
Birregurra Primary School Newsletter 
‘Living & Learning Together’ 

58 Beal Street Birregurra Victoria 3242 

Ph.: 03 5236 2222 Fax: 03 5236 2028 

Email: birregurra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Principal: Mrs. Jessica Kattwinkel 

Term 2, Week 10— 21st June 2021 

Integrity Commitment Respect Responsibility Tolerance Teamwork  

Birregurra Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus 
of our care and decision-making. Birregurra Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will 
be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, children with disability and vulnerable children. 

Birregurra Primary School has zero tolerance for any form of child abuse. 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 

The final week of Term Two is upon us. Despite a small amount of time in remote and flexible learning, we have 
managed a relatively smooth Term Two.  It has been a fantastic first half of year here at Birregurra PS with a full and 
varied curriculum. As the term nears its end, it is always rewarding to reflect on the terms achievements,             
opportunities and extra-curricular activities. This term our school community has been involved in the following: 

 Anzac Day Community Service @ Birregurra Memorial  
 Polwarth Cross Country @ Deans Marsh  
 Crazy Hair Day  
 Prep School nurse visit 
 Colac District Cross Country – selected students 
 Mother’s Day Pampering Morning & Biggest Morning tea 
 Newspapers in Education with the Colac Herald (5/6 students) 
 NAPLAN online testing for Years 3 & 5 
 Barwon Water Incursion  
 Dental Van visit 
 Small School, Big Connections WebEx sessions supporting grade 6 transition to secondary school 
 National Simultaneous Story time  
 Grade 5/6 BioCats Excursion 
 Colac District Football & Netball Lightning Premierships 
 National Reconciliation Week  
 National Buddy Day 
 Weekly Music lessons with Louise  

 
In addition to this, we had two pre-service teachers with us for a month at the beginning of the term. Their        
feedback on our teaching and learning and school culture was very positive. We thank Ms Hayley & Ms Cath for 
their contribution to our school throughout their placement. 
 
Staff have continued to be involved in a range of professional learning opportunities covering Respectful               
Relationships and Student Voice as well as participation in a range of online webinars to ensure we are across the 
latest initiatives and developments in education. All of these opportunities help us to continue to grow and    
demonstrate our commitment to lifelong learning. 
 

Latest Covid Update 

The Victorian Government has announced new arrangements for schools in Victoria from and including Friday 18 
June. Schools in metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria will now operate under the same settings. 
Key Changes to the operation guidelines for schools includes: 

 Visitors and parents to school grounds must observe face mask requirements including wearing face 
masks indoors.  



Our Vision: To be an outstanding rural school where care, curiosity, innovation and progressive  

practices ensure students thrive in an ever-changing world. 

 Excursions and incursions are permitted throughout Victoria. 
 Indoor and outdoor interschool sport can proceed throughout Victoria, and outdoor and indoor con-

tact and non-contact physical activity is permitted. 
 School tours for prospective students and their families can recommence. 
 Non-essential meetings, gatherings and assemblies (that are attended by individuals other than staff 

and students) should be deferred or held remotely until Term 3. 
 Outdoor and indoor pools can be used.  

In addition to the above, the use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is mandatory for all 
workplaces to enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases. This now includes all education sector 
workplaces, including schools. QR codes will be required to be used by: 

 all parents who enter buildings when on the school site 

 all visitors, including contractors, external Department staff and building and maintenance staff 

QR code check ins are not be required for staff or students. All building entry and exit points will now display QR 
code posters. If you are required to enter buildings on school grounds, for whatever purpose, you are now required 
to use the provided QR code check-in. 
Using the QR code system does not replace the existing requirement to also sign in at reception (for a specific pur-
pose).  
Thank you for your support and understanding of this important health direction. Please don’t hesitate to contact 
the school if you have any concerns.  
 

Emergency Drill 

Last Friday we held an Emergency onsite Evacuation Drill. All students were required to leave their learning and 
assemble on the oval. All students and staff were safely evacuated in a timely and orderly fashion. Throughout the 
year we practice these drills with different scenarios to ensure children are kept safe and know how to exit the 
buildings safely with the support of our team. Well done to everyone for your prompt and effective response.  
 

Welcome Back Harry  

This week we are very excited to welcome, Harry Brien, a past student to our school. Harry, a Trinity College stu-
dent, will be doing work experience in our school during the last week of term. Harry will be working in classes 
throughout the school to support staff and students. I am sure that our staff and students will love having Harry in 
our school. 

Swimming  

Birregurra Primary school values the importance of learning to swim 
and our role in supporting our students to be safe in and out of the 
water. The swimming program this year will include students from 
Prep through to Grade 6.  
The swimming program is a key component of the Health & Physical 
Education Victorian Curriculum and it is therefore expected that all 
students will participate.  
 
This year our Prep to Grade 2 students will be attending Heather’s Swim School, and our Grade 3-6 students will be 
attending Bluewater. The program will run over 8 weeks commencing in Week One of Term 3.  Students will        
participate in lessons on a Friday afternoon between 1:30-2:30pm.  
 
Students will be travelling by bus to and from the pools, with all staff attending. No students will remain at school.  
The cost of the program is $68 per student which covers pool entry and transport for the 8 sessions. Families are 
not expected to pay for instructors. Please note the cost of travel has been subsidised by the generosity of the  
Bendigo Community Bank. We greatly appreciate their support of our school and this important program.  
 
Swimming information and permission forms will be sent home with students today. We would greatly appreciate 
the return of all permission forms by this Friday 25th June prior to the school holidays.  



 

Dates for the diary … 

Absences: Please notify the school via XUNO if your child is away or alternatively contact the office on 

5236 2222. 

Uniform  

A friendly reminder that if you require any new uniform items, please fill in the order form attached to this news-
letter and return with money to Mrs Leigh in the office by this Wednesday 23rd of June. This will ensure orders can 
be placed before the end of term and be ready for collection early Term 3. 
 

Semester One Reports 

Students Semester One reports will be distributed via the new XUNO Parent Portal to 
our families by the end of the school day today. If you have any issues accessing      
student reports, please feel free to contact Mrs Leigh or I.   

 

Last Day of Term 

This Friday is the last of Term Two. To celebrate the amazing efforts of our students 
throughout this term, Junior School Council have decided to hold a casual dress day. 
Students are encouraged to wear casual clothes. JSC ask that students bring a gold coin donation.  
 

A reminder that our finish time on Friday is 2:15pm with our final assembly at 1:45pm. As mentioned in the latest 
Covid update, unfortunately we are unable to invite parents to our final assembly.  Please note, school buses will 
run an hour early on this day to reflect the early finishing time. 
 
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support. Positive home school partnerships and rela-
tionships ensure the best possible outcomes for your child/ren. We value all constructive feedback. It is a way of 
improving our practice to ensure that every child in our school feels respected and valued. It is also lovely to re-
ceive positive feedback, affirming the work staff do to ensure each student experiences positive learning, social 
and emotional wellbeing as a member of our school community.  
 
Wishing the whole school community a happy holiday period. We look forward to welcoming you all back to school 
on Monday 12th July.  
 
Jess Kattwinkel & team 

Monday 21st June 

Student Reports distributed via XUNO 

School Council @ 6:30pm 

Friday 25th June 

Last day of Term 2 – 2:15 dismissal 

Assembly – 1:45pm 

Monday 12th July Term 3 Commences  

Thursday 15th July  
Greater Western Cross Country in Warrnambool—selected 

students 

Friday 16th July Swimming Program commences 



 

We would like to wish a very  

Happy Birthday to the following students who 

are celebrating their birthday  during the  

coming week and over the holidays... 

 

June 

23rd  Vivienne G 

24th Patrick D 

26th Beau C 

29th Augie C 

July 

7th Scarlett S 

  

 

This Friday 25th of  June is the last day  

of  Term 2. Students are invited to wear  

casual clothes and bring along a gold  

coin donation.  









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BENEFITS OF PLAYING THE PIANO 

The ability to play piano is a wonderful skill to have. Below are some of the benefits of learning to play the piano. 
(Source: https://www.pianotuningfortworth.com/10-benefits-of-playing-piano-for-children.html) 

 

1) Learning to play the piano builds self-esteem 
Being able to tackle something that was once difficult and being able to overcome that is a big boost to self-esteem, 
in both kids and adults. Having the ability to play the piano to family and friends and receive praise also helps to raise 
confidence in children. Kids with higher levels of self-esteem are also more likely to take on tasks that are perceived 
more challenging and so are more likely to expand their skills and abilities as they grow.  

2) Piano lessons can help with focus and concentration 
Sitting and working on learning to play the piano is excellent for improving focus and concentration skills. They say 
practice makes perfect, and this applies not just to the skill of actually playing the piano, but to the ability to sit and 
focus on one task without getting distracted, particularly when it becomes challenging. This is a fantastic skill to have, 
and can be generalized to apply to learning other intricate or challenging tasks. 

3) Piano playing can improve creative and problem solving skills 
Learning to play a musical instrument has been shown to help improve creativity as well as problem solving skills. 
These are really helpful abilities to have and they transfer well to other areas of life, including general coping skills. 
Children who have learned to play piano and so have developed those parts of their brain may be better at finding 
creative solutions to problems that arise in their lives. 

4) Learning piano playing can help with general performance at school 
Learning to play piano may also help with school performance. Studies have shown that learning a musical instru-
ment exercises the same part of the brain as that used for certain math problems. This means that musical training 
may also boost classroom performance in math and other spatial awareness and logical reasoning tasks, such as 
those involved in engineering.  

5) Piano lessons can improve communication and maturity 
Sitting and working one-to-one with a piano tutor can help to improve communication skills. The need to listen and 
respond, and to question and explain queries or difficulties mean the child is getting good practice at these key skills.  

6) Music lessons increase exposure to wider cultures 
Learning to play the piano can expose children to a whole range of classical music and composers that they would 
never have heard of otherwise. This can help to grow a more rounded and educated child with a broader view of the 
world. 

 

Piano Lessons  

 We are very fortunate to have Pam 

Radcliffe teaching Piano Lessons here 

at Birregurra PS for interested stu-

dents.  

Piano Lessons occur each Monday during 

school terms. Pam currently has availa-

bility. If you are interested in having 

your child learn piano, please contact 

Pam on 0427350078 for more infor-

mation and to make arrangements. 

  

https://www.pianotuningfortworth.com/10-benefits-of-playing-piano-for-children.html


7) Children learn languages faster and better than adults- this may also apply to music 
It is a known fact that children learn new languages faster and more naturally than adults can. It would make sense 
that this would also apply to reading music. Children are also better able to hear subtle sounds in languages when 
they are younger, which is why children who learn a language often sound more like a native than an adult learner 
will. It may follow that exposing children to music at an early age may help them to tune their ear to the subtleties 
of tone and pitch. You never know, if they don’t choose to become a professional musician it may help them build a 
career in piano tuning later in life! 

8) Piano playing improves coordination 
Playing the piano requires the coordination of 10 fingers on two hands and the feet for the peddles, all while read-
ing music and potentially even singing. There can be no doubt that such utilisation of so many parts of the brain at 
once is incredibly beneficial to brain development and the improvement of coordination. This benefit may transfer 
into other skills that require good coordination.  

9) Learning to play piano teaches the benefits of hard work and persistence 
It is always hard when you start to learn something new and inevitably do it badly. It takes persistence and hard 
work to push through this time of struggle until you begin to reach a level of competence. The accomplishment of 
being able to play pieces well after the hard work teaches the child that hard work and persistence do pay off. 

10) Piano playing provides relaxation and self-expression 
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, learning to play the piano can provide a child with an excellent outlet for self-
expression and a wonderful method of relaxation. Once competent as a piano player, the child can lose themselves 
in their playing and the music, leaving the stresses of school and life behind.  



Birregurra Primary School 

2021 Uniform Order 

Student Name: _______________________  Class: __________________ 

Parent Name: __________________ Contact Number: ___________________ 

 

 

Payment to be made at time of order via cash, direct deposit or BPay. 

Direct Deposit details – BSB: 063 510 ACC: 1002 1678 Birregurra Primary School Council 

If you would like to pay via BPay, please contact Mrs. Leigh in the office. 

Item Sizes Available Price Size Qty Total 

Short Sleeve Polo 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$23.00 

$25.00 

      

Long Sleeve Polo 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$25.00 

$27.00 

      

Rugby Jumper 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$36.00 

$39.00 

      

Hoodie 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$40.00 

$45.00 

      

Windcheater 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Bomber Jacket 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$37.00 

$40.00 

      

Rugby Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Microfibre Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$19.00 

$21.00 

      

Cargo Shorts 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$26.00 

$29.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Double Knee Track Pants with 
zip pockets 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 

16 

$27.00 

$32.00 

      

Slouch Hat S, M, L, XL $12.00 
      

  

Bucket Hat S, M, L, XL $9.00 
      

  

School Bag   $40.00 
      

  

TOTAL 
  
  





 

 

 

 

Dear Community member/s, 

 

Birregurra Community Health Centre needs your help. 

 

Resources currently allocated to BCHC activities – which include the 24 hour gym, Yoga, Physiothera-
py, Podiatry, Tai Chi, and school holiday programs, are of great benefit to community members of all 
ages are under review to ensure that what is on offer at BCHC is meeting community needs. Some of 
these programs are private and rent space and others are facilitated by BCHC staff. 

 

We need you to complete the attached survey link for two key reasons: 

 

 The current resources allocated to BCHC from Colac Area Health  – including staff – will be 
evaluated and potentially changed based on demonstrated need 

 We need to know what is important to you in regards to what is offered at BCHC and to 
understand your needs regarding your health and wellbeing 

 

After BCHC activities were significantly curtailed due to Covid-19, this is your opportunity to reshape 
the centre’s program to address the changing needs of our growing community. 

 

The aim is that your survey input will be used by the BCHC advisory committee, which consists of 
members of the community, to align the functions of the BCHC with the future needs of this commu-
nity. Please take the time to contribute your thoughts. 

 

TO COMPLETE ONLINE 

You can quickly and easily complete this survey online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

BCHC2021 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kylie Edwards 

Birregurra Coordinator 

03 5236 4009 

28- 30 Strachan Street, Birregurra, 3250 ky-

lie.edwards@cah.vic.gov.au 

http://www.cah.vic.gov.au 

 

Follow us on 

 
 Quality Care Close to Home   

 
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country upon which we work, the Gulidjan people and their 

Elders past, present and future. 

Q u a l i t y  C a r e  C l o s e  t o  H o m e  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BCHC2021
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BCHC2021
http://www.colacareahealth.com.au/
mailto:kylie.edwards@cah.vic.gov.au
mailto:kylie.edwards@cah.vic.gov.au
http://www.cah.vic.gov.au/


https://birregurraps.xuno.com.au 

w05zq3  

https://birregurraps.xuno.com.au/index.php





