

Holiday Works 

Over the holidays we began repairs on the unused portable known to many as the ‘Science room’. The first step was the 
restumping. This has now been completed and we will now begin restoring the inside of this building. Once restored this will 
provide an extra learning space for our staff and students to teach and learn.  

Assembly  

In 2022, assembly will be held each Monday afternoon on a fortnightly basis during the odd week of Term 1. Our first assembly 
will be held on Monday 7th February. Where possible assembly will be held outside to allow parents to attend with Covidsafe 
practices in place. Unfortunately, current rules will not accommodate parents if assembly needs to move indoors. Families will 
be notified on the day via Xuno if this is the case and a link provided to join assembly online!  

Welcome BBQ – Thursday 3rd February – 5pm   

This Thursday is our annual school Welcome BBQ. This night is a great opportunity for our new families to meet existing mem-
bers of the school community and enjoy an informal catch up. Please see flyer in this newsletter for more details. We look for-
ward to seeing you there! 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club is back in 2022 thanks to the support of Foodbank Victoria. Breakfast Club will run each Tuesday morning com-
mencing at 8:15am from Tuesday March 1st following the delivery of our first order. All students are welcome to attend.  
 

Student Dress Code Policy 

At our final school council meeting of the 2021 school year, school council endorsed a revised school uniform policy after con-
sultation. At BPS we believe that a uniform promotes a sense of belonging, equality and school pride. Student equality and 
safety are the guiding principles of the BPS Student Dress Code.  The new policy and guidelines have been developed to ensure 
equality among students and that students are dressed appropriately and safely for school activities.  Please note students are 
not permitted to wear decorative jewellery to school. Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, and watches, are the only 
acceptable jewellery. Please take the time to read the policy included in today’s newsletter.   
 

Privacy Reminder  

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement available on our school website by clicking on the fol-
lowing link Privacy Collection Notice. 
For more information about privacy, please see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/privacy_collection_notice.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child will be absent. 

Reminders 

 PREP students do not come to school on Wednesdays throughout February. 

 Our Welcome BBQ is this Thursday 3rd February  

 Parents of bus travellers - if there is a risk to students on the bus run – e.g. fire, floods etc., the bus will not run. 
Students will be supervised at school until it is safe for parents to come and collect them. We liaise closely with 
the Emergency Management Unit and Hutchinson’s bus lines at all times. Please do not travel to pick up students 
until it is safe to do so.  

Thanks  

My thanks to our staff who have done a fabulous job in preparing for the return of our students. Our work areas are welcom-

ing and ready for some solid learning. Thanks too, to all of our parents and carers who have navigated a path back to school 

ready for what we all hope will be a better year. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful week.  If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact either 

myself, the office or your child’s teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible out-

comes for your children. We value your input and are committed to making our school the best it can be – safe, fair and 

friendly for everyone. 

Kind Regards, 

Jess Kattwinkel & team  

 

Dates for the diary … 
     

 

 

Monday 31st January All students return to school 

Wednesday 2nd February No Prep students 

Thursday 3rd February Welcome BBQ 5:00pm 

Monday 7th February Assembly 2:45pm 
P-2 Parent Info Session 6:00pm 

Wednesday 9th February No Prep students 
3-6 Parent Info Session 6:00pm 

Friday 11th February Vaccination Clinic @ Birre PS (5-11 year old’s) 
Leadership Speeches 2:45pm 

Wednesday 16th February No Prep students 

Monday 21st February Assembly 2:45pm 
School Council meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 23rd February No Prep students 
GMHBA Student Leadership Program (selected 

students) 

Tuesday 1st March Breakfast Club begins @ 8:15am 

Friday 4th March Clean Up Australia Day 

Monday 4th March Assembly 2:45pm 

Tuesday 8th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Monday 14th March Labour Day Public Holiday – No school 

Tuesday 15th March Breakfast Club @ 8:15am 

Thursday 17th March Polwarth Sports – more details to come 



First of all a big HELLO! I cannot tell you how excited I am to be joining Birregurra Primary 

School and getting to be the new Year 5/6 teacher for 2022. It truly is going to be a great 

year and it is going to be amazing to get to know every one. I have been a teacher for 9 years 

teaching up in Werribee and have taught Year 5 & 6 on many occasions. 

In my spare time when I am not teaching, I love to be active and get outside. I love  

playing all types of different sports including AFL, Swimming and Cricket. I played in a CDFNL 

Premiership for Forrest in 2012, which was a big highlight for me. I love the beach and before 

I became a teacher, I was a professional lifeguard and worked at lots of  

different beaches over summer. 

Travelling is one of my favourite activities and I have been lucky to travel to lots of cool places 

around the world. I love spending time with my family and have a wife (Rhiannon) and three 

children (Malakai 10, Elijah 8 and Matilda 2). 

I hope that you have all had a nice break and I cannot wait to become a part of the  

Birregurra community.  

Mr. Alistair Burrell 

 

My name is Mrs Bree Egan and  I am very excited to join the Birregurra PS  

community in my role as Education Support in the Grade 5/6 classroom.  

Here is a little bit about myself. My Family is made up of my husband, our four  

beautiful children and I. My everyday mum life is busy! My children have me  

running after them day to day, mainly for their sports activities. Our playful  

Labrador named Bix added to our family 2 years ago and is pretty cute and full of 

energy.  

On the rare occasion I do manage to get some spare time, I like to shop, along with 

exercise to help de stress and be healthy.   

I have been working casually around the Colac Schools for the past 2 years. I am 

looking forward to settling in to the Birregurra PS and getting to know every-

one.  Mrs. Bree Egan 

 
 
 

Hello! My name Is Miss O’Bree and I will be filling in for Miss Jess whilst she is spending some precious time with her family. I am very 

excited to be taking on this role as I LOVE Art and Craft. I particularly enjoy 

getting messy and one of my favourite things is letting kids express their  

creativity in their own unique ways. I have worked as a Primary School teacher 

for some time now and the past few years I have worked as a relief teacher. 

This means that I am pretty familiar with working across different schools and 

remembering A LOT of names and faces… well trying to! It also means that I 

am lucky enough to know a lot of the students from Birregurra PS already �  

When I am not teaching, I love spending time in nature with my animals and 

my partner. I live on a small property in Yeodene with my 4 horses and 3 

dogs. I love going for bushwalks in the Otways with my pups and one of my 

other favourite things to do is to take them camping. I also enjoy reading 

books that help me to learn new things. Eating yummy food and getting lots of 

sleep also help me to keep a smile on my face! 

I am looking forward to working with you all and can’t wait to see your  

creativity flow in 2022! Miss. Kathryn O’Bree 

 
 

Hiking in Nepal 



Welcome BBQ! 
 

 
 

Birregurra Primary School would like to invite you to our 

‘Welcome BBQ’ on Thursday 3rd of February at 5:00pm. All 

attendees are required to meet vaccination requirements 

and sign in using the QR code on arrival. Families are asked 

to bring along their own drinks, meat to BBQ, and a salad if 

they wish.  

(Unfortunately, no sharing of food between families is permitted –  

Covid Safe practices will be in place!)  

 

 It’s a wonderful opportunity to connect with other families 

and those new to the Birregurra Primary School community. 

We look forward to seeing you on the 3rd of February to  

celebrate and welcome in the 2022 school year. 



 

Wishing the following  

students a very Happy Birthday 

this week… 

February 

3rd Psalmody T 

           Ollie D 

4th Ezra F 

5th Jackson S 

 

 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

Over the school holidays, one of our Grade 6  
students—Felicity, was part of the Colac Kookas  

representative basketball team  who won the Bendigo 
Junior Under 12 Div 1 Championships. 

The Kookas played a round robin across Bendigo where 
they came up and won against Ballarat, Portland & 

Swan Hill, but lost by 1 point to Bendigo finishing 3rd 
on the Ladder.  

They advanced and won against Echuca in the Semi fi-
nal with a convincing win. This was followed by a very 

tough game where they trailed most of the game in 
the Grand final to Ballarat but over took them with a 
few final foul shots and  won by 3 points to take the 

championship.  

A huge congratulations to Felicity and her team on 
their Championship win! 








