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‘Living & Learning Together’
58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242
Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028
Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel
Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children
and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well
as the safety of children with disability.
Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

From the Principal’s Desk….
Welcome to Week 3! I hope you all had a wonderful weekend and enjoyed the sunshine, not sure there will be too
many more beautiful sunny days ahead. This week we have some exciting events to look forward to with District
Cross Country for some of our students and our Pampering/Biggest Morning tea on Friday.

Crazy Hair Day
Congratulations to the Junior School Council on organising a very successful Crazy Hair Day. I was so impressed with
the creativity of our students and families. Check out the photos in today’s newsletter. I am also pleased to say that
the JSC raised $135 to go towards incursions/excursions, a fantastic effort! Thank you on behalf of the JSC for
supporting this event.

Colac District Cross Country
Today, nine of our students are representing our school at the Colac District Cross Country held at the Colac Golf
Club. Congratulations to the following students for qualifying for this event: Meah P, Matilda G, Miller L, Luella H,
Samson G, Mitch G, Georgia R and Kyra G. We wish them all the best of luck and are confident they will display their
best efforts and positive sportsmanship. Go Birre!

PFA meeting
This Wednesday 5th May, we will be holding a Parents & Friends meeting at 2:30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. All
are invited to attend and younger siblings are most welcome. This is a great chance to catch up with other families
and discuss ideas to engage our whole school community. I hope to see you there.

Mother’s Day Pampering & Biggest Morning Tea
The students of Birregurra Primary School would like to invite Mothers/Grandparents/Special Friends to join us for
a morning of pampering and the Biggest Morning Tea to show their appreciation to the special people in their lives
this Mother’s Day. Please join us on Friday 7th May at 10:00am for some pampering followed by the Biggest Morning Tea, raising much needed funds for the Cancer Council. Please bring along your own hairbrush and nail polish of
your choice. Please RSVP your attendance to the school as soon as possible to assist us with our planning. Younger
siblings are welcome to attend.
Please note all people visiting our school for our Pampering/Biggest Morning Tea must sign in at the office on arrival. Thanks for your support with this.
If you are unable to come to our Biggest Morning Tea however would like to donate to the Cancer Council, please
click on the link below!
Australia's Biggest Morning Tea - Birregurra's Biggest Morning Tea

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork

NAPLAN Testing
This term, students in Year 3 & 5 will be completing online NAPLAN testing. This is a great opportunity for students
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. It also provides the school with a source of data to reflect on the impact
of our teaching and learning programs.
Please see a schedule for the NAPLAN testing below:

Day

Time

Test

Years

Tuesday, 11th May

9:00 AM

Writing

3&5

Wednesday, 12th May

9:00 AM

Reading

3&5

Thursday, 13th May

9:00 AM

Language Conventions

3&5

Friday, 14th May

9:00 AM

Numeracy

3&5

Birregurra PS Raffle
I am extremely excited to announce the launch of this year’s online Brae Raffle. The total prize pool value for the
raffle is over $4000! In addition to Brae, we have a number of local businesses getting on board this year including
Yield, Otway Harvest Trail, Warilda Spa, Countrywide Cottages and the Birre CWA. We cannot thank these businesses enough for their support and generosity of our school. Please check out the flyer in today’s newsletter with instructions on how to purchase tickets. Please spread the word among your family and friends and encourage them
to buy tickets to ensure the raffle is a huge success. Massive thanks to Julianne for her organisation of this raffle.

Lunch Orders
Mrs Leigh has been collaborating with the Birregurra General Store to get lunch orders up and running again as a
service for our families. The menu has been finalised in line with department policy around healthy eating and the
traffic light system. Ordering for lunch orders will look a little different than in the past, with a new online system
being set up. More information about how to order lunches will be provided in next week’s newsletter so please
stay tuned!

Capital Works Project
Over the past few weeks, Luke Fitzpatrick, Mrs Leigh and I have met with our appointed architects to discuss the
design of our capital works project. While the drawings are only preliminary at this stage, what the architects are
designing is extremely exciting with the possibility of some new classroom spaces and new administration area.
This would certainly support more modern and inclusive spaces for us to work and learn. If you wish to discuss
more about the project please feel free to contact either myself or Luke Fitzpatrick.

School Works
During a walk with our architects over the holidays, it was drawn to my attention that the
small wall at the end of the basketball court was an OH&S issue with insufficient run off
from the court. Works to rectify this have now commenced with the removal of the wall
and preparations have begun for the laying of concrete, making another great space for
our students to play netball/basketball. Thanks to Luke Fitzpatrick for his help with organising these works.

May is Scholastic National Family Reading Month!
2021 marks the 25th year of National Family Reading Month which celebrates and encourages families to read
more together.
Most of us know how important reading together is and its long-term value to our children’s success in school
and in life. However, we also know it is not always that easy to put into practice with our busy schedules and
increasing competition with screen time.
That is why we ask families to take the 31 Day Family Reading Challenge–to inspire you to make reading together for at least 10 minutes every day a focus, to create positive, long lasting reading habits and lifelong readers!
We hope you enjoy exploring the universe of wonderful stories together –from different types of books across
many authors and genres, and have a great time taking this challenge!

Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive
practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world.

Reminders



Breakfast Club runs each Tuesday morning from 8:15am, all students are welcome to attend!
Please contact the office by 3:00pm if there are any changes in travel arrangements for the day to ensure
there is time to notify the relevant teacher and student of the change.

Have a wonderful week, please feel free to make contact should you have any questions, we value your input and
feedback.

Jess Kattwinkel & team

ART MURAL—COLAC AREA HEALTH

The much anticipated mural has been completed and been delivered to Colac Area Health! This mural is
like a giant thank you card to the frontline staff that work at CAH for keeping on keeping on for the
community during Covid lockdowns and restrictions. Each student in the school that was present during
these sessions has contributed in some way and the end result is very eye catching! This work will be
showcased in the staff courtyard for around a month before taking up permanent residence at CAH in a
corridor area. Well done everyone! - Ms. Jess

Absences: Please notify the school on 52362222 if your child is away or alternatively use the
Skoolbag app.

Dates for the diary …
Monday 3rd May

Colac District Cross Country (selected students)

Tuesday 4th May

Breakfast Club from 8:15am

Wednesday 5th May

PFA meeting @ 2:30pm

Friday 7th May

Mother’s Day Pampering morning / Biggest Morning Tea
10:00am
Breakfast Club from 8:15am

Tuesday 11th May
Tuesday 11th May21st May
Friday 14th May
Monday 17th May27th May
Tuesday 17th May

NAPLAN online testing window
National Walk to School Day
Assembly 2:45pm
Dental Van visiting
School Council @ 6:30pm

Tuesday 18th May

Breakfast Club from 8:15am

Monday 24th May

Grade 5/6 BioCats excursion

Wednesday 26th May
Thursday 27th May

Colac Division Football & Netball Lightning Premierships for
Grade 5/6 students
Assembly 2:45pm

Friday 28th May

Curriculum Day – students do not attend school

Friday 11th June

Assembly 2:45pm

Please join us on Friday 7th May at 11am, click on the banner above for more information.

Students of the Week
Prep
Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade
3/4

Grade
5/6

Hettie G

For your sentence writing.

Ava R

For being a great listener.

Ezra S

For your sensational work leading our symbol search activity this week.

Jack K

For your terrific demonstration of partitioning during our numeracy sessions.

Harry C

For your sensational commitment to Sounds Write each day. You are a great role
model for our class.

Patrick D

For your fantastic effort to master your ‘friends of 10’. Well done!

Parker L

For your outstanding effort using adjectives to make your ‘polar bear Big Write’
more detailed.

Scarlett S

For amazing concentration during our Sounds Write lesson.

Blake H

For wonderful recognition of patterns when looking at your nine times tables.

Mia S

For remaining on task and organised for your learning. Well done!

Tom M

For your willingness to take on feedback and improve continues to develop. Keep
up the effort!

Isaac B

For his curiosity and inquisitive nature during our maths session.

Meah P

For her persistence and dedication to her writing during our Big Write.

Rueben F-P

For his leadership during our Respectful relationships.

Phoebe C

Your continuous display of our school values make you a wonderful role model .

Of the Week
Week 1

Isaac B

For showing leadership during the planning session for our
Mural.

Week 2

Freddie L

For being an Active Listener at all times during a very busy
session.

BPS

Principal’s Award
Charlie Leeson for demonstrating our school values of tolerance, teamwork
and commitment. Charlie enthusiastically supports our prep students in the
playground at recess and lunch times, taking on his responsibility as a leader
and buddy. Well done Charlie!

We would like to wish a very
Happy Birthday to the following students
who are celebrating their birthday
during the coming week ...

1st May
3rd May
4th May

Meah P
James G
Michael H

4th May

A snapshot of BPS learning during
Weeks 2 & 3

My Snack War
By Archie Mason
As I opened my lunch box I only saw two things: an apple and a banana.
I looked around inside my lunch box to see if there was anything on the sides, but there was nothing.
When the final bell rang I walked outside and wondered who would do such a thing to me?
As I got in the car, I started to record the day in my diary.
The date is, 23/4/21, April,
Dear Diary,
Today was very strange, and no, I don't mean that I saw people putting their pencil up their nose again. No,
today when I went to get my recess there were NO SNACKS. I know right?
Whoever is doing this is sparking a WAR, and I don't mean that handy dandy war with guns, tanks and planes.
No, this calls for a…..PRANK WAR, so, whoever the person who took my snacks is, you better beware.
As we got home, I put my bag on the bench, and started to create a trap.
I put some of the cookies and Oreos near my bag, because who doesn’t like Oreos.
I then placed a string on the floor and tied it to a chair and table. I then put the string up the roof. I
made the string on the chair looser, so whoever trips on the wire will be caught.
As the sun started to fall, I got myself ready, I made a hiding place and waited. To pass the time I
write in my diary.
The time is night. The date is still 23rd April,
I made a trap for the snack stealer, that is the name I made for him, or her. Anyway, my trap is ready. I am
ready to stay up as long as I can: I got a can of coke, ice cream and a taco to keep me up. I'm starting to feel
like I’m taking this a bit too far, but hey, war is war.
As I was about to doze off, I heard it, footsteps, then the door, then the humming of the snack stealer, clearly feeling he or her, was easily getting away with stealing my snacks.
SNAP! The trap worked. I sprung up and flipped the light switch on. Who was it ? I gasped. IT WAS
MY SISTER!
My parents suddenly came in repeatedly saying”‘what happened?” Then my sister started crying,
saying that I was taking her snacks and she was trying to stop me, but then got picked up by my trap
and hung her upside down.
Did they believe her? Yes, yes they did! I am now grounded, and can't get any more snacks for a
MONTH. So I was right, I did take it too far.
My final entry for the day, the date, I don’t know, the time is day,
I should have just told mum and dad that she took my snacks, and maybe, just maybe, not have hung her upside down. Welp, the war is over, maybe...

Years 1 and 2:

Travelled
down the dark path of fear
and worry…
We created Worry Monsters;
a strategy to help us decide
what and when to worry and
when to talk to someone
about it.

MENU
Cheerios

ANGER…
Ooooh..!!
Ahh yes, we’ve all experienced
it one way or the other… livid,
furious, irate, frustrated, tetchy,
cross…with all guns blazing!!!
Year 3 and 4 looked at some ways
to calm down when they’re experiencing strong emotions.

Prep: Continue to work with
personal strengths. Here we
have put our heads together to
describe how these strengths
look… fair, playful, brave, neat,
cheerful, hardworking, caring,
generous, helpful, kind, polite
and being a good listener.

Weetbix
Porridge
Baked Beans
That’s all folks…
See you Tuesday
…Sue

