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Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well
as the safety of children with disability.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to week 4! I hope that all of the mothers in the Birregurra community had a wonderful Mother’s Day yesterday and enjoyed precious family time together. We hope our mums and special people enjoyed the gifts that
were made with love by our students.

Pampering Morning/Biggest Morning Tea
What a fabulous turn out we had for our first ever Mother’s Day pamper morning to celebrate the special people in
our students lives. It was so wonderful to have mothers, grandmothers and other special friends visit our school to
be pampered by our students. Each class thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to turn their classrooms into ‘salons’.
A big thanks to our senior families and staff for providing a plate of morning tea for our Biggest Morning Tea
celebrations. The array of food was amazing! Thanks to everyone that donated to support the Cancer Council – a
truly worthy cause. A special mention to the Junior School Council team for hosting the morning tea, ensuring
everything was well set up, taking orders and helping to serve food. Great work team! We are pleased to say we
raised $375.60 for the Cancer Council.

Colac District Cross Country
Congratulations to the students that represented our school last Monday at the Colac District Cross Country. From
all reports, our students once again showed determination and grit to complete the course, which included quite a
steep hill! We are super proud of you all. Thanks to our supportive parents for ensuring your children were able to
take advantage of the opportunity to represent our school at this level.

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

Breakfast Club
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the staff and parents that regularly support our Breakfast Club program. Mrs Bath arrives at school bright and early each
Tuesday morning to ensure that the room is set up and ready to go. Casey Biddle
(& Maxie) and Shanti Bock have helped us to get the program up and running
successfully. Our supportive teaching staff including Miss Erskine, who eagerly
takes her spot at the toaster, are always willing to provide a helping hand. Thank
you to everyone that contributes to ensuring the program is a success. It is
wonderful to see the program so well supported and comforting to know our
students are starting the day with a belly full of healthy foods. Don’t forget to
check out this week’s menu in today’s newsletter!

Lunch Orders
This week, we are excited to introduce lunch orders through the Birregurra General Store

as a service for our families. Lunch orders will run on Fridays with orders to be submitted by 9:00am Thursday
morning. Unfortunately no late orders will be accepted. This year we will be using the Quikcliq online platform to
order lunches. Please see instructions in today’s newsletter on how to place your orders. Please note orders will
open on Wednesday this week- our launch date.
The lunch order menu is also included in today’s newsletter and includes a traffic light system. Foods are classified
as GREEN, AMBER or RED according to their nutritional value. Foods in the GREEN category are the healthiest choices. AMBER foods should be selected carefully and should only be eaten in moderation. Foods in the RED category
are not essential. If they are consumed too often, or in large amounts, they can lead to weight gain and chronic diseases. If you have any questions or queries about how to order, please contact Mrs Leigh in the office who will happily assist you.

Canteen
This term we will also hold two canteen days thanks to our Parents & Friends group. The first canteen day will be
on Monday 17th May and will be a hot dog day. Order forms have been sent home today. Please ensure these are
returned along with money to the office by Thursday 13th of May to allow time for orders to be collated and for
ingredients to be purchased. If you are available to help prepare and distribute orders on Monday 17 th, please let
Mrs Leigh in the office know.

NAPLAN Testing
This week students in Yr. 3 and 5 will be engaging in NAPLAN testing. The results from these tests will provide the
school with valuable information about how we are working with students. Teachers have been recently including
NAPLAN concepts in lessons to ensure students are familiar with the tests and also to assist in reducing any potential anxiety.
Additional studying at home is not necessary. The NAPLAN tests are certainly important but the work the students
will be confronted with is what we have been preparing them for throughout their schooling. The best form of support you can provide to your child is to ensure they get plenty of sleep and begin each day with a hearty breakfast.
Please see a schedule for the NAPLAN testing below:

Day

Time

Test

Years

Tuesday, 11th May

9:00 AM

Writing

3&5

Wednesday, 12th May

9:00 AM

Reading

3&5

Thursday, 13th May

9:00 AM

Language Conventions

3&5

Friday, 14th May

9:00 AM

Numeracy

3&5

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

National Walk to School
This Friday 14th of May is National Walk to School Day. This annual campaign encourages all primary school children, their parents and carers to walk safely and regularly to school. The event seeks to promote road safety,
health and the environment.
In support of National Walk to School Day, we encourage students and families to walk to school this Friday. If you
can’t walk all of the way that’s ok! Staff will meet students and families at the Birregurra General Store at 8:30am
and join in the walk to school fun! Tattoos will be sent home on Thursday and we encourage students to wear the
tattoo on Friday.

Birregurra PS Raffle – SOLD OUT!
There’s been an overwhelming response to this year’s raffle with all tickets now sold! A massive thank you to everyone that purchased tickets and shared information about the raffle. Also a huge thanks to the local businesses
that have kindly donated the amazing prizes in this year’s raffle - Brae, Yield, Otway Harvest Trail, Warilda Spa,
Countrywide Cottages and the Birre CWA. We cannot thank these businesses enough for their support and generosity of our school. Once again a massive thanks to Julianne for her organisation of this raffle.

Education Week 2021
Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively
profile and celebrate the strengths and achievements of
Victoria's government education sector. Education Week
2021 will run from 23-29 May with the theme ‘Building
Connections'. The theme celebrates the connections between schools and local communities and strengthens
bonds with families and carers.
Here at Birregurra Primary School, we view Education
Week as an opportunity for our community to celebrate
the wonderful opportunities, experiences and
achievements our students undertake on a daily basis at our
school. We invite current families to attend our ‘Open Morning’ on Tuesday 25th May from 10:00-11:00am. We
welcome you into our classrooms to observe and interact with students and teachers and hope you can join us
and help us to strengthen our connection to the community.

2022 Prep Enrolment Information Session
This year our Prep Enrolment Morning will be held on Monday 31st of May between 9.30am and 11.00am. There
will be an opportunity to tour the school with our school captains and myself, followed by an informal question
and answer session with our current prep teacher, Mrs Alison McDonald.
Information about this session will be provided to the families at the Birregurra Preschool. However, if you know
of any new families in the area who are considering enrolling their child at our school, please encourage them to
contact the school for more information on 52362222.

May is Scholastic National Family Reading Month!
2021 marks the 25th year of National Family Reading Month which celebrates and encourages families to read
more together.
Most of us know how important reading together is and its long-term value to our children’s success in school
and in life. However, we also know it is not always that easy to put into practice with our busy schedules and
increasing competition with screen time.
That is why we ask families to take the 31 Day Family Reading Challenge–to inspire you to make reading together for at least 10 minutes every day a focus, to create positive, long lasting reading habits and lifelong
readers!
We hope you enjoy exploring the universe of wonderful stories together–from different types of books across
many authors and genres, and have a great time taking this challenge!

Absences: Please notify the school on 52362222 if your child is away or alternatively use the
Skoolbag app.

Reminders





Breakfast Club runs each Tuesday morning from 8:15am
Supervision of students is from 8:40am, please ensure students do not arrive at school before this time- except for Tuesdays when Breakfast club is available!
This Wednesday, we will have some concrete works taking place near the top oval and basketball court, we
ask that all students please remain at the back of the school on this day.
Please contact the office by 3:00pm if there are any changes in travel arrangements for the day to ensure
there is time to notify the relevant teacher and student of the change.

Have a wonderful week, please feel free to make contact should you have any questions, we value your input and
feedback.
Jess Kattwinkel & team

Dates for the diary …
Tuesday 11th May

Breakfast Club from 8:15am

Tuesday 11th May21st May
Friday 14th May

NAPLAN online testing window

Monday 17th May27th May
Tuesday 17th May

National Walk to School Day
Assembly 2:45pm
Dental Van visiting
School Council @ 6:30pm

Tuesday 18th May

Breakfast Club from 8:15am

Sunday 23rd- Saturday 29th May
Monday 24th May

Education Week 2021 – Building Connections

Tuesday 25th May

Open Morning 10:00-11:00am

Wednesday 26th May
Thursday 27th May

Colac Division Football & Netball Lightning Premierships for
Grade 5/6 students
Assembly 2:45pm

Friday 28th May

Curriculum Day – students do not attend school

Monday 31st May

Prep Information Morning – 9:30am

Friday 11th June

Assembly 2:45pm

Monday 14th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – No school

Grade 5/6 BioCats excursion

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...

15th May

Hettie G
Leewana G

Last week during Music with Ms. Louise, local Harpist — Angie Smales, brought in her Harp and Zithers.
Angie treated the students to a display of both instruments.
Our Preps reflections on the Zither ~
Angie had a harp. She made music with the strings. It was so musical. - Ava
I liked the zither with the buttons. I liked the music it played. - Harvey
The zithers are box instruments. The music was nice. - Lottie

Total Raised
$375.60

Orders MUST BE placed by
9am on Thursday morning.
Late orders will not be
accepted.
Please note—if doing a bank
transfer for credit, this can
take up to 3 days to appear on
your QuickCliq account.

