
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
SENIOR LEARNING COMMUNITY 2022 

 

 
STAFF 

Acting Principal: Jessica Kattwinkel  

Business Manager: Kate Leigh 

Prep: Alison McDonald  Art Specialist: Kathryn O’Bree 

Year 1/2L: Jaymie Lowe Library Specialist: Kristin MacKinlay 

Year 1/2K:  Brendan King / Donna Williams Italian: Ann-Maree Convery 

Year 3/4: Genevieve Erskine PE: Brendan King 

Year 5/6: Alistair Burrell Chaplain: Suzanne Bath 

Tutoring/Education Support: Hannah Zappelli Music: Louise Brown 

Education Support: Jody Coridas and Bree Egan 

 



Welcome to our innovative and active 

Senior Learning Community! 
 

Our Philosophy 
Motto: 

Living and Learning Together           

Vision: 

To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive practices 

ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

Mission: 

In order to fulfil this vision, we nurture our students to: 

•  be independent lifelong learners who are well equipped to meet the challenges of an ever 

changing world 

•  think and learn through problem solving 

•  achieve personal success and excellence 

•  demonstrate ethical, social and environmental responsibility 

•  be active, happy, engaged and productive citizens 

At Birregurra Primary School we value: 

• integrity in all our actions, words and endeavours 

• commitment to each other and persisting in all that we do 

• respect for ourselves, each other and the environment 

• responsibility for our own learning and behaviour 

• tolerance to accept and value differences in others 

• cooperation and teamwork - learning together to achieve the best possible outcomes for all 

 

 



We apply these values in our everyday dealings with each other and in the  

development of our programs and policies. In our school community these values are 

demonstrated when: 

• learners are at the centre of our teaching and learning 

• teaching and learning programs encourage deep 

understanding and a sense of the importance of learning 

• students have the opportunity to learn in a positive, caring 

environment and are encouraged to become self-motivated, 

life-long learners 

• all students are encouraged to achieve their personal best 

in all that they do 

• members of the school community show great confidence in 

one another and themselves 

• students, teachers and parents feel that they are always treated fairly 

• students are encouraged to work cooperatively and collaboratively with their peers and other 

members of the school community, and to be active and responsible citizens 

 

  

 

 

 

 



What is a Senior Learning 

Community? 

The Senior Learning Community at Birregurra Primary School (BPS) consists of students in 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. Generally, students range in age from 9 to 13 years. We encourage and 

support our student’s individual strengths and interests. We address their learning needs as 

unique individuals and take care to provide tasks that are authentic, relevant and engaging. 

Each student’s interests, stage of development and individual learning goals are catered for. 

We ensure that students are working toward a Victorian or Australian Curriculum Standard 

that is developmentally appropriate.  

  

While students at BPS are supported to achieve their personal best, they are also encouraged 

to work together and share ideas and understandings as successful learning team members. 

Our students are provided with opportunities to further develop skills in communication and 

negotiation. We encourage our students to perform leadership roles confidently and 

responsibly.  

In 2022 our Senior Learning Community students are supported by Alistair Burrell and Bree 

Egan (Year 5/6) and Genevieve Erskine and Jody Coridas (Year 3/4).  

 

 

 

  



Respectful Relationships 
 

 

 

 

In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Victorian 

Curriculum from Foundation to year 12, and is being taught in all government and Catholic 

schools and many independent schools. 

Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know 

that changes in attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours 

and equality are embedded in our education settings. 

Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our 

entire community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. 

This approach leads to positive impacts on student’s academic outcomes, their mental 

health, classroom behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students. 

Curriculum content includes: 

● Emotional Literacy 

● Personal strengths 

● Positive coping 

● Problem solving 

● Stress management 

● Help seeking 

● Gender and identity 

● Positive gender relationships 

 

 

  



Chaplaincy Program 
The Chaplain’s role includes the pastoral care for the members of school and wider 

community. Responding to issues and critical incidents as they arise, as well as 

facilitating proactive relationship building, small group delivery and programs to ensure 

improved wellbeing outcomes for young people and their communities. 

Chaplaincy’s role within the school community is to provide the link needed between 

the physical, psychological and spiritual wellbeing of the students, parents/caregivers 

and teaching staff, ensuring that a holistic approach is undertaken as it seeks to 

produce resilient, resourceful, competent and successful individuals.  As chaplain, 

duties include (but are not limited to): 

● Building relationships and being present in the school community 
● Pastorally caring for all members of the school community 
● Implementation of preventative and proactive programs 
● Promoting thinking about spiritual wellbeing 
● Supporting classroom activities or individual students in class 
● Assist on school excursions or camps if required 
● As needed accompany child or parent to mediation and or court appearances 

liaise with various service providers and local councils 
● Home visits if essential to the child’s wellbeing 
● Understand and develop appropriate boundaries 
● Offering ministry at times of significant events 
● Intervention and trauma support in crises and emergencies. 

 
Chaplains deal with a wide range of issues, including: 

● behaviour management; 
● social relationship issues such as anger, peer 

relationships, loneliness and bullying; 
● family relationship issues; 
● the development of the self - sense of purpose, self-esteem, and mental health; 
● the involvement of students in the community; 
● addressing issues of social inclusion and racism. 

 

As a pastoral carer, duties also include informal or spontaneous conversations that 

have a pastoral intent, appointments or referrals with people seeking help.                                                                      

In 2022, our Chaplain, Suzanne Bath, will continue to work alongside teachers 

incorporating mindfulness strategies and group work specific to identified needs. 



Classroom Agreement/Core Values 
  

At the beginning of the year, each class or Learning Community develops a classroom 

agreement. 

Some key elements included are: 

Get Along by- 

·        Being tolerant of others (accepting each other’s 

differences) 

·        Thinking first (thinking about my reactions and 

the consequences) 

·        Playing by the rules 

Be Confident by-  

·        Accepting myself (everyone is worthwhile and everyone is different) 

·        Taking new risks (try new things, even if I can’t do them at first) 

·        Being independent (not worry about what others think) 

Be Persistent by- 

·        Giving effort (understanding that the harder I try, the more successful I will be) 

·        Working tough (understanding that sometimes I have to do things that are boring 

or not as much fun) 

Be Organised by- 

·        Setting goals (both long term and short term) 

·        Planning my time (getting everything finished) 

Be Resilient by- 

·        Keeping things in perspective (using the catastrophe scale) 

·        Using Positive self-talk (thinking rational thoughts) 

 



Restorative Practice 

Restorative circle time takes place in all classrooms and the playground, as needed. The 

purpose of this circle time is to help students ‘own’ their behaviour and ‘fix up’ any unresolved 

issues that may have taken place. It provides each student with a voice, in a forum that they 

trust. Students are supported to become problem solvers and take ownership of problems 

and challenges. 

  

How does Restorative Practice Work? 

When something happens our old habits taught us to ask: 

Who is to blame? 

What rule did they break? 

What is the punishment? 

Our new habits are grounded in the principle that when something happens, it harms and 

damages relationships. We ask a different set of questions: 

What happened? 

Who has been hurt/affected? 

What do we need to do to fix things? 

Our new habits are restorative. Our new habits are: inclusive, create community, develop 

problem solving around day to day difficulties, build confidence and embrace the concepts of 

being safe, fair and friendly. 

  

  

  



What are we learning in our 

Senior Learning Community? 

Project Based Learning - Let’s Investigate! 
  

Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills 

by working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an engaging and 

complex question, problem, or challenge. It comprises of research based investigations that 

integrate topics from across the curriculum. Research based projects incorporate individual, 

paired or group investigations carried out by the students each term. Together, learning 

intentions, focuses and timelines are determined. This process of negotiation provides 

students with choice about their projects and ensures high levels of student engagement 

and ownership of their learning. 

Effective inquiry: 

 Challenges students to think deeply, more of the time 

 Teaches students about thinking 

 Deliberately provokes curiosity and wonderment 

 Invites students' voices into the learning process 

 Helps students make connections between the 'known' and the 'new' 

 Explicitly teaches the skills and processes used by researchers 

 Focuses as much on process as they do on content. 

  

 

  

  



Numeracy 
 

Our numeracy program assists students to develop understanding, fluency, 

reasoning and problem solving skills. Maths sessions are planned around the curriculum 

focus areas of number & algebra, measurement & geometry and statistics & probability. 

Students are encouraged to articulate their thinking when explaining their findings in the 

maths learning journals. To cater for a wide range of ability levels, we use open-ended 

tasks or provide different entry points for students working on the same topic. Maths 

sessions include shared, partnered, group and individual learning tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2022 we will use the ‘Essential Assessment’ program to support the development 

of all students in the area numeracy. Essential Assessment is a leading provider of a 

unique Victorian Curriculum model that delivers a whole school approach to formative 

and summative assessment in schools. This program provides a personalised and 

differentiated online assessment and curriculum model that diagnostically assesses 

each student and provides them with aligned curriculum to grow each students’ 

knowledge from their current understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Literacy 
The Daily 5 -   Reading, Writing & Spelling   

 

The Daily 5 is a structure that helps students develop the daily habits of reading, 

writing, spelling, exploring vocabulary and working independently; leading to a 

lifetime of literacy independence.  

VCOP and Big Write in the Senior Learning Community 

 

VCOP and Big Write is a teaching approach that focuses on four main aspects of the 

writing process, Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation (VCOP) and 

provides children with the skills to improve their own writing through self-assessment. 

Big Write: 

Big Write is a celebration of students’ learning. This is conducted each week. The biggest 

difference between Big Write and the ‘everyday’ writing session is the environment. The 

classroom has a different atmosphere. The lights are dim and quiet music is playing. 

Students work quietly while the teacher takes this time to conference with students one to 

one and look at their individual goals. 

Big Talk Homework: 

‘Big Talk Homework’ is sent home the evening before a Big Write session to allow the 

students opportunities to talk about their writing, gain ideas from family and friends and to 

assist in making the most out of their Big Write session. 

 Café Reading Program  

In the Senior Learning Community students begin to move from learning to read, to 

reading to learn. CAFE is an acronym for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and 

Expanding Vocabulary and includes goal-setting with students during individual 

conferences. 



As part of the Café Reading Program, students select ‘Good Fit’ books to read both at 

home and in class. ‘Good Fit’ books are those independently decoded and 

comprehended by students at their individual reading level. This is important if students 

are to progress as readers.  

 

Sound Write Program  

At Birregurra Primary school, Grades P-4 will use the Sounds 

Write phonics program. The Sounds Write program provides 

students with highly structured instructional approach to 

teaching children to read and spell. The Sounds Write 

program teaches the essential skills of blending, segmenting 

and phoneme manipulation.  Daily structured ‘mini lessons’ 

support students to read and spell words with a focus on 

letter formation and handwriting. 

Speaking & Listening 
 

Speaking and listening is crucial to a child’s literacy development (reading, writing and 

spelling). At BPS, we plan for opportunities for students to communicate effectively and 

cooperatively with their peers. We provide learning experiences that encourage language 

development. Question posing & answering, presentations and shared reflection time all 

provide opportunities for students to discuss and explain their learning.  

 

In 2022, we hope to reintroduce the Polwarth 

public speaking competition to further enhance 

the speaking and listening program at Birregurra 

PS. Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions, this 

did not occur last year. Facilitated by the Lions 

Club, this competition provides students with the 

opportunity to engage in a structured event with 

students from neighbouring schools. 

   



Science 
At BPS we utilise the wonderful Primary Connections 5Es teaching 

and learning model and resources. 

The program and term long units are based on an inquiry-orientated 

teaching and learning model. Students use their prior knowledge and 

literacies to develop explanations for their hands-on experiences of 

scientific phenomena. Students have opportunities to represent and 

re-represent their developing understanding. They are engaged 

actively in the learning process. Students develop investigations skills and an 

understanding of the nature of science. 

Teaching and learning progresses through five phases: Engage, Explore, Explain, 

Elaborate and Evaluate. 
 

Engage 

Each unit begins with a lesson that mentally engages students with an activity or 

question. It captures their interest, provides an opportunity for them to express what 

they know about the concept or skill being developed, and helps them to make 

connections between what they know and the new ideas. 

Explore 

Students carry out hands-on activities in which they can explore the concept or 

skill. They grapple with the problem or phenomenon and describe it in their own 

words. This phase allows students to acquire a common set of experiences that they 

can use to help each other make sense of the new concept or skill. 

Explain 

Only after students have explored the concept or skill does the teacher provide the 

concepts and terms used by the students to develop explanations for the phenomenon 

they have experienced. 

Elaborate 

This phase provides opportunities for students to apply what they have learned to 

new situations and so develop a deeper understanding of the concept or greater use 

of the skill. It is important for students to discuss and compare their ideas with each 

other during this phase. 

Evaluate 

The final phase provides an opportunity for students to review and reflect on their 

own learning and new understanding and skills. It is also when students provide 

evidence for changes to their understanding, beliefs and skills. 



Physical Education 

 

Students in the Senior Learning Community all participate in P.E. and 

sport unless they have a parent approved exemption. The P.E. 

program emphasise fitness and skill development as well as promoting 

teamwork, cooperation, and fun. Talented students in the 3-6 

community have the opportunity to represent the school in athletics 

and cross-country beyond Polwarth level [district, region, state] should 

they qualify. They also have the opportunity to participate in round 

robin format programs for netball, football, cricket and basketball. 

 

Further to these opportunities, children 

participate in Sporting Schools programs that have 

previously included basketball, gymnastics, golf, 

yoga and badminton.  
 

 
 

 

STEAM promotes positive early experiences of science, technology, engineering, art and 
maths. It provides our students the skills and capabilities they need now and for the future. 
STEAM touches every aspect of our lives, from our smartphones to the technologies that 
enable us to explore the world around us and outer space. It also drives innovation in our 
fast-changing global economy. To succeed in this environment, and for our students to 
continue to prosper into the future, they need a strong foundation in STEAM. 

  



ICT  
Students in the Senior Learning Community have 

access to a range of ICT including iPads and laptops. Each 

class has a flat screen television with access to apple TV for 

teaching and learning. Laptops are currently used by 

students as tools to enhance learning in many curriculum 

areas. Protocols and guidelines for internet use, including 

computer etiquette and cyber safety, are regularly revised.  

 

In 2022, we will continue to extend our Digital learning with the use of virtual 

conferencing tools such as Google Classroom, Seesaw, Blackboard Collaborate and 

our Polycom unit. Virtual conferencing will provide learning opportunities to connect 

with other classrooms and teachers outside our school. It will help us interact and 

authenticate learning by connecting with experts and specialists, such as the 

Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI), Museum Victoria and Arts Victoria, 

bringing experts into our classroom. 

 

Ultimately the core focus is upon improving and enhancing student learning. Using 

contemporary ways to support students to think, analyse and construct knowledge. 

This is a very exciting teaching and learning challenge and we look forward to sharing 

our journey. 

Specialist Subjects 
 Art: Kathryn O’Bree 

 Library: Kristin MacKinlay 

 Italian: Ann-Maree Convery 

 PE: Brendan King 

 Music: Louise Brown 

 

Students attend specialist subjects for an hour each week. Our Term 1 P.E. program, with 

Brendan King, will focus primarily on athletics training in preparation for School House 

Sports and Polwarth Sports. For the remainder of the year, the P.E program will have a 

skills based focus. Louise will also provide Music in Terms 3 and 4. 



Camps, Excursions & Incursions 

2022 is going to be another busy and action packed year! 

 

Some of the activities planned and booked include: 

Year 5/6 will attend Sunnystones Camp while Grade 3/4 will attend camp at Sovereign 

Hill. 

Students in Grade 5/6 may also have the opportunity to attend Somers Camp later in the 

year.  

More information, camp lists and payment plans will be made in advance of both camps. 

Each year we attend a range of amazing incursions and excursions (cultural and 

educational visits) and we look forward to sharing these experiences with you.  

 

Student Leadership  

Senior Learning Community members are encouraged and 

supported to undertake roles of responsibility throughout the 

school. Roles include recycling, waste management and sport’s 

shed monitoring.  Students in Years 5 and 6 are eligible to be 

nominated and peer elected as:  

 School Captains 

 Junior School Council President, Secretary & Treasurer 

 House Captains for our four school houses; Sladen, 

Skene, Strachan and Beal. 

 

Students in Years 3 and 4 are eligible to be voted onto Junior 

School Council. Our student leaders work together to organise 

whole school fundraising events that support not only our school 

community, but funds for many worthy charities. 

  



Buddy Program 
Children in Prep are linked with a Year 6 child, or buddy, in their first weeks of school. 

Senior buddies make the transition from Preschool to School more comfortable for the 

Prep children. Year 6 students relish the opportunity have a buddy and are thrilled to 

help assist in the transition of our new preps. 
 

Sustainability 

Sustainability is a whole school curriculum focus. Classrooms encourage recycling, 

composting and ‘nude food’ (food without packaging) to help minimise waste. Students 

are also encouraged to switch off power when it is not needed, conserve water and think 

responsibly in regards to all aspects of the environment. The school also participates in a 

water testing program that supports Corangamite Water Watch. 
 

Homework 
Students in the Senior Learning Community are expected to read at home daily for a 

minimum of twenty minutes. Students are required to return their diary daily with evidence 

of home reading. Please support and encourage your child to make their commitment to 

reading at home a positive one. Further to this students may be asked to complete 

unfinished work or complete research around inquiry based topics. 

Student Learning Diary 
Each student in the Senior Learning Community is provided with a diary. This diary is for 

recording home reading, homework tasks and important dates. Teachers will also use 

student diaries to communicate with home and welcome parents to do the same. 
Student diaries are a great way to communicate day to day messages. We are more than 

happy to be contacted by phone, email or in person to discuss your child’s progress and 

wellbeing. No matter is too big or too small for our attention. 

 

 



Reports & Interviews 

Parent/teacher conversation will be held in the initial few weeks of each Term. Reports are 

sent home toward the end of Terms 2 and 4. Student learning goals are set and reviewed 

throughout the year and if required Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) are developed and 

implemented.  

Parent & Community Helpers 
We welcome and appreciate parent, family or community helpers at BPS. From listening to 

reading to helping in the garden or during classroom clubs, a thriving learning environment 

is further enriched with community support. If you have some time or skills to share please 

contact us. We would love to hear from you.  

 

 

 

 

 Other Useful Information 

  

School Website: 

Information regarding special events, school calendar, excursions, newsletters etc. 

can be found on the school website: www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au 

For those with Smart phones, information about Birregurra 

P.S. can be downloaded from the Xuno App 

Student Absences 

Preferred means of communication for student absences is via direct 

communication with the class teacher: verbal (in person or via phone), or written (via 

email or note/comment recorded in the learning diary, Xuno app for Smart phones). 

Alternatively, parents may wish to directly notify the office: 

School office: 5236 2222                            

School email: birregurra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Genevieve Erskine: genevieve.erskine@education.vic.gov.au  

Alistair Burrell: alistair.burrell@education.vic.gov.au  

http://www.birregurraps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:birregurra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:genevieve.erskine@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:alistair.burrell@education.vic.gov.au


Assembly 

School Assembly is held every second Monday at 2.45pm. Parents and family are 

welcome to attend. Whole school news is shared and student achievements are 

recognised and celebrated.  

Lunch Orders 

Students will be able to order their lunch every Friday from the General Store via 

QuickCliq. Volunteer parent helpers generally provide ‘school canteen’ throughout the 

year. More information to come! 

Payments 

Payments can be made at the office.  

Hats 

As part of our Sun-Smart Policy broad brimmed or bucket hats are required during from 

April to September and on days where the UV rate is deemed to be high (above 3). 

Sunscreen is provided at school. 

Healthy Eating 

Students are encouraged to have a water drink bottle in class. 

Fruit breaks are offered during the morning when students are 

allowed to snack on fruit and vegies. As part of our school-wide 

environmental awareness program, we encourage ‘nude food’. 

This initiative also helps us limit the number of wrappers in our 

school grounds.  

Personal Items 

Please ensure that all items are clearly named. Lost property is more readily returned 

when labelled. 

Uniform 

Children are expected to wear school uniform at all times. Broad brimmed or bucket hats 
are always required to be worn outside as dictated by the UV index, as part of the 
school’s Sun-Smart Policy. It is also recommended that students bring their own 
sunscreen and insect repellent. 

Children need to refrain from bringing precious or expensive items to school.  


