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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome to Week 7! I hope that you all enjoyed the opportunity to relax 
and recharge over the long weekend. This week is a short week BUT a busy 
week with the commencement of NAPLAN for our Year 3 and 5 students 
this Wednesday. Please refer to the dates for the diary for our school’s 
NAPLAN schedule. Students will complete testing first thing in the morning 
as we know this is when students typically perform their best. If you have 

any questions regarding NAPLAN, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr Burrell or myself. 

Clean Up Australia Day 
Last Monday, students and staff participated in Clean Up Australia Day at our school and the 
Birregurra Park. It was wonderful to see everyone working together to care for our local 
environment and take pride in our community. 
Armed with gloves and bags, students collected rubbish from around the school grounds and 
the park, demonstrating responsibility and teamwork. The activity also provided a valuable 
opportunity to discuss sustainability, environmental impact and the importance of small 
actions making a big difference. Thanks to everyone for their efforts! 

Somers Camp 
Today 11 of our senior students have headed off to Somers Camp for an exciting nine-day 
experience. This long-standing program brings together students from government schools 
across the region and offers a wonderful opportunity to build independence, confidence and 
new friendships. During the camp, students will take part in a wide range of activities 
including outdoor challenges, team building experiences and leadership opportunities. Living 
and learning together for nine days encourages students to develop resilience, cooperation 
and a strong sense of community. 
We wish our students the very best and can’t wait to hear all about their experience upon 
their return.  

Volunteers Needed!  
We have plenty of opportunities for you to get involved in our 
school community and make a positive impact! We appreciate 
that families are busy and truly value any support you can 
offer, no matter how big or small.  
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Birregurra Primary School is a 
child safe organisation which 
welcomes all children, young 

people and their families. 

We are committed to 
providing environments where 
our students are safe and feel 
safe, where their participation 

is valued, their views 
respected, and their voices are 

heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Our child 

safe policies, strategies and 
practices are inclusive of the 

needs of all children and 
students. 

We have no tolerance for child 
abuse and take proactive 

steps to identify and manage 
any risks of harm to students 
in our school environments. 

Particular attention is given to 
the child safety needs of 

Aboriginal students, those 
from culturally and 
linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, international 
students, students with 

disabilities, those unable to 
live at home, children and 

young people who identify as 
LGBTIQ+ and other students 

experiencing risk or 
vulnerability. 

Child safety is a shared 
responsibility.  

 

 Our Vision 
An inclusive community that 
supports and encourages a 

love of learning and the skills 
and mindset to thrive. 

 

Our School Values  
Community - growing 

positive partnerships between 
school, home and the broader 
community 
Aspire - setting goals and 

purposefully working towards 
their achievement 
Respect - for self, others, 

learning and our environment 
Excellence - striving for the 

highest personal achievement 
in all aspects of schooling. 

School Councillors – Rob Lidgerwood, Luke Fitzpatrick, Kelly Dodds, Emily McDonald,  

Cassie Stephens, Sarah Green, Alistair Burrell, Jaymie Lowe. 
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We are currently seeking more volunteers to join a roster to help distribute lunch orders to classrooms on Fridays and 
assist with tidy-up afterward. If you’re willing and able to help, please email us at birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
Please see roster below for the next two weeks: 

Date Volunteer 

Friday 13th March Paige Hammond 

Friday 20th March  Katie Delahunty  

We are also seeking helpers for our upcoming House Sports event. More information is available below. 

House Sports  
Our annual House Sports Day is being held on Friday 27th March at the Birregurra Recreation Reserve. We are seeking 
volunteers to help with the House Sports as Age Group Marshals. Teachers run all events; the age group marshal’s job 
is to ensure students get from one event to the next. If you’re able to assist with any age groups from 5-12+ we’d love 
to hear from you! 

Easter Fundraising 
Our annual Easter Raffle will be running again in 2026, supported by our JSC team. We 
are seeking donations towards our raffle and would appreciate any Easter eggs and/or 
Easter themed items towards our hampers. Tickets were sent home on Friday and are 
due back to school on 1st of April with the raffle to be drawn at our final assembly for 
Term 1 on Thursday 2nd of April.  

Our Parents & Friends group have also organised a hot cross bun drive through Bakers 
Delight, just in time for Easter. Orders are due back to school by Wednesday 25th March to be collected in the final 
week of term.  

Thanks 
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Mac for stepping into the Prep/1 class for the last few weeks. The Prep/1 
students have continued to settle into their learning routines and have been well supported during this time. We 
appreciate Mrs Mac’s flexibility and the care she has shown in ensuring a smooth and positive experience for the 
students. 
On Wednesday this week we welcome back Miss Erskine, who will now be known as Mrs Gray. A huge congratulations 
to Genevieve and Michael on their recent wedding. We wish them all the very best as they begin this exciting new 
chapter together. 

Possible 24 hour Stop Work – Tuesday 24th March 
As parents may be aware, the Australian Education Union (AEU) has been negotiating with the State Government and 
the Department of Education for improvements to pay and employment conditions. These negotiations have been 
ongoing for the past seven months. 
AEU members are currently voting on whether to endorse industrial action. The union has proposed a statewide 24-
hour stop work for Tuesday 24 March if the government does not adequately respond to key claims. 
The union recognises that any decision to stop work is not taken lightly and regrets the impact it may have on students 
and families. Should industrial action proceed, it may result in either a full or partial closure of the school. We will 
inform families as soon as possible regarding the arrangements for Tuesday 24 March. 

Reminders 

• A friendly reminder about our uniform guidelines- shoulder-length hair should be tied up; only sleepers or stud 
earrings are permitted; necklaces and bracelets are not part of the uniform. For more details, please refer to our 
policy available on our school website.  

• Lunch orders are due back by Wednesday morning 9:00am. We really appreciate your support with getting these 
in on time. 

• Breakfast Club is at 8.15am every Thursday morning, all welcome! 

If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact either myself or your child’s teacher. 
Positive home school partnerships and relationships ensure the best possible outcomes for your children. 

Have a wonderful week. 

Jess Kattwinkel & team 

mailto:birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Dates for the Diary… 
Tuesday 10th – 18th March  - Somers Camp – selected 5/6 students  
Wednesday 11th March  - NAPLAN Writing for Years 3 & 5 (9:00am)  
Thursday 12th March  - Breakfast Club 8.15am 

- NAPLAN Reading for Years 3 & 5 (9:00am) 
- Clubs 

Friday 13th March  - NAPLAN Conventions of Lang for Years 3 & 5 (9:00am) 
Monday 16th March  - NAPLAN Numeracy for Years 3 & 5 (9:00am)  
Thursday 19th March  - Breakfast Club 8.15am  

- Clubs   
Friday 20th March  - Ride 2 School Day 

- Colac Division Athletic – selected students  
- Assembly @ 2:45pm, Grade 2/3 Class Presentation  

Monday 23rd March - CSC Open Night 
- School Council 6:00pm  

Wednesday 25th March  - Greater Western Swimming  
Thursday 26th March - Breakfast Club 8.15am 

- Clubs 12:30-1:30 
Friday 27th March  - House Sports @ Birregurra Rec Reserve  
Wednesday 1st April  - Raffle tickets due back! 
Thursday 2nd April  - Breakfast Club 8.15am 

- Assembly, 1:45pm, 1/2 Class Presentations 
- Last day of Term 1, 2:15pm finish  
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Students of the Week 
Co

m
m

un
it

y 
 

Elise  
Thank you for the kind, helpful way you support everyone in our learning 
team. It is very much appreciated.  

Bobby  
For the thoughtful way you have engaged in your learning, staying focused 
and always trying your best. You have supported your classmates to be 
their best and helped keep our classroom tidy. You’re a superstar, Bobby! 

Isabelle  

For showing kindness, respect and teamwork. You include others, use 
encouraging words and always look for ways to help both classmates and 
teachers, making our classroom a welcoming and supportive place for 
everyone. 

Polly  

For the way you show respect and support others in our classroom. You 
are always willing to help your peers and thoughtfully share your learning 
with the class. Your kindness and encouragement help create a positive 
learning environment. Keep it up, Polly.  

Hunter  
I love the way you include others and lend a helping hand to anyone in 
need. Your enthusiastic personality makes our day brighter. Keep it up 
Hunter! 

Mahalia  
For showing positive engagement and a willingness to contribute your 
ideas and opinions in class. Keep up the great work Mahalia! 

As
pi

re
 

Oak 
Well done on your fabulous ‘Have a Go’ attitude. You are an enthusiastic 
mathematician, challenging yourself to extend your understanding of 
number patterns.  

Juniper  
For the wonderful attitude you are showing towards your reading, both at 
home and at school. Your confidence has already grown so much, and it is 
fantastic to see you giving everything a go. Awesome Juni!  

Tim 

You have been aspiring to create beautiful narrative writing by using clear 
paragraphs, correct punctuation and interesting adjectives to make your 
ideas shine. You always try your best and take pride in presenting your 
work with neat, careful handwriting. 

Kate P 
For the way you continue to challenge yourself in your learning. You have 
set high expectations for yourself this term and have worked hard to 
extend your thinking and take on new challenges. Awesome work, Kate! 

Alby  
You bring a growth mindset to your learning and always try your best and 
ask for help when needed. You are doing a fabulous job Alby!  

Indie  
For displaying terrific resilience and persistence when completing tasks. 
You always try your best, keep up the great work Indie! 

Art Juniper  
Well done on your fabulous organic and geometric shape collage. You 
demonstrated wonderful focus and creativity, piecing your design together 
like a true artist!   

Indonesian Wallace  
You have been working so hard to remember and use our new vocabulary 
and it is really showing in your learning. You should be proud of the effort 
you are putting in to practice and improve each week! Bagus, Wallace! 

PE Angus  
You have shown tremendous growth with your skipping since late last year. 
Terrific effort Angus! 

STEAM Libby B 

Well done on your curious and respectful start to STEAM in 2026. You 
showed great teamwork and cooperation during our inquiry into how 
liquids and solids respond to a change in temperature, successfully making 
ice cream with your partner. 
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All smiles in Week 1 of Baking Club 😊  

       Principal’s Award 
Imogen D- For showing genuine care for our school, through 

watering the plants and helping to look after our grounds and 
others. Thanks for setting a great example for others, Immy! 
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