Term 2, Week 6— 24th May 2021

Birregurra Primary School Newsletter
‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well
as the safety of children with disability.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….

Welcome to Week 6 and Education Week! Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the
strengths and achievements of Victoria's government education sector. The year’s theme ‘Building Connections' celebrates the
connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers.
Here at Birregurra Primary School, we view Education Week as an opportunity for our community to celebrate the wonderful
opportunities, experiences and achievements our students undertake on a daily basis at our school. Please join us for our
‘Open Morning’ this Tuesday 25th May from 10:00-11:00am. We welcome you into our classrooms to observe and interact
with students and teachers and hope you can join us and help to strengthen our connection to the community.

Birregurra Raffle
A huge thanks to everyone that purchased tickets in this year’s Birregurra Primary School fundraising raffle. Congratulations to
all of our raffle winners 1st PRIZE: A visit to Brae valued at $2,000
Andrew Pitman - Geelong
Ticket Number: #3465
2nd PRIZE: A dinner for six at Yield valued at $950
Renee Weeden – South Bank, Melbourne
Ticket Number: #4410
3rd PRIZE: An Otway Harvest Trail hamper valued at $400
Jason Ellis - Spotswood
Ticket Number: #2543
4th PRIZE: A Warilda Spa Retreat for Two valued at $350
Andrew Shaw – Fitzroy North
Ticket Number: #2651
5th PRIZE: A voucher towards a stay at Countrywide Cottages valued at $250
Monika Loving - Highton
Ticket Number: #928
6th PRIZE: A CWA Birregurra Hamper valued at $80
Heather Callahan - Birregurra
Ticket Number: #4617

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Thanks once again to the wonderful businesses who donated the raffle prizes, what an amazing community we are part of. We
raised close to $23,000 for our school, a truly amazing result which will support our ability to provide 1-1 technology to our
students.

School Council
Last Monday night we held our May School Council meeting. Principal, Finance, Buildings & Grounds, Junior School Council and
P & F reports were presented and accepted. The main items discussed included:











Attitudes to School survey completed by year 4, 5 & 6 students
NAPLAN online completed by year 3 & 5 students
Staff Professional Learning
Student Enrolment Audit
Small Schools Principal visit to Birregurra PS
Reporting to Parents
Small Schools- Big Connections – year 6 to 7 transition
Camps

Curriculum reports from classroom teachers
We ratified finance reports for March & April. The Statement of Values and School Philosophy policy was endorsed by council.
Our next school council meeting will be held on Monday 21st June.

Small Schools- Big Connections
Last Tuesday afternoon our year 6 students hosted the first of five WebEx sessions to build positive connections with other
grade 6 students in the area. They did a wonderful job of engaging students from Forrest, Beeac, Alvie and Deans Marsh in a
range of interactive activities. Well done to the grade 6 team! Our grade 6’s look forward to connecting again this Tuesday to
strengthen connections with students outside of our school.

School Review
As mentioned previously, our school will be part of a school review in Term 3 this year. A school review provides the opportunity to analyse data sets and gather feedback from all stake holders in order to identify highlights from the past four years (the
life of our strategic plan) and any barriers. This data is then reviewed by a panel and used to create our School Strategic Plan
for the next four years. To help us develop a plan for the future that reflects the needs of our school, we invite you to participate in a short survey. The survey link was sent out via Skoolbag last Tuesday. Thanks to the people that have already taken the
time to provide feedback, we greatly appreciate it. If you have not yet completed the survey, I encourage you to do so. Please
click on the following link to access the survey- SCHOOL REVIEW PARENT FEEDBACK SURVEY

Introducing Xuno
Birregurra Primary School is excited to introduce Xuno – a new student management system for staff and families. Xuno is
widely used across the state and provides a platform for a range of tasks, activities and communication. Staff have been using
Xuno this term to complete online attendance and found it very user friendly. The Xuno Parent Portal is accessible from any
internet connected device such as PCs, tablets and smartphones. The portal is designed for you to access your child’s information such as:
- View and download reports
- View your child’s attendance
- Update your contact details
- Authorise and pay for events, camps and excursions
Xuno will eventually replace Skoolbag, however at this stage we will run both platforms to ensure a smooth transition for everyone. Please keep an eye out for an introductory email and see information in today’s newsletter regarding how to install the
Xuno app. If you have any questions or queries, please fell free to contact Mrs Leigh or I.

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Cold Weather
As much as possible, we endeavour to give students the chance to head outside at recess and lunch breaks. The importance
of them playing and running around is paramount to their ability to concentrate in the classroom. As the weather has cooled
off significantly, can parents please make sure that students are dressed in clothing that allows them to play outside on those
extra chilly and wet days!

Lightning Premiership
This Wednesday some of our grade 4, 5 & 6 students will participate in the Colac Division Lightning Premiership.
This provides the opportunity for our students to compete against other schools in football and netball. Parents are welcome
to attend. Thanks to Serema for volunteering to umpire netball on behalf of our school and to Mr King, Miss Lowe &
Ms Hannah for supporting our football and netball teams. A special thanks to Kirsty Roberts for organising football jumpers
for our footy players, its greatly appreciated! Good luck to all competing, I’m confident you will represent our school well!

Curriculum Day
A reminder that this Friday 28th of May is a Curriculum Day, students do not attend school on this day. Staff will spend the
day engaging in a review of data sets and analysing our success over the course of our current Strategic Plan.
We will also spend time working with Jason Caine- Chief Executive Officer – Asia Pacific, Quaglia Institute for School Voice &
Aspirations. Jason has worked with Dr. Russ Quaglia for over six years in various capacities...as a colleague, co-presenting professional development sessions; as a developer and creator, promoting student voice work in Australia; and, most recently as
an educational partner, co-founding and leading the Australian Institute for Voice and Aspirations. Jason has been heavily
invested in working with Professor John Hattie across hundreds of schools in Australia delivering the Visible Learning Plus
school improvement process. Jason is well immersed in the research literature about enhancing learning, a quick and smart
thinker and is a firm believer that ALL students have something to teach us. We are looking forward to working with Jason on
Friday to strengthen our ability to provide genuine student voice in our school.

2022 Prep Enrolment Information Session
This year our Prep Enrolment Morning will be held on Monday 31st of May between 9.30am and 11.00am. There will be an
opportunity to tour the school with our school captains and myself, followed by an informal question and answer session with
our current prep teacher, Mrs Alison McDonald. Information about this session will be provided to the families at the Birregurra Preschool. However, if you know of any new families in the area who are considering enrolling their child at our school,
please encourage them to contact the school for more information on 52362222.

Personal Belongings
We understand that students may sometimes like to bring items to personal property to school. If your child would be upset if
their personal item was lost, stolen or broken then please keep the item at home. The Department of Education does not
have insurance for personal property of staff, students and visitors. Birregurra Primary School does not take responsibility for
items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property
brought to school is the responsibility of the owner of that property. Thanks for your understanding.

Reminders





Please note there will be no lunch orders this Friday due to our Curriculum Day!
Breakfast Club runs each Tuesday morning from 8:15am
Supervision of students is from 8:40am, please ensure students do not arrive at school before this
time- except for Tuesdays when Breakfast club is available!
Please contact the office by 3:00pm if there are any changes in travel arrangements for the day to
ensure there is time to notify the relevant teacher and student of the change.

Have a wonderful week, please feel free to make contact should you have any questions, we value your input and
feedback.
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Absences: Please notify the school on 52362222 if your child is away or alternatively use the
Skoolbag app.

Dates for the diary …
Monday 17th May27th May

Dental Van visiting

Sunday 23rd- Saturday 29th May
Monday 24th May

Education Week 2021 – Building Connections

Tuesday 25th May

Open Morning 10:00-11:00am

Wednesday 26th May

Colac Division Football & Netball Lightning Premierships for
senior students
Assembly 2:45pm

Thursday 27th May

Grade 5/6 BioCats excursion

Thursday 27th May – National Reconciliation Week
Thursday 3rd June
Friday 28th May
Curriculum Day – students do not attend school
Monday 31st May

Prep Information Morning – 9:30am

Friday 11th June

Greater Western Cross Country Warrnambool –
selected students
Assembly 2:45pm

Monday 14th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No school

Wednesday 16th June

Student Learning Showcase 3:15-5:30pm

Monday 21st June

Student Reports distributed

Friday 25 June

School Council @ 6:30pm
Last day of Term 2 – 2:15 dismissal

th

Assembly – 1:45pm

Tuesday, 1st June

Lightning Premiership practice at lunch time with
Mr. King and Miss. Lowe.

Barwon Water Incursion

Check out how many teaspoons of
sugar are in some popular drinks!

National Simultaneous Story Time
Grade 5/6 students reading to our Preps

Grade 2 students enjoying their Hotdogs
last Monday

Grade 5/6 working on their leadership, cooperation and
problem solving skills during their
Respectful Relationships Survivor Challenge

Last week in Grade 3/4
we explored a rainbow of
healthy foods as part of our
Inquiry Topic. This was
our introduction to our
project on healthy foods.
In Music, we continued
to explore Australian
music by learning about
our native animals and
the distinct sounds
they make.

On Thursday we were visited by Layla’s Eastern
Long-necked Turtles, Harry
and Paul.
The turtles are 5 years old
and can live until they are
50!!
Harry and Paul love eating
fish. They had a great
time wandering the
classroom.

Grade 5/6 Writing Pieces

Alisha A

Breakfast Club 18th May

Italian News
il ventiquattro maggio, 2021
Ciao a tutti!
Last week, I received a message from a woman teaching English in the Italian city of Viterbo, 40kms north of Roma. Maria
asked if our students would be interested in communicating with students at her school. Naturalmente, I jumped at the
opportunità and the 5&6 students have already taken photos of the Birregurra school grounds which have been emailed to
Maria.
This is an amazing opportunity for our senior students to engage in real life rich cultural experiences and I would greatly
appreciate it if parents/guardians could re-iterate this to your Yr 5/6 student, highlighting the enjoyment of a joint venture of
this nature, along with it being an authentic way to develop their additional language skills and general knowledge.
Viterbo, which is situated on the border between the regions of Lazio e Toscana, was originally settled by the Etruscans. Although 70% of the town was destroyed in WWII, its historically rich medieval quarter was left, relatively, unscathed.
Saluti, e grazie! Signora
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