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From the Principal’s Desk 
  A very warm welcome to all families of BPS for the 2023 

school year. I trust that you have had a wonderful and 
relaxing summer break with family and friends and are 
energised and refreshed ready for the new school year. 

A very special welcome to our new students and their 
families. This morning, 20 preps commenced their primary 

school journey and it was wonderful to see parents celebrate 
this very special start to primary education for their children.  

In addition to our new preps, we also welcome some new students and families to our school. 
Welcome to Van (Year 1), Fletcher (Year 2) & George (Year 2). We trust you will all settle in 
quickly and feel part of the Birregurra PS family. We are excited and privileged to be part of 
your children’s educational journey.  

It’s always wonderful at the start of the year to see the children renewing friendships, settling 
into new classrooms, getting to know their new teachers and participating in engaging learning 
activities that the teachers have prepared over the holidays for them. I commend our teachers 
for the work they have done over the holidays to ensure a positive start to the school year. 
 

Holiday Works 
Over the summer holidays there has been some fabulous progress with our capital works 
project. Our staffroom has been moved and excavation and levelling works completed for the 
new main building. We have also had underground electrical works completed to each of our 
current buildings. Obviously with works now well underway, there will be some minor 
organisational changes. These have been communicated to students today so that they know 
where to line up and the appropriate external doors to utilise. Building work areas are out of 
bounds to everyone and are cordoned off with temporary fencing. Parents wishing to access 
the building should do so via the main office door.  

Our wellbeing room (formerly known as the Science room) has also had works completed 
during the holiday period. At the end of the year, PGL builders completed internal works 
including painting. Massive thanks to Paul and Luke Grucza for their support in getting this 
done. Painting was also completed of the exterior in January. Blinds and carpet are scheduled 
for early February and will complete this room ready for use. It has been a very long time since 
this room has been used so we are very much looking forward to having it a useable space for 
teaching and learning once again.  
 

Welcome Miss McGregor, Miss Riseley & Mrs Kara-Cozens 
I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome Miss Liesel McGregor (3/4), Miss Chloe Riseley 
(2/3) and Mrs Jo Kara-Cozens (Art Specialist) to Birregurra Primary School for 2023. These new 
team members bring with them a wealth of knowledge and skills in the education sector. We 
are excited to have some new faces at our school and look forward to teaching and learning 
alongside these professionals. We thought it would be great to start the year off celebrating 
these fabulous new role models for our students. They share their story on the following page. 
 
 
 

 Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 
‘Living & Learning Together’ 

 Term 1, Week 1 – 30th January 2023 

Birregurra Primary School is a 
child safe organisation which 
welcomes all children, young 

people and their families. 

We are committed to 
providing environments where 
our students are safe and feel 
safe, where their participation 

is valued, their views 
respected, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Our child 

safe policies, strategies and 
practices are inclusive of the 

needs of all children and 
students. 

We have no tolerance for child 
abuse and take proactive 

steps to identify and manage 
any risks of harm to students 
in our school environments. 

Particular attention is given to 
the child safety needs of 

Aboriginal students, those 
from culturally and 
linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, international 
students, students with 

disabilities, those unable to 
live at home, children and 

young people who identify as 
LGBTIQ+ and other students 

experiencing risk or 
vulnerability. 

Child safety is a shared 
responsibility.  

 

 
Our Vision 

An inclusive community that 
supports and encourages a 

love of learning and the skills 
and mindset to thrive. 

 

Our School Values  
Community - growing 

positive partnerships between 
school, home and the broader 
community 
Aspire - setting goals and 

purposefully working towards 
their achievement 
Respect - for self, others, 

learning and our environment 
Excellence - striving for the 

highest personal achievement 
in all aspects of schooling. 

School Councillors – Kirsty Roberts, Luke Fitzpatrick, Shanti Bock, Claire Leeson, Rob Lidgerwood, 

 Abbey Gannon, Kelly Dodds, Brendan King, Jaymie Lowe 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Miss McGregor 

Number of years teaching:  21 

What is one of your hidden talents? Photographer 

What would the students be surprised to find out about you? I have trekked in the Himalayas.  

What makes a good day at school? When a student gets "a -ha" moment.  

If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? It is ok not to get things right every 

time, we learn the most from understanding our mistakes.  

How do you remember your students’ names? Repeat, get it wrong, repeat! Keep on trying.  

What is your first memory from your school days? Walking into my Prep classroom feeling so special in my 

new school dress.  

How do you think students will remember you and your class? A teacher who cares and loves to read.

Name: Miss Riseley 
Number of years teaching:  Starting my teaching journey now as I’ve just graduated from uni! 
What is one of your hidden talents? I’ve been told I read very fast. 
What would the students be surprised to find out about you? I’m from a small country town too, 
I grew up in Gippsland.  
What makes a good day at school? A good day at school involves learning, fun and respecting  
everyone around you.  
If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? Follow your interests! If you love 
something, stick to it.  
How do you remember your students’ names? Lots of repeating and rhyming! It helps when I know someone 
else with the same name.  
What is your first memory from your school days? Getting in trouble for hoarding the coloured pencils in prep. 
I learnt to share very quickly!   
How do you think students will remember you and your class? I hope they remember having fun and tricks that 
help their learning!  
 
 
 
 
Name: Mrs K-C 
Number of years teaching:  I have been teaching for MANY years. I trained in the UK, headed  
out here to Australia on a one year working visa in 2000...and never returned! 
What is one of your hidden talents? I can tap dance (badly)! 
What would the students be surprised to find out about you? I have a love of all thing’s theatre. 
When I was younger it was being on the stage, now I am happier backstage. 🙂 
What makes a good day at school? I love learning, so a day at school filled with laughter and learning amongst 
enthusiastic little people is just the best for me. 
If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? Be you. You are enough. 
How do you remember your students’ names? This is going to be an enormous task for me! However, I love 
embracing the uniqueness of each of my learners, quirks, mannerisms and characters. I will remember these and 
sometimes give them a nickname as a term of endearment. 
What is your first memory from your school days? I'm not sure it is a first memory, but one of my favourite 
memories is the love I felt for my recorder teacher. Her name was Mrs Mermaid. 
How do you think students will remember you and your class?  Hmm! I do hope that my learners remember 
me by my welcoming smile and that our time together is filled with fun ways to learn, but not so much that I 
am always misplacing things, my drink bottle, my keys, my laptop...! 
 
 
 



 

 

Drop Off & Pick Up Times  
Please see below some important information to keep everyone safe when dropping off and picking up your child/ren.  

➢ Drop off and pick up times are very busy times at our school. The back car park is a particularly busy place. We 
encourage all parents to drop off and pick up as quickly as you can each morning and afternoon to free up 
parks for other families.  

➢ If students are going home by car, they are to stay inside the school yard until their transport arrives. Once 
they leave the school grounds, please ensure they move to the car and get in. Students running unsupervised 
between, or behind, parked cars is a concern.  

➢ Students and parents moving to cars should use the nature strip or circular footpath to access their cars. 
Parents and/or students crossing the centre of the car park are at risk of being hit by moving cars.  

➢ If you are walking, we ask that you please refrain from standing on the path that leads to the back gate as this 
is the main exit for lots of our students on bikes and scooters and it can get very congested at times.  

➢ If you, or your child are riding scooters or bikes to school, it is a requirement that you all wear helmets. It is 
really important that we model the expected road safety laws and behaviours to our students.  

➢ Classes start at 9am sharp. We would appreciate it if children can arrive at school between 8.40am and 9am. 
We understand that sometimes things don’t always go to plan however late arrivals can disrupt student 
learning time.  

➢ Students arriving after 9am should report to the office first. Office staff will record their attendance as a late 
arrival, provide a late pass and students will then go to class. 

➢ Please note that the school yard is not supervised until 8.40am each morning. We ask that students arrive after 
this time. If a student needs to arrive before this time for some reason please contact us to let us know.  Before 
school care is available in the Multi-Purpose room with TheirCare. Bookings available at 
https://theircare.com.au 

➢ School finishes for students at 3.15pm. It would be greatly appreciated if you could ensure you are here at this 
time, if you are picking your child/ren up. Remember, if you are late, give us a call. We are always willing to 
help out. The students will be supervised in the main building until you arrive.  

➢ All dogs are to be kept on a leash and preferably kept out of the school grounds. If your child would like to 
bring a pet for a visit, please discuss this with the class teacher.  
 

Student Attendance  
It is important that your child/ren comes to school as often as possible. If they are late, or absent, they do miss 
important learning time. I do realise that there are many valid reasons why your child will not be at school, but please 
try and ensure that they are not away too often or for trivial reasons. This could mean scheduling appointments etc, 
out of school hours, if convenient. Obviously, if your child is sick then they do need to stay at home.  

Department regulations require our school to know where your child is each day. Please notify the school each morning 
if your child is not going to be at school. You can do this via:  

➢ A phone call to school  

➢ An email to the school email address birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

➢ Message via Xuno or SeeSaw (these seem to be a very effective means of notification)  

If you know your child is going to have an extended absence (ongoing illness or family holiday), please let us know so 
that teachers can organise an Absence Learning Plan. Thanks for your support with this! 
 

XUNO App 
XUNO is our school’s main communication app. New families to our school should have received a welcome email. 
Please ensure you have connected to this to receive important updates and information. It is also used to book 
appointments and fill in permission forms. Please note there will be a range of start of year permissions for families to 
complete. Please log on as soon as possible to complete these. If you have any trouble connecting, please contact the 
office.  
 
 
 

https://theircare.com.au/
mailto:birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

Staff Wellbeing  
Staff work life balance is a priority at BPS. Our staff are incredibly present with all students when they are at school. 
They work hard to make sure students are engaged in their learning, safe and cared for. At the end of each school day 
our staff go home to their families to be present with them and to recharge so they can work at their best for your 
children. We ask that you please support staff work life balance by avoiding contact through Seesaw/XUNO before 8am 
and after 5pm and please refrain from contacting staff on their private phones. If an urgent matter arises, you are 
welcome to contact me through a message on XUNO or an email to jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au.  We also 
invite concerns/queries. We will always listen and work out the best plan to move forward. 
 

Updated Asthma, Allergy & Anaphylaxis Plans  
Each year we require parents/carers to provide an updated Asthma, Allergy and/or Anaphylaxis plans. The most recent 
information ensures that we follow plans accordingly. If your child’s plan is more than 12 months old, we ask that you 
please provide an updated plan as soon as possible.  We also require an in-date reliever and/or Epipen/Anapen to be 
kept at school. If you are unsure of the expiry date of your child’s medication, please contact the office.  

If your child has an Asthma, Allergy and/or Anaphylaxis Plan and you have not notified the school of this, please do so 
as soon as possible. 
 

Medications  
Any medication that your child needs whilst at school needs to be bought to the office by an adult and appropriate 
paperwork completed. If you have any questions, please see Mrs Leigh in the office.  
 

Assembly  
In 2023, assembly will be held on a Friday afternoon on a fortnightly basis during the even weeks of Term 1. Our first 
assembly will be held on Friday 3rd February at 2:45pm.  
 

Welcome BBQ – Wednesday 8th February – 5pm   
All BPS families are invited to our annual school Welcome BBQ to be held on Wednesday 8th February at 5:00pm. This 
is a great opportunity for our new families to meet existing members of the school community and enjoy an informal 
catch up. Please see flyer in this newsletter for more details. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

House Sports (Athletics) Save The Date  
Our House Sports this year will be held on Thursday March 2nd. This is a great family day event and we encourage 
everyone to come along on the day. More information regarding times, etc will follow in upcoming newsletters. 
Students will be busy practising in their PE/Sports sessions with Mr King this term. 
 

Student Dress Code Policy 
At BPS we believe that a uniform promotes a sense of belonging, equality and school pride. Student equality and safety 
are the guiding principles of the BPS Student Dress Code.  The Student Dress policy and guidelines have been developed 
to ensure equality among students and that students are dressed appropriately and safely for school activities.  I 
encourage you to take the time to read our Student Dress Code policy available on our school website or by clicking on 
the following link. Birregurra PS Student Dress Code policy  
A friendly reminder that all students must wear a wide brimmed school hat in Term 1 outside – PE, sport, recess, and 
lunch as per our SunSmart policy.  
 

Named Clothing  
Parents are asked to ensure that clothing is clearly named. If you have second hand clothes, please check that the 
name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the correct owners. 
Thanks in advance for your support with this.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:jessica.kattwinkel@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/student_dress_code__2021.pdf


 

 

Privacy Reminder  
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions 
or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement available on our school website by clicking on 
the following link Collection statement - Primary School, privacy information for parents, guardians and carers. 
For more information about privacy, please see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – Information for parents.  
 

Reminders 
➢ PREP students do not come to school on Wednesdays throughout February. 
➢ Our Welcome BBQ is on Wednesday 8th February  
➢ Outside School Hours Care recommences today and is available 5 days a week. Bookings at 

https://theircare.com.au 
➢ Parents of bus travellers - if there is a risk to students on the bus run – e.g. fire, floods etc., the bus will not 

run. Students will be supervised at school until it is safe for parents to collect them. We liaise closely with the 
Emergency Management Unit and Hutchinson’s bus lines at all times. Please do not travel to pick up students 
until it is safe to do so.  

Thanks  
My thanks to our staff who have done a fabulous job in preparing for the return of our students. Our work areas are 
welcoming and ready for some solid learning. Thanks too, to all of our parents and carers for ensuring students have 
returned to school ready to learn.  

Wishing everyone a wonderful week.  If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact 
either myself, the office or your child’s teacher. Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best 
possible outcomes for your children. We value your input and are committed to making our school the best it can be – 
safe, fair and friendly for everyone. 

Kind Regards, 

Jess Kattwinkel & team ☺ 

Dates for the diary … 

Friday 27th January  - Staff return to school for 2023  
Monday 30th January  - Students first day of school  

- TheirCare re-opens for 2023 
Wednesday 1st February  - No school for Preps  
Friday 3rd February  - Assembly 2:45pm  
Monday 6th February  - P-2 Parent Information session 6:00pm  
Wednesday 8th February  - No school for Preps  

- Welcome BBQ 5:00pm – All welcome  
Monday 13th February  - 3-6 Parent Information session 6:00pm  
Friday 17th February  - Leadership speeches  

- Assembly 2:45pm  
Monday 20th February - School Council 6:30pm  
Friday 24th February  - Curriculum Day – no school for students  
Tuesday 28th February  - Breakfast Club begins for 2023 @ 8:15am  
Thursday 2nd March  - House Sports  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/privacy_collection_notice.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://theircare.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello from the Health and Wellbeing Leader! 

A little bit about me. For those of you I am yet to have the pleasure of meeting this is my 10th 

year teaching at Birre. I have taught all grade levels except Foundation and have been the Phys Ed 

teacher for 5 years. Outside of teaching I’m married with 4 children in secondary school and live in 

Torquay. I am often asked why I work so far from, my response simply being, I love the supportive 

nature of the Birregurra community and truly believe we have the perfect balance of academic, social/ 

emotional and specialist programs anywhere.  

Our C.A.R.E values statement sums up who we are at Birre and why I love working here so much. 

Community - growing positive partnerships between school, home and the broader community 

Aspire - setting goals and purposefully working towards their achievement 

Respect - for self, others, learning and our environment 

Excellence - striving for the highest personal achievement in all aspects of schooling. 

 

This year I step outside the classroom [except for my Phys Ed teaching] and will assume the position 

of Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader. In this role I am responsible for co-ordinating and facilitating 

many initiatives across the school. My role is flexible and will evolve as the year progresses. In 

addition to other areas, I will be responsible for ensuring an inclusive, safe and harmonious environment 

exists that fosters the best learning outcomes for all students. A component of my role will also be 

community inclusion. I encourage feedback from all corners of the community in regard to the 

development of programs that may fit my role. 

You can expect regular communication and correspondence from me through the newsletter and social 

media platforms. I look forward to meeting the new families and catching up with those I am already 

acquainted with at the welcome BBQ on Wednesday, February 8th at 5:00pm. 

Your health is your wealth,  

Brendan King 

 

 


