If your child is attending an early years service,
your child’s early childhood educator will complete
a Transition Learning and Development Statement
towards the end of the year.

What is the Transition Learning
and Development Statement?
Starting school is a major life transition for you and your
child. The Transition Learning and Development Statement
summarises your child’s strengths as they start school,
identifies their interests and shows how they can be
supported to continue on their learning journey.

Transition Learning and Development Statement – Part
1: the family is for you and your child to fill in. The early
childhood educator will complete Part 2 of the Statement.

For more information
Choosing a school for your child and/or enrolling your
child into school please visit www.education.vic.gov.au/
findaservice or phone the DEECD Information and Referral
Service on 1800 809 834

Is your child starting
school next year?

Parentline is a Victorian telephone counselling,
information and referral service for parents and carers
with children from birth to 18 years. Phone: 13 22 29
Maternal and Child Health Line is a 24-hour telephone advice
service available to families with children from
birth to school age. Phone: 13 22 29

Further resources
Transition: A Positive Start to School – Information sheet
for families and Guidelines to help families complete the
Transition Learning and Development Statement – Part 1:
the family are available at www.education.vic.gov.au/
childhood/parents/transition/Pages/family.aspx
These documents and helpful videos are available in
community languages at www.education.vic.gov.au/
childhood/parents/transition/Pages/caldresources.aspx
Welcome to Primary School: A Parent’s Guide to Victorian
Government Schools www.education.vic.gov.au/
welcometoprimaryschool

Please read the Guidelines to help families complete the
Transition and Development Statement – Part 1: the family
(listed under Further resources) for more information about
the Statement process.
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Starting school is a big step for
you and your child. It can be both
challenging and exciting.
The support you give your child to start school is
important because you are your child’s first and
most important educator.

Why is a positive start to school important?
By supporting your child to have a positive and enjoyable
start to their school life, you increase their chance of liking
school and engaging in learning.

What can you do to support your child’s
transition to school?
You can help by:
• enrolling your child in school from May in the year
before school starts
• participating in family activities at your child’s early
years service and school in the year before school
starts and once your child is in prep
• taking your child to transition activities at the
school (you can ask the school when these activities
will be held).

Tips for Transition
The year before school

Transition-to-school programs and activities
Transition-to-school programs and activities help you and
your child get a better understanding of what school will
be like. They also allow you and your child to get to know
school staff, other families and children.
Local early childhood services and schools will organise their
own transition-to-school programs and activities each year.
To find out more, talk to your child’s early childhood
educator or contact the school.

• Ask your child what they think about school and talk to
friends and other families about what starting
school was like for them.
• Encourage your child to do things on their own like
dressing, going to the toilet, washing their hands,
unwrapping their food and opening and closing
their drink bottle.
• Help your child stay healthy. Have regular health and
dental checks and keep immunisations up-to-date.

During the summer holidays
• Show your child where the school is and talk about
how you will get there.

“I was really happy when
I found out there is a
structured process for
children and families. It
makes starting school so
much easier for my child and
for me and we both know
what to expect”
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• Spend time with your child practising the things they
will need to do to get ready for school (e.g. putting
things in their bag, remembering to take a hat).
• Visit your local library and read books with your
child about starting school.

The first day of school
• Make sure your child knows who will take them to
school and pick them up on the first day.
• Help your child to pack their school bag with a snack,
drink, lunch and a hat.
• Show your child where you will meet them at the end
of the school day.

The first year of school
• Find out about what your child is learning at school
and what you can do at home to support their learning.
• Talk often with your child about school. Ask them
about their new experiences, what they like and
what they find hard.
• If your child is having difficulties at school, talk to
their teacher.
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